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James  Jeffry,  who  kept  the  following  journal,  was  born 
Aug.  20,  1733,  in  Salem,  Mass.  He  was  a  son  of  James 
Jeffry,  merchant,  who  removed  to  Salem  from  Ports¬ 
mouth,  N.  H.,  in  1722,  and  a  grandson  of  James  Jeffry 
who  was  born  March  10,  1676,  in  the  parish  of  St  Agnes, 
Cornwall,  and  who  came  to  America  and  lived  many 
years  at  Portsmouth.  The  journalist  died  in  Salem,  where 
he  was  buried  Nov.  7,  1807.  “He  was  educated  in 
Quebec  and  continued  clerk  in  the  service  of  E.  H.  Derby, 
our  eminent  merchant,  during  the  whole  time  in  which  he 
acquired  his  riches.  Mr.  Jeffry  was  never  married,  and 
died  in  the  family  house  opposite  the  First  church.  He 
was  much  valued  for  his  fidelity.  Since  Mr.  Derby’s 
death  be  has  led  an  inactive  life  and  bis  gout  terminated 
in  paralytic  affections,  debility,  and  finally  into  the  loss 
of  his  faculties.” — Dr.  Bentley's  Diary. 

James  Jeffry  appears  as  clerk  in  the  post  office  at 
Quebec  in  1763  or  1764,  and  seems  to  have  been  much  in 
charge  of  the  office  during  the  frequent  absences  of  Hugh 
Finlay,  the  postmaster.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
journal  ends  with  the  mouth  of  October,  or  that  its  un¬ 
doubted  successor  has  not  been  preserved,  so  that  the 
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eveDts  leading  up  to  Montgomery’s  assault  upon  the  city 
cannot  be  chronicled  as  well.  It  is  probable  that  Jeffry 
may  have  left  Quebec  in  consequence  of  the  order  issued 
by  Gov.  Carleton  on  Nov.  22nd,  that  all  able-bodied  non- 
combatants  should  leave  the  city.  The  original  manu¬ 
script  of  the  following  journal  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Essex  Institute,  Wheatland  MSS.,  Vol.  I,  leaf  10. 


Jan.  1,  1775.  Sunday.  Fine  moderate  weather.  I 
dined  at  Simiison’s.  Jn°  Aitkin,*  Freeman,  Watt,  Mar¬ 
tin,  Cole  &  Doc'  Gill  dined  there.  The  Post  arr^  this 
morn*.  I  went  to  meeting.  Heard  Parson  Henry. | 

2.  I  dined  at  home.  Cap*  Freeman  &  Cap*  Watt 
dined  there  with  us. 

3.  I  dined  with  Finlay.i^  Alan  dined  there. 

4.  The  Post  an**  soon  this  morning.  Quite  moderate. 
Fine  rain  most  of  the  day.  I  dined  at  home. 

6.  I  dined  at  home.  A  large  company  dined  with 
Cap*  Ja*  Johnston.  Shoolbred,  Atkinson,  &  Cole  dined 
there,  the  latter  came  home  very  late  &  very  drunk. 

7.  A  New  York  Post  arr*  this  morn*.  I  dined  at 
home.  By  some  private  lettere  from  England  heard 
that  Judge  Hey§  is  a  member  of  Parliament  for  Sandwich. 

9.  Clear  weather.  Nothing  material.  I  dined  with 
M'  &  M"  Finlay. 

11.  This  morn*  arr*  the  Nov'  Packet.  A  large  mail 
from  New  Port,  containing  the  letters  by  the  Mercury, 
Cap*  Young,  who  sail’d  from  London  for  Quebec  last 

*Lientenant  in  the  British  militia. 

tFirst  Presbyterian  minister  in  Quebec. 

IHu|;h  Finlay  came  to  Canada  in  1760  and  went  into  business.  On 
account  of  his  knowledge  of  French,  which  was  rare  among  the 
English  at  the  time,  but  supremely  important  in  establishing  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  Canadians,  he  was  made  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
When  Franklin  came  op  to  Canada  to  establish  a  postal  service,  he 
placed  it  in  Finlay’s  hands.  In  1765  Finlay  was  made  Legislative 
Councillor.  When  Quebec  was  besieged  he  enlisted  in  the  militia 
as  ensign,  and  shortly  afterwards  was  made  lieutenant.  Before  this 
(in  1774),  on  Franklin’s  dismissal,  he  was  made  Deputy  Postmaster 
Oeneral  of  the  Northern  District  of  North  America,  and  on  the 
achievement  of  independence,  Deputy  Postmaster  General  of  the 
remaining  colonies  of  British  North  America.  He  died  in  1802. 

fChief  Justice  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  1766. 
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July  and  a  mail  as  ordinar}'  from  N.  York.  The  am*  of 
this  day’s  mail,  if  the  letters  should  all  be  taken  up,  is 
X92.16.7.  I  dined  at  Prentice’s. 

12.  1  dined  with  Finlay.  I  went  to  the  Assembly  at 

Prentice’s  this  evening. 

15.  Sunday.  N.  E.  snow  storm  began  last  night  & 
continues  this  day.  I  at  home  all  the  day. 

17  A  great  number  of  people  arr*  from  Montreal  to 
attend  at  the  Chatteau  tomorrow  night  being  the  Queen’s 
birth  night.  I  dined  at  home. 

18.  This  morn‘  was  fought  a  duel  between  R.  Jackson 
and  C*  Daily.  Pistols  load’d  w***  powder  only.  No  N. 
York  mail.  I  dined  at  home.  E.  Antill*  arr^  this  morn* 
from  Montreal. 

19.  I  dined  with  Finlay.  Antill  and  Maj*  Skene  dined 
there. 

21.  A  courier  from  Albany  by  Skenesborough  but  no 
N.  Y.  mail.  I  dined  at  home. 

22.  Sunday.  Went  to  hear  Parson  Henry.  Dined 
w***  M*  &  M"  Rowe.  Hazen  dined  there. 

23.  Atkiuion  and  Cole  w***  Cap*  Gregory  &  Cap*  Free¬ 
man  set  off  for  a  ride  around  the  Island  of  Orleans. 
Shoolbred  to  S*  Foix  to  learn  French.  1  dined  w***  Finlay. 

24.  Gregory  and  Comp^  returned  this  even*. 

25.  Several  N.  Y.,  Boston,  and  Phil*  mails  arr"*  by  this 
day  Courier.  1  dined  at  home. 

26.  I  dined  with  Finlay.  Went  to  the  Assembly  this 
evening  at  Prentices,  f 

27.  Heard  that  D.  Phillips  lay  very  ill  in  the  West 
Indies. 

29.  Sunday.  I  dined  with  M'  &  M”  Allsop.f  Par- 

*E.  Antill,  born  in  Pigcataqua,  N.  H.,  April,  1742;  studied  law; 
removed  to  Montreal.  Joining;  Montgomery,  be  became  chief  en¬ 
gineer.  After  the  attack  on  Quebec,  Wooster  sent  him  with  the 
news  to  Congress.  Made  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  Hazen’s  regiment. 
In  December,  1776,  was  made  recruiting  officer  through  the  South¬ 
ern  States.  Captured  at  Staten  Island,  1777;  released  on  parole; 
exchanged  November,  1780;  remained  in  New  York  till  1785;  re¬ 
turned  to  Canada,  and  died  at  St.  Johns  in  1780. 

tMiles  Prentice  served  under  Wolfe  at  Plains  of  Abraham;  kept 
an  inn;  his  wife  identified  the  body  of  Montgomery,  who  had  for¬ 
merly  lived  at  their  house. 

IGeorge  Allsop,  clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council;  afterwards  a 
member  of  the  Council. 
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son  Montmollin*  &  wife,  Gap*  Gill  &  wife,  Mr.  Lauck, 
Cap*  Gregory  &  Jn°  Gill  dined  there.- 

30.  I  dined  w***  Finlay.  M'  and  M"  Scott  din’d  with 
us. 

Feb.  1,  1775.  A  small  mail  from  Montreal  only.  I 
dined  at  home. 

2.  I  dined  w***  Finlay.  L*  Thomas  of  y*  26***  Reg*, 
Tho*  Aylwin,t  E.  Antill  &  Sam*  Phillips^  dined  there. 

4.  A  New  York  mail  this  mom*  bro*  nothing  extraor¬ 
dinary.  1  dined  at  home. 

5.  Sunday.  I  at  home  all  this  day  writing.  Dined  at 
home. 

6.  I  dined  w***  Finlay.  A  Grand  Ball  given  by  the 
Baron’s  Club  at  Menuts.§  Upwards  of  100  people 
there. 

8.  A  mail  from  New  York.  I  dined  at  home.  Gov' 
Carleton,  Lady  Marie  &  a  large  company  with  them  went 
to  Indian  Lorette  where  the  Indians  had  roasted  an  ox 
whole,  which  the  General  had  made  them  a  present  of. 

9.  I  dined  with  Finlay.  Went  to  the  A^^embly  this 
evening.  Jn”  Aitken  entertained  at  Dinner  all  the  cast¬ 
away  and  disbanded  Captains.  Cole  appeared  there  as 
proxy  to  Bray  who  wintera  at  Coudre. 

11.  I  dined  at  Prentices  on  boil’d  turkey  &  oyster 
sauce.  M'  &  M"  Prentice  with  myself  was  all  the  com* 
at  table.  Spent  the  evening  at  Simpson’s  where  ab*  a 
doz"  of  us  suped  from  the  produce  of  the  follow*  wagers, 
viz  : 

Freeman  vs.  Halstead,)  8  bo*  wine.  Halstead  says  the 
distance  from  Quebec  to  the  Island  of  Orleans  is  five 
miles  &  upwards. 

Gill  vs.  Lees,  6  bot*  wine.  Lees  on  the  same  side  of 
Halstead. 

"Chaplain  of  the  garriaon;  condncted  the  services  at  Montgomery's 
burial. 

-tQuebec  merchant;  lieutenant  in  the  British  militia. 

lAn  officer  in  the  customs;  ensign  in  the  British  militia. 

IMenut's.  An  inn  one  mile  west  of  the  town,  kept  by  Alexandre 
Menut.  Many  of  the  fashionable  social  functions  took  place  here. 
It  was  one  of  the  rendezvous  of  the  Americans. 

(John  Halstead,  an  American  sympathiser  living  in  Quebec.  He 
was  Commissary  of  Provisions  until  the  siege  was  raised  on  May  0, 
1T76. 
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Gill  VB.  Aitken,  3  bot*  wine.  Aitken  on  the  side  of 
Halstead. 

Flanagin  vs.  Simpson,  2  do*.  Flanagin  on  the  side  of 
Halstead. 

Melvin  vs.  Simpson,  2  do*.  Melvin  on  the  side  of  Hal¬ 
stead. 

The  distance  between  the  first  house  on  the  Island  of 
Orleans  to  Dumas  Buildings  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  in  the 
lower  town  is  four  miles  &  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of 
consequence.  The  following  persons  are  condemned  to 
pay,  viz  : 

John  Halstead.  3  bot*  Madeira. 

John  Lees,  6  bot*  d® 

John  Aitken,  3  bot*  d® 

John  Melvin,*  2  do*  towards  supper. 

Mich*  Flanagin,  2  do*  d® 

W®  Miers  won  2  do*  of  James  Munro,  but  as  I  had  not 
that  bet  in  my  list,  I  know  not  whether  it  is  to  go  towards 
supper  or  not.  This  day  the  postman  from  Montreal 
brought  but  a  very  small  mail,  no  N.  York  mail,  but  a 
report  prevails  that  the  Dec'  packet  is  arr**  at  N.  York, 
and  that  the  Bill  for  the  Government  of  Quebec  is  re¬ 
pealed. 

12,  Sunday.  I  at  home  all  day. 

16.  A  variety  of  weather,  pleasant  &  moderate  in  the 
morning.  Blew  fresh  with  a  small  flight  of  snow  before 
noon,  and  some  very  heavy  gusts  of  wind  before  night 
and  cleared  off  in  the  evening.  I  dined  with  Finla}'. 
Cole  with  M"  Warren.  Cap*  Freeman  and  a  party  of 
ab*  20  at  Lorette  this  day. 

17.  The  party  to  Lorette  returned  at  ab*  4  o’clock 
this  morning.  Cole  w***  Gregory  went  to  Indian  Lorette 
this  afternoon. 

19.  Sunday.  I  at  home  till  2  o’clock  then  went  to  the 
upper  town,  and  dined  with  M'  &  M"  Rowe. 

20.  This  day  took  Duvall  into  the  office  to  instruct 
him  in  sending  off  the  Courier.  I  dined  with  Finlay. 

22.  The  Dec'  Packet  arrived  this  morning.  Nothing 
by  it  very  material  but  the  King’s  Speech  at  the  opening 

*An  auotioneer  in  Quebec. 
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of  the  New  Parliament  (in  some  of  the  English  Papers) 
by  which  it  seems  as  if  His  Majesty  &  his  Ministers  were 
determined  to  enforce  the  American  Acts.  1  dined  at 
home. 

23.  I  dined  with  Finlay.  Began  to  blow  &  snow 
towards  evening  and  grew  very  tempestuous.  This  even* 
L*  Freeman  of  the  7***  Reg*  finished  his  walk  of  twenty 
miles  a  day  for  five  days  successively  on  snow  shoes  and 
then  went  to  the  Assembly  at  Prentices  &  danced.  M' 
&  M”  Finlay  at  the  Assembly  this  evening. 

24.  A  very  heavy  storm  of  snow,  the  wind  at  N.  E. 
and  blew  very  fresh.  Such  a  storm  we  have  not  had  this 
winter  before,  neither  have  we  had  so  much  snow  fall.  I 
shut  the  office  at  2  o'clock,  went  home,  and  was  out  no 
more  this  day  or  evening. 

25.  The  storm  abated  but  the  clouds  look  wild  and 
heavy  yet  No  Courier  this  day.  I  dined  at  home. 

26.  Sunday.  The  Courier  arriv’d  early  this  morning 
with  a  New  York  mail  of  the  9*“*  ins*.  The  N.  York 
papers  bring  us  the  Kings  speech. 

28.  I  dined  at  home.  A  great  rout  at  Gen*  Carleton’s, 
being  Shrove  Tuesday  or  be^n*  of  Lient 

March  1,  1775.  Disagreeable  blowing  weather  with 
some  snow.  I  dined  at  home. 

2.  I  dined  with  M'  and  M”  Finlay. 

4.  Maj*  Skene  &  I  dined  with  Finlay.  M"  Finlay 
dined  at  Sillery.  The  lake  not  yet  broken.  Lester*  set 
off  for  Montreal. 

5.  Sunday.  1  at  home  most  of  this  day.  Dined  at 
home.  Took  a  ride  this  afternoon  with  Gregory,  Miers 
&  Cap*  Galway  to  the  Island  of  Orleans.  N.  B.  This  the 
first  time  I  have  been  in  a  cariole  this  winter.  E.  R.  Will- 
cocks  &  J.  Cole  set  off  for  Montreal. 

6.  Thick  heavy  air  with  some  rain  which  rots  the 
snow  and  makes  the  walking  very  dangerous  &  disagree¬ 
able.  1  dined  with  M^  &  M**  Finlay.  M"  Scott  &  Sally 
Phillipe  dined  there. 

8.  No  York  mail.  I  dined  at  home. 

9.  I  dined  w***  M*  &  M”  Finlay. 

*Capt.  Letter,  a  merchant  in  Quebec,  represented  the  town  in  the 
House  of  Assembly  in  the  first  Parliament  and  later. 
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11.  The  Courier  arrived  this  morning  early  with  a 
small  Montreal  mail  only.  I  dined  at  home. 

12.  Sunday.  I  at  the  office  writing  all  this  day. 
Dined  at  home. 

15.  I  dined  at  home.  Went  to  Finlay’s  in  order  to 
set  off  w^**  Maj^  A.  P.  Skene.  Rained  so  much  we  put 
off  our  dejiarture  ’till  tomorrow  morning.  M'*  Scott  & 
Maj'  Skene  dined  with  M'  &  M”  Finlay. 

16.  Clear,  cold  morn*.  The  major  &  self  set  off  for 
our  journey.  Found  the  road  very  bad.  Reached  I)e- 
chambault  this  evening  just  after  dark.  Stayed  here, 
supped,  play’d  cards  and  went  to  bed  ab*  9  o’clock. 

17.  'This  morn®  between  1  &  2  o'clock  Dubord,  the 
postman'from  Quebec,  arrived  at  Dechambault.  We  went 
off  with  him  ab^  three  &  went  on  the  ice  from  this  and  .so 
continued  to  Montreal  tho  the  postman  at  Cape  Madelane 
was  afraid  to  venture  his  horse  on  the  ice,  as  Lanaudiere 
&  Scott  had  near  lost  their  horses  on  that  passage  the 
night  before.  Dubord  insisted  on  going  and  drove.  We 
got  safe  over  to  Three  Rivers  ab*  10  o'clock,  where  had 
beef  stakes  &  a  gla.ss  of  wine.  Labadie  from  Montreal 
did  not  arrive  till  12  o’clock  this  day,  &  he  gave  a  most 
terrible  acc*  of  the  road  he  had  come  and  as  Maj'  Skene 
wanted  to  see  the  Iron  works  there,  we  stayed.  1  dined 
w***  Cap*  Stahan  and  Doc^  Miller  of  y*  26“*  Reg*.  Aaron 
Hart  &  wife  dined  there.  Kneller*  &  W“  Grantf  the 
lawyer  arr'  here  from  Quebec.  J.  Williams^  arr"*  likewise 
this  even*  ab*  8  o’clock.  Skene  &  I  lodged  at  Sills’s. 
Clear  &  so  cold  us  to  continue  freezing. 

18.  Left  Three  Rivers  between  6  &  7  o’clock.  Took 
to  the  ice.  Traveled  this  day  to  Arpentinge  where  we 
arr**  at  7  o’clock  when  it  grew  dark  &  the  man  would  not 
take  us  across  to  the  Island.  This  day  we  have  had  very 
good  traveling  excepting  off  &  on  the  ice,  the  edge  of 
which  being  covered  with  water,  made  it  very  difficult. 
About  half-way  from  Le  Veltrie,  we  met  M**  Prentice 
going  down. 

"Attorney  General.  Died  in  1776. 

t Barrister  in  Quebec.  Receiver  General  of  the  Province  in  1770 
and  member  of  the  Assembly  in  1702. 

^Secretary  of  the  Lefislative  Council  and  member  of  the  Assembly. 
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19.  Sunday.  Set  off  ab*  7  o’clock  for  Montreal  where 
we  arriv’d  ab*  10  o’clock.  Came  chiefly  on  the  ice.  It 
began  to  snow  ab*  an  hour  before  we  ar^  Met  M'  Dunn* 
&  Mias  Mabane,  Doc'  Mabanef  &  M'*  Venture  ab*  two  or 
three  miles  from  Montreal  in  their  way  to  Quebec.  Rec* 
some  letters  which  were  in  the  office  for  me.  Cole  &  J. 
C.  Minot^  called  to  see  me  at  Ferrises,  where  Skene  &  I 
had  put  up.  They  then  set  off  for  Isle  Jesu.  I  dined 
w'*  Antill,  Vanderheyden  &  wife.  Stanhouse  &  wife 
dined  w**  us.  This  evening  White  &  Vanderhayden  had 
a  small  boxing  match  at  the  Coffee  House.  It  began  ab' 
a  paper  which  was  drop’t  a  night  or  two  ago  in  the  Coffee 
House.  We  supped  at  Antills.  Several  scurulous  papers 
have  been  thrown  ab'  lately. 

20.  The  ice  between  this  &  the  other  side  grows  very 
rotten  and  bad.  I  dined  w***  E.  W.  Gray.§  Cap*  Wil¬ 
liams,  Doc'  Huntly,  Maj'  Skene  &>  Ermantinger  there 
likewise.  We  spent  the  even*  there. 

21.  I  dined  with  John  Stanhouse.  Spent  the  evening 
&  sup’d  there.  Several  more  of  the  scurulous  papers 
thrown  into  peoples  doors  last  even*  reflecting  on  the 
Select  society  and  actors  in  the  plays. 

22.  Made  a  bargain  w**  Claud  La  Bont6  whose  turn 
it  was  to  go  off  w***  the  New  York  mail  to  stay  for  us  ’till 
the  next  post  which  goes  off  on  Sunday  morning.  Dined 
with  Jn°  Blake. 

23.  Dined  with  Ermentinger.  Lester,  Gray,  Todd, 
Woolsey  &  Harrison  dined  there.  W.  &  self  drank  tea 
with  M**  Stanhouse.  Nothing  material  this  day. 

24.  N.  E.  snowstorm  this  morning.  Dined  with  Jos. 
Torrey.  No  great  market  at  Montreal.  Drank  tea  with 
Torry.  Spent  the  even*  at  the  Coffee  House. 

25.  I  dined  with  Price  |  &  Haywood.  R.  Meredith 
and  J.  Torry  dined  there. 

*Hod.  Thomas  Dunn,  member  of  the  LegiilatiTe  Conncil  of  Que¬ 
bec  and  for  a  time  Administrator  in  Chief. 

tMember  of  the  first  Lef^slatire  Council  in  Quebec,  which  was 
appointed  in  1704. 

tAn  American  sympathiser.  He  sent  a  cargo  of  wheat  to  the 
Americans  from  Quebec. 

IPoetmaster  of  Montreal  and  sheriff  of  the  district. 

II A  merchant  in  Montreal  and  agent  in  Canada  of  the  American 
Congress. 
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26.  Sunday.  Dined  with  Alexander  Henry.  Claud 
La  Bont4  return’d  from  S*  Johns. 

27.  Dined  with  Joseph  Torry  on  roasted  mutton  & 
potatoes. 

28.  Dined  w***  M*  &  M”  Gray.  L.  Ermentinger  dined 
there.  M'  &  M"  Er.  w“*  M'  &  M”  Burk  &  self  spent  the 
evening  there.  Played  at  whist  Won  7  dollars.  Went 
home  ab*  12  o’clock. 

29.  I  dined  w***  Jacob  Vanderheyden.  Meredith,  Jor¬ 
dan,  Stanhouse  and  old  M'  Livingstone*  dined  there. 
Had  a  report  by  the  post  from  Quebec  that  an  express 
had  arr*  there  from  Boston  by  the  way  of  Kennebeck  to 
M'  Z’  McCauley.  His  business  as  yet  unknown. 

30.  Maj'  Skene  &  self  set  off  w**  Claud  La  Bont4, 
the  postman,  ab*  10  o’clock.  Crossed  the  river  in  a 
cannoe  a  little  above  Montreal.  Rode  in  a  cariole  from 
where  we  landed  to  La  Perrie  ab*  17  leagues.  Arr*  there 
ab*  2  o’clock.  There  we  me  met  one  Brownf  who  came 
from  N.  England  to  know  if  the  Indians  or  Canadians 
were  coming  down  on  the  backs  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
American  Governments.  He  had  two  men  which  come 
with  him  as  guides.  They  were  gone  to  the  Indian  Vil¬ 
lage  above  Montreal.  Brown  set  off  for  Montreal.  The 
men  return’d  this  evening.  We  sent  off  the  man  w***  the 
mail  &  our  luggage  on  a  sled  for  S*  Johns.  We  staid  at 
M'  Phillips  this  night.  Ab*  12  o’clock  this  night  the 
priest  died  here. 

31.  The  Maj*^  &  self  set  off  on  hoi’seback  ab*  8  o’clock 
this  mom‘  for  S*  Johns  where  I  arrived  ab*  noon,  the 
Maj’’  sometime  before.  La  Bont6  got  in  there  ab*  8  this 
morn*.  Dined  and  set  off  at  2  o’clock  P.  M.  Just  as  we 
set  off,  La  Ramie,  the  postman,  arr**  &  with  him  came 
across  the  lakes,  J.  W.  Swift  &  Cap*  Napier  &  son,  the 
former  60  days  from  Phil*.  At  two  leagues  from  S* 

*An  American  sympathizer  who  maintained  a  correspondence 
with  them  through  some  Indians.  His  son  operated  with  Montgom¬ 
ery  before  Quebec,  leading  200  or  300  Canadians  . 

tCaptain  Brown.  Sent  in  spring  of  1775  to  Canada  to  feel  dispo¬ 
sition  of  Canadians  and  Indiana.  Joined  Montgomery,  and  with 
Liringstone  led  the  detachment  which  captured  Chambly.  Was  at 
siege  of  Quebec.  After  retreat  of  Americans,  be  brought  accusa¬ 
tions  against  Arnold.  Was  killed  fighting  against  Sir  John  Johnston 
in  Mohawk  Valley,  October  19,  17M. 
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Johns  met  Ant*  La  Bont6  with  the  Jan'  mail.  He  has  a 
box  for  Gov'  Carleton  which,  I  imagine,  contains  his 
Commission  &  instructions  on  the  new  establislunent. 
This  evening  reached  the  river  at  Cole  &  lodged  at  one 
La  Bont^s. 

April  1,  1775.  Saturday.  Very  pleasant  morning. 
Set  off  at  sunrise.  Ab*  9  o’clock  met  another  postman 
with  a  New  York  mail.  This  day  had  to  draw  our  can- 
noe  with  the  baggage  near  three  leagues  across  different 
patches  of  ice  on  the  north  side  of  Point  au  Roche.  One 
Laframboise  who  was  with  us,  left  us  &  went  home. 
After  that  we  drew  our  cannoe  about  2  miles  on  the  ice. 
Went  round  Point  au  Roche,  built  us  a  wigwam,  made  a 
fire  and  sup’d  &  went  to  sleep. 

2.  A  cold  night  which  made  a  very  thick  scum  of  ice 
this  mom*.  Left  our  lodgings  ab*  sunrise.  Met  some 
Indians  at  Cumberlandhead,  dmnk  in  a  canoe  haul’d  up. 
Went  on  shore.  At  a  house  here  was  told  that  another 
postman  past  last  evening  thro :  the  bush  having  haul’d 
his  boat  up  in  a  swamp,  so  that  four  N.  York  mails  will 
arrive  (as  I  imagined)  at  Quebec  on  Wednesday  next. 
The  two  officers  which  have  been  out  so  long  from  Mon¬ 
treal  a  hunting,  past  last  even*,  the  same  way  with  the 
Poet,  on  their  return  to  Montreal.  We  arriv’d  at  Hay  & 
Glennys  ab*  2  o’clock.  Met  Cap*  Hazen*  there  with  one 

■Brigadier-General  Motes  Haaen  was  born  in  the  year  1733,  and, 
it  it  tnppoted,  belont^  originally  to  Harerbill,  Maasachutetta ;  hs 
aerved  at  lieutenant  in  Captain  McCnrdie’a  company  of  Rangers  in 
the  expedition  against  Louitbonrg,  in  1758;  after  that  officer’s  death 
became  a  captain  of  the  company  and  commanded  Fort  Frederic,  on 
the  river  St.  John,  where  he  laid  watte  the  neighboring  country. 
He  accompanied  Wolfe  to  Quebec  in  1759,  and  dittingaished  him¬ 
self  the  next  year,  near  that  city,  in  a  brush  with  the  French  and  in 
the  battle  of  Sillery,  28th  April,  1760.  Knox’s  Journal,  I.,  230,  320, 
863;  II,  279,  293.  At  a  reward  for  his  services  he  received  a  com- 
mission  of  lieutenant  in  the  44th  regiment  of  foot  on  21st  February, 
1761  {Army  IA»t),  bat  was  placed  on  half-pay  in  1763,  after  which  he 
settlM,  it  is  said,  near  St.  Johns,  and  furnished  supplies  to  General 
Montgomery  in  1775,  on  his  invasion  of  Canada.  Hazen's  property 
was,  in  consequence,  destroyed  by  the  Loyalists  and  Aguiars, 
whereupon  he  offered  his  services  to  Congress,  by  which  he  was 
appointed,  in  January,  1776,  Colonel  of  the  2d  Canadian,  or  the 
Congress’  own  regiment  He  was  in  command  of  the  district  of 
Montreal  the  following  season,  but  returned  to  Ticonderoga  in  the 
summer,  where  he  was  tried  by  court  martial  on  charges  brought  by 
General  Arnold,  and  honorably  acquitted.  4  American  Arehitea, 
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White,  a  young  man  from  New  England.  Dined  here. 
Hazen  and  W.  went  otf  just  after  dinner  in  a  batteau  for 
Cumberlandhead.  Most  of  this  day’s  journey  has  been 
thro :  a  scum  of  ice  which  1  was  afraid  would  cut  thro : 
our  cannoes  bottom.  M”  Hay  is  here.  Had  the  ruff 
stuff  taken  off  our  cannoes  bottom.  H.  &  G.  has  a  tine 
parcel  of  oak  timber  cut  for  ship  building.  The  wind 
blew  fresh  this  afternoon  from  the  northward.  Wo  stayed 
here  till  the  morn*. 

3.  We  set  off  ab,  7  o’clock.  Took  another  hand  with 
us  from  H.  &  G.  The  wind  rose  very  high  fn)m  y*  north¬ 
ward.  We  went  ab*  2  leagues.  Was  then  obliged  to  put 
on  shore  where  we  made  a  fire  on  a  point  of  land.  The 
fire  ran  among  the  leaves  &  dry  underbrush  for  upwards 
of  a  mile  &  spread  across  the  whole  point.  The  wind 
abated  something  ab*  3  o’clock.  We  embraced  the  opp’’ 
&  put  off,  but  before  we  had  compleated  two  leagues  more 
the  wind  rose  to  such  a  heighth  that  we  were  obliged  to 
go  on  shore  &  encamp  for  the  night  which  was  indeed 
very  cold. 

4.  Sun  rose  very  clear.  Last  even*  we  left  a  pint 
black  jack  ab*  half  full  of  water.  This  mom*  the  water 
was  froze  into  a  solid  body.  How  cold  must  it  have 
been  ?  We  set  off  at  6  o’clock  this  morn*,  the  wind  blew 
fresh.  Put  ashore  at  the  point  of  Peru  Bay  to  eat  a 
morsel  ab*  8  o’clock.  The  wind  very  high.  Called  a 
Councel  to  consider  whether  we  should  attempt  to  pass 
the  Bay  or  not.  Concluded  to  venture.  Set  off  and  got 
safe  to  tlie  opposite  jwint  ab*  11  o’clock  and  glad  were  we 
that  we  had  escaped  a  ducking.  The  Maj'  and  self  with 
the  man  from  H.  &  G.  for  a  guide,  took  to  the  woods  *& 
walkt  to  Willsborough,  and  arriv’d  there  at  Stratfords 
about  past  3  o’clock  P.  M.,  where  we  got  tea  with 
good  bread  &  butter.  Began  to  snow  just  after  we  arriv’d 
at  the  House.  W^e  had  a  partridge  roasted  for  supper 
which  we  killed  coming  thro  :  the  woods.  La  Bonte  ar¬ 
rived  w***  the  cannoe  ab*  9  o’clock  this  evening. 

V.  751;  5  ibid.,  I.,  1124.  He  spent  the  followiniz  winter  at  Albany, 
recruiting.  In  June,  1781,  he  was  appointed  Brigadier-General,  and 
retired  from  the  army  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  died  at  Troy, 
New  York,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1803,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 
Allen  says  he  died  on  the  30th  January,  1802. 
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5.  Set  off  ab*  7  o’clock.  Spit  of  snow  most  of  this 
day.  We  reached  Crown  Point  between  5  &  6  o’clock. 
A  small  strip  of  ice  a  little  above  the  point  stopt  oar 
proceeding  any  further  for  this  night.  A  postman  from 
York  past  a  little  before  we  arriv’d. 

6.  Hired  a  p'  of  oxen  to  draw  our  cannoe  &  baggage 
beyond  the  ice.  Walkt  on  from  Crown  Point  to  Four 
Mile  Point  and  waited  there  the  coming  of  La  Bont6. 
While  there  Jos.  LaBont6  from  Skeneeborough  with  a  N. 
York  mail  came  in.  Got  a  paper  from  the  portmanteau. 
Took  to  the  cannoe  and  arrived  at  three  mile  point  ab*  4 
o’clock  P.  M.  The  Maj'  &  self  took  to  the  bush  & 
walked  to  Ticonderoga,  where  we  arrived  between  6  &  7 
o’clock  P.  M.  Went  to  the  fort  &  drank  tea  vrith  Cap* 
D.  La  Place  &  Lady.  The  two  Miss  Skenes  there  &  D. 
Tucker.  W  e  also  supped  there.  Flights  of  snow  &  heavy 
squalls  of  wind  all  this  day. 

7.  Between  6  &  7  o’clock  Claud  La  Bont6  arrived 
with  his  cannoe  &  our  baggage.  Sent  him  off.  The  Maj* 
&  self  remained  at  Ticonderoga. 

8-9.  Pleasant  weather.  Could  not  obtain  a  passage 
from  Ticonderoga. 

10.  Monday.  The  maj'  &  two  young  ladies  w***  D. 
Tucker,  Mr.  Brooks,*  who  came  to  Ticonderoga  last 
even*  &  self  left  Ti :  in  a  Batteau  with  Corporal  &  4 
soldiers.  After  meeting  with  some  difficulty  get*  thro : 
the  ice  arrived  at  Skenesborough  ab*  midnight 

12.  A  very  disagreeable  storm  of  snow  and  ice.  The 
cattle  at  Skenesborough  very  poor.  No  fodder  for  them 
&  many  died. 

14.  Left  Skenesborough  ab*  9  o’clock  this  morn*  in  c* 
with  the  postman,  Douglas.  We  had  two  very  poor  fed 
horses.  Very  bad  ro^s  &  squawley  weather.  Arr**  at 
Fort  Edward  ab*  7  o’clock.  I  stayed  at  Sq*  Smith’s  this 
night  The  postman  went  on. 

15.  Smith  lent  me  H.  Finlay’s  horse  (which  was  left 
in  his  care  last  Fall)  to  go  to  Albany  with  &  by  my  watch 
1  set  off  at  past  8  o’clock  this  mom*,  the  road  in  some 
places  bad,  in  others  very  good.  Arr*  at  Mr.  Neils  at 
Saratoga  (w*’"  is  11  or  12  miles)  5  minutes  before  12 

*A  chaplain  in  the  Quebec  garrison. 
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o'clock.  Order^  hay  &  oats  for  the  horse  but  he  could 
eat  neither  and  laid  himself  down  in  very  great  pain. 
Had  him  bled  in  the  mouth  &  gave  him  a  dose  of  sut, 
salt,  etc.  He  remained  in  great  pain  all  this  day.  At 
night  turned  him  into  the  barn  on  a  bed  of  straw. 

16.  Sunday.  My  horse  this  morn*  much  better  but  he 
could  not  eat  either  hay  or  oats.  I  had  a  mess  of  bran 
mixed  for  him  which  he  eat  very  heartily  off.  1  went  on 
&  hired  a  horse  ah'  a  mile  from  Mr.  Neils  to  carry  me  to 
Still  Water.  The  same  horse  I  was  obliged  to  take  to 
Half  Moon  where  1  did  not  arrive  'till  dark. 

17.  Set  off  with  my  yesterdays  horse  and  inquired  for 
a  mile  or  two  before  1  could  get  any  conveyance.  At  last 
a  Dutchman  would  favor  me  so  far  as  to  takle  his  wagon 
&  take  me  within  4  miles  of  Albany  for  a  dollar.  Arriv’d 
there  at  11  o'clock.  Horse-racing  there.  Could  not  hire 
any  conveyance  to  take  me  to  Albany.  N.  B.  The  Dutch¬ 
man  with  his  waggon  was  going  to  the  horse  race  or 
should  not  have  had  the  conveyance  of  his  wagon. 

18.  Overcast  &  showery  this  morn*.  Ab*  10  o’clock 
this  mom*,  a  waggon  coming  by  I  got  a  cast  in  it  to  Albany. 
Gave  the  man  a  pot  of  beer  for  my  passage.  It  rained 
very  hard  with  some  thunder  &  lightning.  Arriv’d  at 
Albany  ab*  noon,  wet  to  the  skin.  Put  up  at  the  Widow 
Vernons. 

19.  High  wind  &  raw  cold  but  no  rain.  M'  Monier 
went  with  me  to  buy  or  hire  a  horse.  Was  obliged  to 
buy.  Gave  42  1-2  dollars  for  one  of  5  years  old.  Bor¬ 
rowed  8  dollars  of  Mr.  Monier  for  which  I  drew  pn  E. 
W.  Gray  of  Montreal  &  desired  him  to  send  the  money 
by  the  first  post.  I  spent  this  even*  w***  Monier  &  wife. 

20.  The  wind  very  high  &  river  so  full  could  not  cross 
the  ferry. 

21.  Pleasant  weather.  Crossed  the  ferry  at  Albany 
ab*  11  o’clock.  Rode  ab*  36  miles  this  day  &  lodged  at 
Claverie. 

22.  Rain  this  morn*.  Did  not  set  off  till  9  o’clock. 
Stopt  at  one  Youngs  at  Barrington.  There  heard  that  an 
express  came  up  yesterday  which  bro*  an  account  of  a 
scurmish  between  some  of  the  regular  troops  and  some  of 
the  country  people.  At  this  place  the  drum  was  beating 
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to  anus  and  several  people  were  muster’d,  armed.  Went 
on  to  Springs  at  the  entrance  of  the  green  wood.  Slept 
here  for  the  night  Had  here  a  confirmation  of  the 
skirmish,  with  this  addition,  that  the  Regulars  were  drove 
beck  from  Lexinton  to  Boston  and  that  they  went  out  to 
stop  Handcock  &  Adams  from  going  to  the  Congress  at 
Philadelphia  &  to  destroy  magazines  that  were  form*. 
Thunder,  lightning  &  rain  this  ev*  &  during  good  part  of 
the  night.  The  latter  part  of  this  days  road  as  bad  as  I 
ever  travelled. 

23.  Sunday.  Rain  this  morn*.  Set  off  ab*  8  o’clock 
with  two  men  who  were  going  to  Rox berry  or  Cambridge 
to  bear  the  particulars  of  the  engagement.  Various  re¬ 
ports  this  day.  Lodged  near  Springfield. 

24.  Rode  ab*  2  mile  &  crossed  the  ferry  &  breakfasted 
at  Springfield.  A  rainy  morn*.  Adams  the  postman 
here.  He  gave  us  an  acc*  of  his  mails  being  taken  from 
the  Post  Office  at  Hartford,  Gen'  Gage’s  letters  taken  out 
&  burnt  with  ab*  300  of  Revington’s  papers.*  We  set  off 
with  4  men,  three  from  Connecticut  &  one  Doc'  Bennet 
from  Birkshire  county  all  after  news.  Met  many  return’d 
soldiers  &  horses  &  others  going  down  we  overtook. 
The  roads  very  full  of  travellers.  Lodged  at  Spencer. 

25.  Clear  &  very  warm  weather.  At  Worcester  ab* 
11  o’clock  stopt  w**  [John]  Handcock  and  Sam*  Adams. 
This  day  we  past  a  great  number  of  Troops  going  to  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Lodged  at  Sudbury. 

26.  Breakfasted  at  Watertown.  Went  through  Cam¬ 
bridge  where  1  was  detained  two  or  three  hours  waiting 
for  a  pass.  At  last  known  by  Col"  Dudley  Sargent. 
Dine<i  w'**  Gen'  [Artemas]  Ward  &  bis  officers.  Col® 
Sargent  ab*  3  o’clock  set  off  with  me  for  Salem.  He  in¬ 
formed  me  that  most  of  the  people  from  Salem  were  re¬ 
moved  into  the  country.  Arriv’d  at  Salem  just  at  dusk. 
Found  all  our  folks  at  home  excepting  Peggy,f  who  w** 
Mrs.  Higginson,:^  her  mother  Cleveland,  and  her  two  sis¬ 
ters  were  gone  to  Portsmouth. 

•Rivin^n's  New  York  Gazetteer,  a  Tory  newspaper. 

tHis  sister  Margaret,  who  had  marri^  Stephen  Cleveland  of 
Salem. 

^Mrs.  Snaanna,  wife  of  Stephen  Higginson  and  daughter  of  Rev. 
Aaron  Cleveland. 
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27.  Took  a  walk  round  the  town.  Saw  many  people, 
knew  but  few,  was  not  known  by  many.  Great  numbers 
of  people  leaving  Marblehead,  Cape  Ann  &  Salem. 

28.  Mr.  Good[a]le  &  wife  w***  Miss  Sus*  Higginson, 
Mr*  [William]  Pincheon  &  family,  w***  several  more  sailed 
this  morn*  for  Nantucket. 

29.  Various  reports  relating  [to]  Boston  affairs  &  the 
Camp  at  Cambridge.  One  hour,  Gen'  Gage  will  let  the 
people  out  of  Boston,  then  alter  his  mind  and  put  a  stop 
to  their  going. 

30.  An  acc*  arr**  this  day  that  the  New  York  people 
had  secured  1500  stand  of  arms  and  all  the  stores  pur¬ 
chased  for  Government. 

May  1,  1775.  Several  people  an**  at  Salem  by  water 
from  Boston  last  even*.  Dined  at  the  old  Esq”  with 
Billy’s  widow.  Drank  tea  w***  Mrs.  Cabot. 

2.  I  in  c®  w***  N.  S[parhawk]  &  mother  set  off  for 
Portsmouth.  Dined  at  Newbury  where  I  was  stopt  an 
hour  or  two  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  by  which  means 
1  did  not  arrive  at  Portsmouth  till  after  9  o’clock  in  the 
ev*.  Met  by  the  watch  going  into  town.  Exam**  by  some 
of  the  Committee  at  Peggy’s  just  after  my  arrival.  Ques¬ 
tioned  again  ab*  12  o’clock  this  night  and  had  a  watch 
round  the  bouse  all  night  and  live  or  six  people  to  exam¬ 
ine  me  in  the  morn*.  Dined  with  Peggy. 

5.  Left  Portsmouth  this  morn*.  l3ined  at  Newbury. 
N.  Sparhawk  &  W.  Pike  proceeded  to  Salem.  1  staid 
with  Bromfield  &  spent  the  even*  with  S.  Hooper. 

6.  Left  Newbuiy'  this  morn*  &  arr**  at  Salem  this  af 
ternoon. 

7.  Sunday.  Pleasant  weather  this  week. 

13.  This  day  S[tephen]  Cleveland  sailed  in  a  brig*  for 
the  West  Indies.  Sparhawk  and  I  went  down  the  har¬ 
bour  with  him. 

16.  C.  Touzel  sail**. 

21.  Sunday.  In  the  morn*  heard  noisy  Parson  Por¬ 
ter.**  In  the  afternoon  went  to  hear  young  Smith.  N. 
Gardner  to  meeting  w***  me. 

*Possibly  Rev.  Nathaniel  Porter,  born  in  Topafleld,  in  July  ap¬ 
pointed  as  chaplain  in  a  N.  H.  regiment. 
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23.  Heard  of  a  skirmish  at  Way  mouth  between  the 
country  people  there  &  some  regular  soldiers  which  were 
sent  for  Hay  on  Grape  Island.  The  soldiera  drove  off  & 
the  hay  burnt. 

24.  Part  of  the  Salem  Comp'  marched  this  afternoon 
for  Cambridge.  [Samuel]  Porter*  set  off  for  Cambridge. 

25.  Thursday.  I  set  off  from  Salem  ab*  noon  for 
Cambridge,  where  1  arr**  ab*  4  o’clock,  P.  M.  Found 
Porter  just  ready  to  mount  his  horse  &  return  to  Salem. 
He  stopt  a  short  time  for  me  to  get  a  pass  from  General 
Ward  which  I  did.  Then  he  set  off  &  it  was  agreed  that 
I  should  meet  him  at  Reding  this  even*.  Lodged  at 
Reding. 

26.  Put  up  this  evening  at  one  Shepherd’s  at  Sow- 
hegan. 

27.  Pleasant  this  day.  Went  through  Willton,  Pe¬ 
terborough  &  to  Dublin  where  we  lodged  at  one  Morses. 

28.  Sunday,  Went  to  Wymans  at  Keene  where  we 
spent  the  tlay. 

29.  Arriv’d  this  even*  at  Whites  in  Charlestown  or 
N®  4.  This  even*  Porter  &  I  settled  our  expenses  &  he 
determineil  to  return  to  Salem. 

30.  This  morn*  I  hired  a  man  to  go  with  me  part  of 
the  way  thro:  the  woods.  We  breakfasted  here  and 
Porter  changed  his  mind  and  went  on  with  me.  We 
reached  Coffins  at  Cavendish  at  dark. 

31.  Pleasant  weather  but  the  roads  bad.  We  reached 
to  one  Bottoms  at  Otter  Creek  ab*  sundown.  This  night 
was  a  very  heavy  thunder  shower.  Here  Porter  was 
wavering  again. 

June  1,  1775.  Porter  set  off  with  me  again.  We  put 
up  towards  night  at  one  Steven’s  at  Pitford.  Just  after 
we  had  got  in,  arriv’d  a  man  from  Ticonderoga  who  said 
it  was  impossible  for  anyone  to  pass  the  lakes.  This  so 
startled  Porter  that  he  again  resolved  to  proceed  with  me 
no  farther  but  return  to  Bottom’s  &  from  thence  proceed 

•Samuel  Porter,  a  Salem  lawyer,  an  addresser  of  Hutchinson,  and 
loyalist,  who  was  livinf;  in  London  in  1770,  where  he  died  in  1798. 
It  is  said  that  he  indicated  to  Lient-Col.  Leslie  which  street  he 
should  take  on  reaching  Salem,  Feb.  28,  1775,  while  on  the  way  to 
the  North  Bridge. 
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to  Albany.  I  gave  him  a  letter  to  the  Postmaster  there, 
J.  Monier. 

2.  I  discharged  my  man  this  morn^  &  he  returned  and 
Porter  with  him,*  I  now  had  to  travel  on  by  myself  and 
as  the  sun  got  high  it  grew  very  hot  1  reached  to  one 
Wiswall’s  ab*  3  o’clock,  P.  M.  Here  I  turned  my  horse 
out  to  feed  and  remained  here. 

3.  Set  off  for  Ticonderoga.  The  road  being  much 
shorter  &  better  than  going  thro ;  the  woods  to  Crown 
Point.  Besides  1  had  com'  to  Ti ;  where  we  arr**  at  3 
o’clock,  P.  M.  The  command*  officer  here  is  Cap*  Her¬ 
rick.  Col°*  Allen  and  Easton  came  to  Ti ;  this  even*. 

4.  Sunday.  Spent  the  day  at  Ti :  Two  companies 
arr*  across  Lake  George.  The  Sloop,  scho',  &c.  sailed 
down  the  Lake  this  day. 

6.  Ab*  11  o’clock  A.  M.  I  left  Ti :  in  a  large  boat 
which  was  going  to  Crown  Point  with  a  comp'  of  sol¬ 
diers.  Arr**  at  the  Point  ab*  3  o’clock,  P.  M.  Put  up  at 
Lewis’s.  One  Cap*  Noble  commands  here. 

6.  I  at  the  Point  this  day.  This  even*  an**  from  Ti ; 
Col*  [Ethan]  Allen  &  Easton  w***  a  com'  of  men  &  one 
Cap*  Brown  from  Cambridge  with  letters  for  Col®  Arnold 
came  with  him.  A  thunder  squawl  this  evening. 

7.  After  getting  a  jmss  from  Cap*  Noble  I  went  on 
board  a  batteau  which  was  taking  Cap*  Brown  with  letters 
to  Arnold  who  is  on  board  the  sloop  on  Lake  Champlain 
there.  There  was  besides  Brown,  Cap*  Greaves,  L* 
Jones,  a  brother  of  Brown’s  &  12  soldiers  besides  myself. 
This  day  we  met  the  three  Stockbridge  Indians  who  were 
taken  by  Sam’  McKay  at  S*  John’s,  bound  &  carried  to 
Montreal.  The  marks  of  the  cords  in  their  arms  still 
remained  &  they  shew  to  Capt.  Brown,  &  they  beged  that 
if  ever  McKay  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  American 
forces,  he  might  be  delivered  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians. 
Stopped  at  one  Parsons’s  and  slept. 

8.  P.  M.  reached  to  Point  au  Feire.  Here  we  stayed 
this  night.  A  very  heavy  thunder  squawl  &  rain  just 
after  we  had  got  in. 

*In  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Edward  Augustus  Holyoke  of  Salem,  written 
from  Nantucket,  June 21,  1775,  appears  the  following:  “We  have 
Just  had  an  account  that  Mr.  Porter  the  lawyer  was  shot  going  to 
Qnebeck  with  a  letter.*’ 
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9.  This  mom*  heard  three  large  guns  from  the  sloop 
&  schooner  which  were  a  few  miles  nearer  S*  Johns  than 
we  were.  Got  on  board  our  boat  &  went  for  them.  We 
past  the  schooner  as  she  was  under  sail  &  three  batteaus. 
A  little  below  there  we  saw  the  sloop  under  sail  &  another 
batteau.  Went  on  board  the  sloop.  Breakfasted  with 
Col°  Benedict  Arnold  on  chocolate,  fresh  venison  roasted, 
&  fresh  fish  broil’d.  I  was  then  set  on  shore  at  P*  au 
Feire  at  Col®  Christie’s  house  in  which  lived  an  old 
Scotchman  by  himself.  The  wind  was  so  high  till  near  1 
o’clock  P.  M.  that  we  could  not  stir  with  a  cannoe.  Then 
the  wind  abated  a  little  &  he  went  with  us  in  a  cannoe  2 
leagues  to  a  French  house  where  we  arr**  ab*  3  o’clock, 
P.  M.  1  was  then  within  ab*  22  miles  of  Johns  but 
could  not  hire  a  Frenchman  to  go  there  with  me.  They 
were  all  afraid  of  being  stopt  by  the  regular  troops  there. 
Ab^  dusk  a  Frenchman  put  me  on  a  raft  that  was  going 
down  belonging  to  Hay  &  Glenny.  The  raft  was  going 
down  w***  the  stream  all  night. 

10.  At  dusk  within  ab*  2  miles  of  S*  Johns,  a  boat 
with  a  sergeant  &  8  men,  armed,  came  to  us  &  abused  the 
master  of  the  raft  for  letting  his  cannoe  go  on  shore  with 
two  men  who  went  to  fetch  dry  stuff  to  make  a  smoke  to 
drive  the  mosquitos  away.  This  boat  took  me  to  Johns 
where  1  fell  in  with  a  number  of  old  acquaintances 
amongst  whom  was  Doc'  Gill  who  provided  me  a  bed.  I 
supp’d  w^**  the  mess  of  officers.  Beef,  cheese  &  porter. 

11.  Sunday.  Breakfasted  w'**  Doc'  Gill.  Spent  an 
hour  or  two  in  viewing  the  lines  throw*  up  at  S*  Johns 
under  the  directions  of  Cap*  Williams  of  the  train.  Hired 
a  horse  &  set  off  for  Lapireire  ab*  11  o’clock.  Arr*  there 
ab*  3  o’clock  P.  M.  Dined  at  M'  Killups.  From  there 
went  across  the  river  to  the  Island  of  Montreal  in  a  bat¬ 
teau  with  6  hands.  The  wind  very  high.  Arr**  in  the 
town  of  Montreal  at  6  o’clock  P.  M.  &  immediately  wait¬ 
ed  on  Gov'  Carleton  (who  was  at  the  India  House)  and 
shew  him  the  letters  &  newspapers  which  I  had  with  me. 
The  former  he  looked  at  &  returned  to  me  directly  with¬ 
out  breaking  a  seal  &  liberty  to  deliver  as  soon  as  I 
pleased.  The  papers  he  said  he  would  be  glad  I  would 
leave  with  L*  (^ov'  Cramake  and  I  oomply’d  with  the  re- 
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quest.  Paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Ermantinger  &  many  others. 
Supped  with  E.  W.  Gray  &  lodged  at  his  house.  N.  B. 
Gray  told  me  the  disgrace  w®**  had  lately  happened  in  a 
family  of  our  acquaintance. 

12.  Breakfasted  w“*  M®  Blake,  then  with  M®  Torrey 
and  family.  At  noon  agreed  to  set  off  for  Quebec  this 
afternoon  w^**  L*  Layard  of  the  Reg*.  Dined  w**’  E.  W. 
Gray.  Left  Montreal  between  6  &  7  o’clock  this  ev“  A 
clear  fine  night.  Road  the  whole  of  it. 

13.  Arr**  at  McKay’s  at  Berthier  just  at  daylight. 
Dined  at  Three  Rivers.  Supped  and  lodged  at  Decham- 
beaux.  N.  B.  The  troops  at  S*  Johns  are  parts  of  the 
7**“  &  26**“  Reg*®  and  some  artillery. 

14.  Left  Dechambeaux  ab*  7  o’clock  this  morn*  I 
stopt  at  Holland  House*  ab*  2  P.  M.  M”  Finlay  in  town. 
I  came  in  on  horseback.  N.  B.  L*  Gov*  Cramake  did 
not  give  me  my  newspapers  till  just  as  I  was  going  off 
from  Montreal  &  then  with  a  caution  who  I  let  see  them. 
Bouchette  in  whom  came  Eb*  Torrey,  arr’*  here  last  Sat¬ 
urday.  Watts  &  his  wife  came  in  the  same  vessel. 

16.  I  dined  w***  Jacob  Rowe.f  M”  Rowe  just  got  ab* 
from  lay*  in  w**"  a  daughter.  M”  Scott  has  a  son. 

16.  Dined  w***  J.  Hanna  &  wife. 

18.  Sunday.  Went  to  meeting  to  hear  Parson  Henry. 
Just  as  I  had  returned  to  the  lower  town  from  kirk,  came 
on  a  very  heavy  thunder  shower  but  it  did  not  last  long. 
Dined  at  home. 

20.  This  day  arr**  the  ship  Prince  of  Wales,  Cap*  H* 
Fourneaux  from  London  &  the  brig*  Cap*  Bibbens  from 
Nfland. 

22.  At  procession  this  day. 

25.  Sunday.  J.  C.  Minot:(  ari^  this  morning  from  La 
Chenie.  The  Brig*  Sally,  Tho*  Thompson,  arP*  from 
Boston  ab*  3  o’clock  P.  M.  in  which  came  passengers 
Jon*  Clarke,  M"  M®Neil  with  four  children  &  two  negros. 
They  bro*  the  first  acc°  that  was  heard  here  of  Putnam 

*The  residence  of  Hon.  Hugh  Finlaj.  It  was  occnpied  by  Mont¬ 
gomery  as  bis  headquarters,  and  stood  two  miles  west  of  St.  Johns 
gate. 

tMerchant  in  Quebec;  also  Deputy  Provost  Marshal. 

1  Probably  Jonas  Clark  Minot,  son  of  Stephen  Minot,  merchant  of 
Boston. 
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with  a  party  of  men  taking  the  cattle  off  Notlles  Island 
and  destroying  an  armed  schooner  at  Chelsea  on  the  night 
l)etween  the  27***  &  28***  of  May  last. 

28.  Wednesday.  Nothing  material  by  the  Post.  At 
noon  was  smuggled  into  Simpson’s  Coffee  House  attend’d 
by  the  father  &  sponsers  as  assistants,  a  letter  wrote  to 
Gen*  Carleton  begging  the  fav*  of  him  to  make  them  (the 
subscribers)  soldiers  in  the  room  of  the  Regular  Troops 
w'**  the  letter  says  it  was  necessary  he  should  remove 
from  this  and  the  house  being  at  that  time  very  full,  many 
signed  it  without  reading ;  &  many  signed  because  a 
number  of  names  to  it  with  whom  they  were  acquainted, 
some  because  they  would  not  be  thought  singular,  & 
others  for  fear  of  affronting  the  person  who  asked  them, 
but  most  of  them  before  night  would  have  l)een  very  glad 
their  names  had  not  been  there  as  the  Gov*  could  not  get 
any  of  y*  French  to  enlist  ’till  they  saw  what  the  English 
would  do.  This  method  was  pitched  on  as  the  readiest  and 
most  likely  to  succeed  ;  by  some  of  the  Government  i>arty, 
and  was  then  produced  to  the  French  as  a  president  and 
in  a  great  measure  answered,  for  this  evening  18  or  20  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  French  at  Quebec  bad  a  meeting 
at  Prentices. 

29.  S*  Peter’s  Day.  As  the  French  j^eople  came  from 
church  ab*  noon,  great  numl^ers  went  immediately  to 
Prentices  where  a  letter  much  of  the  same  tenor  &  stile 
was  signed  by  them  sis  1  have  been  informed  and  both 
letters  or  the  copyes  of  them  w'itb  the  names  of  the  sign¬ 
ers  were  sent  by  this  days  post  to  General  Carleton  (who 
is  now  at  Montreal)  to  make  the  most  he  can  of  it  there. 
This  day  I  was  informed  that  the  Gen*  had  sent  off  from 
Montreal  ab*  30  vagabond  savages  which  he  picked  up  to 
join  the  troops  at  S*  Johns,  but  that  the  Huron  tribe  had 
refused  going.  Snow  Hero,  Cap*  Le  Masurier,  arr**  from 
Falmouth. 

80.  The  Brig*  Lady  Tyrconnell,  David  Kinloch,  arr** 
from  Spain.  This  evening  arr"*  a  small  Schooner,  Oliver 
White,  master,  which  left  Salem  a  few  days  before  me. 
He  has  l)een  to  Casco  Bay  and  Chaleur  Bay. 

July  1,  1775.  Labadie  the  postman  arr^  at  the  office 
ab*  6  o’clock  this  morn*.  He  brings  an  acc*  that  the  Ca- 
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nadians  at  La  Chenie,  Lassumption  and  the  villages  around 
there  had  rose  to  the  number  of  11  or  1200  men,  armed 
with  pitch  forks,  hows,  etc.  &  drove  off  the  people  whom 
Gen'  Carleton  has  sent  from  Montreal  as  officers  for  that 
militia,  declar“  they  would  (if  they  should  be  formed  into 
a  militia)  have  English  men  to  lead  them  or  some  of  their 
neighbours  such  as  tliey  should  choose.  One  Jolly  was 
taken  up  as  ringleader  but  the  Gov'  after  hearing  the 
story  released  him  gave  him  a  cap'*  corn®  We  also 
heard  that  a  gentleman  from  Phil*,  who  came  across  the 
lakes  with  Prince  of  Montreal,  was  corn*  down  to  Quebec 
with  Doby,  and  that  Doby  had  a  letter  from  Finlay  to 
M'*  Finlay.  Jn°  Blake,  Dobie,  &  one  M'  Nichols  arr**  at 
Prentices  ab'  8  o’clock  this  morn“.  M'  Nichols  tells  me 
M'  Finlay  was  gone  from  New  York  by  water  for  Boston 
where  he  proposed  getting  a  passage  round  to  Quebec  by 
water.  M'*  Finlay  came  to  town  this  forenoon.  M'  Fin¬ 
lay  writes  her  word  that  he  was  cruising  in  a  frigate  w'** 
Cap'  Montigree,  for  a  fortnight,  to  meet  with  the  packet 
from  England,  that  it  might  not  fall  into  the  bands  of  the 
people  from  S”  Carolina  who  had  fitted  out  a  vessel  to 
intercept  her.  Gen'  Carleton  has  stopt  a  great  number  of 
newspapers  at  Montreal  which  were  bro'  by  this  M'  Nich¬ 
ols.  I  saw  a  N.  York  paper  which  was  forw"*  by  Finlay 
to  Scott,  of  the  1*'  June.  Nothing  very  material  in  it 
but  that  the  Congress  at  N.  York  disapprove  of  any  one’s 
coming  into  this  province  of  Quebec  &  disturbing  the 
quiet  of  the  people  here.  I  saw  an  Essex  Gazette  bro'  by 
Cap*  White  of  the  1**  June  in  which  is  the  recantations  of 
many  Salem  people  who  signed  an  address  to  Gov'  Hutch¬ 
inson.  Among  the  names  was  Nath'  Dabney.* 

2.  I  went  to  hear  Parson  Henry.  M'*  M®Neil  & 
daughter  w'**  Cap'  Watts  dined  w'**  us. 

4.  John  Blake  dined  with  us.  No  material  occur- 
ancies. 

5.  Wednesday.  Dubord  came  to  the  office  w'**  the 
Montreal  mail  ab'  6  o'clock.  Had  an  acc'  by  him  of  one 
Sinclair,  a  gunsmith,  shooting  a  man  at  Montreal  last 
Monday  mom*.  Sinclair  is  in  goal.  The  quarrel  was 

*A  physician  of  Salem  who  went  to  England  in  1T77  and  died  be¬ 
fore  the  peace. 
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ab*  a  house  that  the  Frenchman  had  bo*  and  Sinclair  lived 
in  &  would  not  leave.  The  owner  to  get  out  the  tenant 
began  taking  the  roof  off  &  the  tenant  shot  him.  With 
tide  this  day  arr*  Cap*  N.  LeMasurier,  in  the  ship  Mary 
from  Falmouth  &  W”*  Jackson  in  the  Brig*  from  London. 
N.  B.  This  is  one  of  the  missing  vessels  out  40  odd  days. 
Also  Sanderson  in  the  Brig*  from  Milford  in  a  short  pas¬ 
sage.  By  him  we  have  an  acc*  that  y*  American  Acts  will 
nut  be  repealed.  Lord  Camden’s  speech  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  the  Quebec  petition  for  the  reiieal  of  the  Canada 
bill  but  to  no  effect.  An  acc*  of  the  death  of  the  Queen 
of  Denmark  at  Zell.  Several  heavy  showers  this  after¬ 
noon. 

6.  Toward  even*  a  gent"  from  N.  York  but  last  from 
Nfland  came  across  from  Point  Levi.  1  shew  him  the 
way  to  N.  Bayard.  He  gives  an  acc*  of  several  vessels 
being  in  the  river,  among  which  are  two  transports  from 
Boston.  The  master  of  one  he  says  gives  an  acc*  of  a 
battle  being  fought  between  the  Regular  troops  &  Provin¬ 
cials.  The  |)srticular8  he  could  not  learn  but  they  saw 
nineteen  boat  load  of  wounded  Regulars  bro*  back  to 
Boston.  Report  by  some  is  that  the  fight  was  at  Dorches¬ 
ter  Hill,  others  say  at  Roxberry.  This  even*  the  two 
Torreys,  Jn®  &  Eb'  set  off  for  Montreal. 

7.  This  day  four  or  five  topsail  vessels  arrived,  a 
transport  or  two  from  Boston.  The  report  off  the  Cap* 
of  one  of  the  transports  is  that  the  battle  was  at  Charles¬ 
town  hill ;  that  a  party  of  Provincials  were  on  the  ev*  of 
the  17*"  entrenching  themselves  there  &  a  party  of  the 
Regulars  were  sent  out  to  dislodge  them.  On  their  first 
appearance  the  town  of  Charlestown  was  set  on  fire  & 
wholly  destroyed.  That  in  fore*  the  entrenchments  great 
numbers  he  believes  were  killed  on  both  sides  but  that 
the  entrenchments  were  carried  by  the  Regulars  with  the 
loss  of  about  800  men.  Among  the  killed  is  Maj'  Pit¬ 
cairn,  Capt.  Johnson  &  Capt.  Smith.  Gen.  Howe  with 
Maj*  Pitcairn’s  son  wounded.  What  the  loss  was  on  the 
other  side  he  can’t  tell.  By  a  mem®  which  the  mate  of 
this  transport  has  in  the  log-book,  the  battle  lasted  one 
hour  &  sixteen  minutes  and  the  regulars  liad  upwards  of 
two  thousand  men  killed  &  wounded. 
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8.  This  morn*  arr**  at  Quebec,  H'  Boone.  The  vessel 
he  was  coming  from  London  in  was  cast  away  on  some 
part  of  Nfland,  vessel  &  cargo  lost.  The  vessel  was 
loaded  for  M'  Drummond.  The  chief  of  her  cargo  was 
two  stills  &  a  number  of  bricks  for  a  new  distillery  M' 
Drummond  intended  setting  up.  M'  M“Cullock  came 
down  from  Montreal  w^  the  post  w®**  arr**  this  morn*.  He 
brings  an  acc*  that  Brook  Watson,*  Young  Toiinencourt,f 
Perras  were  arr^  at  Montreal  from  N.  York  in  a  short 
passage  across  Lake  Champlain.  Watson  brought  a  news¬ 
paper  w***  an  acc*  of  the  battle  at  Charlestown  w®**  the 
Provincials  had  seventy  killed  &  no  more.  That  the 
Regulars  had  five  hundred  killed  &  upwards  besides 
wounded  &  we  here  seem  as  yet  in  the  dark  whether  the 
Regulars  carried  the  trenches  or  not.  Misses  Skenes  are 
arr**  at  Montreal. 

9.  This  morn*  arr**  here  old  Maj'  Skeene’s  sister  &  his 
two  daughters.  Borrowed  J.  Welles:^  caleche  &  hired 
another  &  went  with  the  sister  &  eldest  daughter  to  Hol¬ 
land  House.  It  was  so  late  before  we  got  out  M'*  Finlay 
was  come  to  town  to  church.  It  began  to  rain  between 
twelve  &  one  o’clock  and  continued  rain*  the  most  part 
of  this  afternoon.  Went  by  S.  P’s  invitation  to  M” 
Phillip’s  w^**  the  Misses  Skenes  where.  1  see  Miss  Salley 
for  the  first  time  since  my  arrival  but  such  an  alteration 
in  the  looks  of  a  person  of  her  years  ab*  the  body  1  think 
I  never  saw. 

10.  Pleasant  weather.  Toward  evening  M'  Finlay 
arr**  across  the  river  from  Point  Levy.  He  left  the  trans¬ 
port  in  which  he  came  from  Boston  in  at  Bic  &  came  up 
by  land.  He  bro*  with  him  the  April  Packet.  He  se[n]t 
for  me  to  Prentices  at  ^  past  11  o’clock  at  night.  Dunn, 
Collins,  Scott  &  S.  Phillips  was  with  him.  Brook  Wat¬ 
son  and  (Tallsop§  arr*  from  Montreal  at  12  o’clock  in  the 
night.  At  1  o’clock  I  sent  off  Tupin  as  express  with 

*A  London  merchant,  afterwards  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

t  An  official  under  the  French  regime,  who,  alter  the  conquest,  be¬ 
came  bead  of  the  militia  for  Three  Rivers  district.  He  was  a  man 
of  considerable  wealth. 

t  A  Quebec  merchant,  who  Joined  the  Americans. 

iAllsopp. 
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Gen*  Carleton’s  letters  w®**  came  in  the  April  Packet  and 
the  letters  for  the  Gent"  at  Montreal. 

11.  Finlay  very  unwell  w***  a  cold,  oppression  at  the 
stomach  &  a  fever.  Doc*  Badelair*  went  out  to  see  him. 
Nothing  material.  Various  are  the  reports  of  the  battle 
at  Charlestown. 

12.  Wednesday.  Nothing  new  by  the  Post.  N.  E. 
wind  &  thick  weather  this  afternoon.  J.  Rowe  &  self 
walked  out  to  Fiulay.  He  is  very  unwell  but  better  than 
he  was  yesterday.  He  was  blooded  this  morn'.  One  of 
the  Transports  arriv’d  this  even*  from  Boston  but  sailed 
before  the  battle  at  Charlestown  &  brings  us  nothing  new. 

18.  This  day  1  took  the  follow*  acc^  of  the  troops  in 
Boston,  etc.  from  a  mem®  I  chanced  to  meet  with,  viz. 

7  Reg^  of  F.  &  1  of  Dragoons  arrived  added  to  11 
**  Reg**  brides  1200  marines. 

“  ’Tis  reported  the  17***  June  and  the  Rebels  beat  from 

the  heights  of  Charlestown. 

“  Now  on  the  present  establishment  there  is  but  500 
“  men  in  a  Reg*  so  that  allow*  them  to  be  compleat  the 
“  7  Reg**  &  1  Reg*  dragoons  will  am*  to  4000 

“  11  Reg**  will  be .  6500 

**  Add  the  marines  ......  1200 

**  will  make  but  13,700  men.  Many  from  these  may  be 

deducted  for  killed  &  wounded  in  two  or  three  late 
“  scurmishes.” 

The  clouds  appeared  very  heavy,  thick  and  black 
towards  noon.  Ab*  ^  past  one  o’clock  P.  M.  there  was  a 
very  severe  flash  of  lightning  &  a  very  heavy  clap  of 
Thunder,  by  which  a  mast  of  a  sloop  laying  off  in  the 
road  was  struck  and  shivered  &  split  to  pieces  as  well  as 
the  main-top-gallant  mast,  main-top-mast,  &  main-mast  of 
a  ship  which  lay  near  the  sloop,  but  no  lives  lost.  I  dined 
at  Prentices.  Jn®  Blake  set  off  for  Montreal. 

16.  This  day  Malcolm  Fraserf  formerly  a  L*  in  the 
78***  Reg*  shew  me  half  a  Phil*  paper  in  w®**  was  printed  a 
letter  he  had  wrote  some  lime  (>ast  w®**  was  intercepted  at 
Crown  Point  giving  some  acc*  of  the  dispositions  of  the 
Inhabitants  &  people  in  this  province.  I  believe  it  was 

*Surgeon  Major. 

tSerred  at  Plains  of  Abraham,  afterwards  became  colonel. 
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given  him  by  M'^  Dunn  who  1  imagine  had  rec**  it  from 
Gen'  Carleton  at  Montreal.  Pleasant  weather. 

16.  Went  to  hear  Parson  Henry  this  mom*.  Finlay 
came  to  town  for  the  first  time  since  his  arrival.  Went 
out  before  dinner.  Dined  at  home.  Drank  tea  with  M'* 
Rowe. 

17.  Dined  with  J.  Rowe  &  wife.  Cap*  Hall  disap¬ 
pointed  them  by  not  com*  to  dinner.  Some  showers  this 
afternoon.  Rowe  &  I  went  to  the  goal.  Willmot  not  at 
home.  His  wife  opened  the  door  look*  like  a  half-bred 
fury.  Rowe  began  to  ask  one  Lewis  when  he  expected  to 
be  released.  M'*  Willmot  immediately  ordered  him  into 
another  room  &  told  him  he  was  to  answer  no  one  any 
question  that  they  asked  him.  Rowe  then  asked  to  see 
the  prisoners  in  the  other  end  of  the  goal  &  she  refused 
open*  the  door  telling  him  it  was  M'  Dunn’s  orders  that 
no  person  but  the  Goaler  was  to  be  allowed  to  speak  to 

a  prisoner  without  his  orders.  N.  B.  This  Lewis  - 

is  one  sent  from  Montreal  by  Gov'  Carleton  for  saying 
some  things  w*^**  displeased  the  Gov'.  Military  law  this. 

18.  This  afternoon  took  a  walk  to  Finlay’s.  He  much 
better.  Cap*  Hunter  in  his  Majesty’s  armed  Brig*  the 
Gaspie  arr^  here. 

19.  By  the  Courier  from  Montreal  this  day  we  have 
an  acc*  of  the  arrival  there  of  Col°  Johnston,*  Cap*  Claus, 
Cap*  McLean  &  some  others  from  the  Mohawk  River. 
This  even*  at  Prentices,  the  English  Militia  met  by  desire 
of  M'  Dunn.  Ab*  100  collected  together.  W“  Hay,  C. 
J.,t  attended  by  M'  Dunn,  Collins,  W“  Grant  &  some 
other  courtiers.  Opened  the  meeting  by  calling  for  two 
large  bowls  of  punch  and  then  by  beginning  a  harangue 
to  the  people.  “  Gentlemen  (says  he)  the  design  of  your 
**  meeting  at  this  time  is  to  see  how  many  we  can  muster 

as  a  militia,  to  appoint  you  officers,  &  set  an  example  to 
“  the  French  people  who  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  are  very 
**  backward  at  this  time  to  form  themselves  into  a  Body 
**  tho  :  not  so  much  as  I  believe  in  this  district  as  in  Mon- 
“  treal.”  Then  told  us  that  we  must  form  ourselves  into 

*607  Johnson,  Lieut.  Colonel  and  Superintendent  General  of 
Indian  affairs. 

t Chief  Justice. 
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some  such  Body  before  any  modes  of  Law  could  be  estab¬ 
lished  and  then  as  the  time  was  short  for  them  to  fix  on 
proper  officers  be  would  take  on  himself  to  name  four 
Gent”  which  he  doubted  not  they  would  have  no  objec¬ 
tions  to.  He  then  named  Cap*  Neiran,  Cap*  Elquiae,* 
Alex'f  &  Malcolm  Fraser,  four  half-pay  officers.  The 
people  then  were  desired  to  consider  of  the  matter  &  have 
a  meeting  again  soon.  There  was  something  said  by 
Rowe,  M*Cord,:f  Gregory,  &  two  or  three  more,  but  with¬ 
out  rule  or  order.  Gregory  told  the  Judge  that  be  was 
always  ready  to  defend  his  own  property  &  that  of  his 
neighbors.  The  Judge  stopt  him  rather  short  &  said  so 
would  every  Goote  in  the  Parieh,  he  supposed.  The  meet¬ 
ing  broke  up  &  agreed  to  meet  on  Saturday  next  on  the 
Parade. 

20.  Cap*  Parks,  master  of  one  of  the  Transports, 
dined  with  us.  Towards  evening  a  meeting  of  the  Mer¬ 
chants  &  others  at  Sim))son’s,  Jn”  Wells  in  the  chair.  The 
design  of  the  meeting  was  declared  to  be  for  the  purpose 
of  knowing  the  minds  of  the  people,  whether  they  would 
form  themselves  into  a  militia  or  private  company  and 
choose  officers  from  amongst  themselves  to  command  that 
company  &  apply  to  the  Gov^  to  confirm  that  choice  by 
giving  such  persons  commissions.  After  some  debate  the 
question  was  put  &  carried  by  a  very  great  majority.  A 
few  disent*  on  acc*  of  their  having  the  ev*  before  given 
their  vote  for  the  half-pay  officers  which  were  mentioned 
by  the  Chief  Justice.  Others  desired  to  defer  giving 
their  voice  at  present  &  some  would  give  it  at  the  parade 
on  Saturday.  Then  was  nominated  &  unanimously  chose 
as  officers,  viz.  Anthony  Vialars,  Cap*  Charles  Grant,  !■* 
Lt.,  Randle  Meredith,  2<^  L*.,  John  Painter,  £n*.,  &  Peter 
Mills  §  as  Adjutant. 

21.  This  forenoon,  Jn®  Welles,  Z'  M®Cauley,  Ja* 

*Major  Ecayer  came  early  to  Canada  and  waa  one  of  the  commie- 
■ionen  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Canadians.  Serred 
through  the  siege. 

tCaptain  in  the  78th  regiment  (Fraser’s  Highlanders). 

(A  Quebec  merchant,  who  gave  annoyance  to  the  goremment  by 
persistent  agitation  for  an  Assembly. 

{Adjutant  in  British  militia.  Was  made  prisoner  in  the  action  in 
which  Montgomery  was  killed.  Marshal  of  the  Vice- Admiralty. 
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Cummins,  &  Jn°  Painter  waited  on  the  Hon*»**  Tho* 
Dunn,  Esq'  as  presiding  in  the  absence  of  the  Gov'  with 
the  resolves  of  the  meeting  last  evening  and  the  names 
of  the  Officers  pitched  on  and  M'  Dunn  approved  of  the 
choice.  After  M'  Welles’  return  to  the  lower  town  he 
rec**  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  W™  Hey,  C.  J.  telling  him 
that  the  meeting  at  Simpsons  the  night  before  appeared  to 
him  a  party  affair  and  tliat  Welles  was  a  fomenter  & 
stirrer  up  of  that  party  to  wdiich  long  letter  M'  Welles 
wrote  him  not  a  very  long  answer. 

22.  Ab*  the  English  Merchants,  Traders  &  others 
mustered  on  the  parade  according  to  appointment,  some 
with  and  some  without  firelocks.  Cha*  Grant  at  the  head 
of  ah'  50  men  with  firelocks,  marched  in  Indian  file  from 
the  lower  Town  market  place  to  the  parade  in  the  upper 
town.  Alexander  Simpson  bro'  up  the  rear  as  Lieut. 
Cha*  in  the  front,  on  his  right  was  a  highland  piper  mak¬ 
ing  a  most  horrid  noise  with  his  bagpipes,  &  on  his  left 
Costen  with  his  broad  ax  on  his  shoulder.  On  the  parade 
all  was  drawn  up  by  Ja*  Thompson*  &  Peter  Mills,  M' 
Dunn,  Alex'  Johnston,  Doc'  Mabane  &  others  falling  into 
the  ranks.  The  Judge  came  down  to  review  the  troops 
&  after  taking  a  turn  or  two  around  the  whole  Body  & 
W“  Grant  with  his  detached  party  from  S*  Roc  of  nine 
men,  he  set  Thompson  &  Mills  to  take  the  names  of  the 
Brigade  &  it  amounted  as  I  hear  to  ab*  180.  He  then 
told  all  that  he  hoped  the  next  time  they  were  reviewed 
it  would  be  by  a  more  able  general  and  so  dismissed  the 
Body.f  This  evening  a  most  scandalous  paper  made  its 
appearance  at  the  Coffee  House  as  a  burlesque  on  the 
meeting  at  Simpsons  on  Thursday  even*  last  &  a  Great 
number  of  names  put  to  it  as  people  who  were  at  the  meet- 

*He  was  present  at  the  taking  of  Lonisburg  in  1758,  and  of  Que¬ 
bec  in  1759;  as  member  of  the  Royal  Engineers  had  superintend¬ 
ence  of  the  defences  of  the  city,  and  was  for  many  years  possessor 
of  Montgomery's  sword. 

tQuelMC  Gazette,  27th  July:  "  On  Saturday  last,  between  twelve 
and  one  o'clock,  the  British  inhabitants  of  Quebec  to  the  number  of 
about  two  hundred,  mustered  on  the  Parade  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  militia;  where  being  drawn  up,  with  the  Hon.  William 
Hey,  Esq.,  at  their  head,  the  first  characters  in  the  place  falling 
into  the  ranks  indiscriminately;  after  having  their  names  taken 
down  and  giving  three  huzzas  for  the  King,  they  marched  off  again, 
the  bagpipes  playing  Lochaber  No  More.” 
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ing.  It  was  shown  by  Jn®  Paterson  to  Jn®  Welles,  Randell, 
Meredith,  Geo.  Gregory,  myself  &  many  more.  He  says  he 
took  it  from  one  that  Alex'  Martin  had.  Martin  shew  one 
likewise.  Paterson  has  promised  a  copy  to  R.  Meredith. 

23.  Sunday.  I  went  to  meeting.  Dined  at  home. 

24.  A  report  prevails  this  morning  that  ten  sail  of 
vessels  are  in  the  river  com*  up.  That  eight  of  them  are 
transports.  This  morning  Du  Croix  bro*  some  papers  to 
the  office  w'**  he  says  M'  Finlay  gave  him  yesterday  to 
translate  into  French.  It  is  an  address  to  the  Canadians 
dated  as  from  Montreal  and  in  H.  F's  own  handwriting, 
persuading  the  Canadians  to  defend  the  Province  from 
any  attack  which  may  be  made  on  them  and  endeavoring 
to  point  out  an  inconsistency  in  the  General  Congress  by 
comparing  their  letter  to  the  Canadians  with  the  one  they 
wrote  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  on  the  act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  regulation  of  Quebec  &  establishing  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion.  Drank  tea  w*‘*  M'*  M*Neil. 

25.  Walked  out  to  Finlay’s.  Find  that  he  intends 
supressing  that  address  w'^*'  Du  Croix  translated  for  him, 
I  believe  chiefly  on  the  acc*  of  my  having  read  it  in  his 
hand  writing. 

26.  The  Post  from  Montreal  brings  an  acc*  of  2  or  ^ 
hundred  savages  being  collected  there.  Nothing  more 
material. 

27.  Waited  on  M'  T.  Dunn  this  mom*.  Mr.  [George] 
Pownall,  Secretary  of  the  Province,  &  W“  Grant  of 

Roc  at  M'  Dunn’s  room.  M'  Pownall  told  M'  D.  that 
last  even*  Major  Caldwell*  had  informed  him  he  had 
seen  four  men  which  be  took  to  be  Yankees  crossing 
the  plains  of  Abra“.  M'  P[ownall]  acquainted  Mr. 
Hey,  C.  J.  of  it  when  he  arr**  at  his  house  and  M' 
Pownall  at  M'  Heys  desire  went  this  mom*  to  Maj'  Cald¬ 
well’s  bouse  to  inquire  if  he  knew  who  the  men  were,  but 
the  Maj'  being  from  home  he  could  get  no  further  intelli¬ 
gence.  Thus  are  tlie  Great  Folks  alarmed  at  the  sight  of 
a  Yankee  in  this  province,  at  this  time.  I  imagine  they 
were  some  of  the  stone  cutters  going  from  Quebec  to 
Wolfs  Cove.  A  brig^  from  Nfland  &  one  from  S'  Lucas 
w“*  salt  arr*  this  even*. 


*The  Seigneur  of  Levis. 
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28.  Ja*  Price  arrived  from  Montreal.  He  came  by 
water  &  brings  an  acc*  of  11  or  12  hundred  savages  of 
the  six  nations,  etc.,  being  at  Montreal.  The  number  of 
fighting  men  between  3  &  400,  the  rest  are  women  & 
children.  They  draw  three  thousand  rations  of  provis¬ 
ions  daily.  Cap*  Constant  Freeman  told  me  this  even* 
that  he  heard  E.  Harrison,  \V“  Grant  of  S*  Roc,  Adam 
Lymburner  wishing  that  the  Regular  Troops  in  the  late 
battle  had  killed  1000,  5000,  &  one  of  them  said  Ten 
Thotuand  Yankees  and  then  they  (the  Colonists)  would 
be  easy  &  submit  to  Government.  This  even*  Cap*  Geo. 
Gregory  acquainted  me  w***  what  he  overheard  between 
Shejmrd  &  Harrison.  Ja*  Shepard  told  Harrison  that 
Gov*  Carleton  ought  to  have  published  a  Proclamation 
which  the  Judge  (M*  Hey)  had  drawn  a  scetch  of,  a  copy 
of  which  Shepherd  said  the  Judge  had  shown  him  and 
further  said  that  it  was  a  very  fine  one  and  would  have 
fired  the  people  at  once.  One  passage  in  it  was,  “  That 

all  they  who  would  not - should  leave  the  Province 

in  eight  days.”  Gregory  believes  &  so  do  I  that  the 
blank  which  he  could  not  distinguish  the  words  of  was 
(take  up  arms).  This  evening  was  confined  in  the  Goal 
of  this  place  two  men  which  were  sent  down  from  Mon¬ 
treal  by  water  guarded  by  a  party  of  the  26***  Reg*.  They 
were  com*  a  cross  lake  Champlain  in  a  cannoe  &  were 
taken  at  the  River  Cole  by  LaNaudiere  w***  some  soldiers 
&  Indians.  They  are  called  Bostonians  &  confined  1 
suppose  as  spies,  tho  :  neither  of  ’em  lives  near  any  part  of 
the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  This  even*  M‘*  Rowe 
told  me  that  M*  Rowe  had  rec^  a  letter  from  the  Judge 
by  which  tlie  Gov*  had  dismissed  him  from  all  services. 

30.  Went  to  meeting  to  hear  Parson  Henry.  After 
meeting  walked  to  Holland  House,  dined  w***  Finlay  & 
family.  M*  and  M**  Rowe  dined  there,  &  young  Loring, 
the  Commodore’s  son.  Heavy  showers  this  afternoon. 
Walked  in  ab*  8  o’clock.  L*  Johnston  arr^  this  day  from 
Montreal.  Brings  nothing  very  material. 

81.  About  noon  I  was  much  surprised  at  receiving  a 
letter  from  Hugh  Finlay,  telling  me  he  should  take  the 
Post  Office  under  his  own  direction,  and  that  he  should 
attend  it  himself. 


i 


126  JOTIENAL  KEPT  IN  QUEBEC  IN  1775 

Auff.  1,  1775.  Tuesday.  Finlay  came  to  town  this 
morn“.  We  had  some  but  not  much  talk  almut  the 
Office.  I  told  him  1  would  take  care  of  it  this  week  for 
him.  A  recruiting  party  l)egan  to  beat  up  for  volunteers 
for  Cap*  W“  Dunbar’s  Company  of  the  Royal  Highland 
Emigrants.  About  6  o’clock  this  evening  H.  T.  Cramake, 
L*  Gov*,  arrived  at  Quebec  from  Montreal. 

2.  We  hear  from  Montreal  that  there  is  in  that  town 
ab*  1600  savages,  men,  women  &  children.  They  draw  ab* 
3000  rations  of  provisions  daily.  They  came  down  w*** 
Col.  Johnston  and  1  doubt  not  will  soon  return  again.  Some 
showers  this  day.  About  7  o’clock  this  even*  Gov*'  Carle- 
ton  arr^  from  Montreal  and  L**  Pitt  w***  Col®  Hamilton.* 

3.  This  mom*  John  Coffinf  with  his  family  in  the 

schooner -  Fraser  Mast*  arr^  in  four  weeks  from 

Boston.  By  him  came  a  number  of  letters  from  Officers 
&  others  there  which  gives  us  a  mure  particular  acc*  of 
the  Battle  on  the  17  and  18  ult®  than  any  we  have  had 
yet,  and  by  these  acc**  we  find  by  the  regulars  own  acc** 
upwards  of  one  thousand  men  were  killed  &  wounded  of 
the  regular  Troops — and  they  say  on  the  part  of  the  Pro¬ 
vincials  they  imagine  at  least  5  or  600  tho :  they  know  no 
more  than  100  men  which  they  took  up  in  the  Trenches, 
dead  or  very  badly  wounded.  The  52**  Reg*  suffered  very 
greatly  having  Maj*  Williams,  Cap*  Addison,  Cap*  Davi¬ 
son  &  Cap*  Smith  killed  &  Cap*  Crawford,  Thomson,  &  5 
or  6  more  officers  wounded.  All  tlie  Granadier  Com^ 
(excepting  ten)  killed  or  wounded.  An  express  arrived 
this  morn*  to  the  Gov*  with  an  acc*  of  two  Canadians  be¬ 
ing  taken  up  bring*  letters  to  Tho*  Walker  Esq*  from 
Crown  Point,  etc.  The  Gov*  has  the  letters  &  the  two 
men  are  in  Goal  in  Montreal.  I  have  l)een  told  (for  I 
was  not  there)  that  people  of  all  ranks  &  denominations 
have  been  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  Gov*  to  welcome 
him  to  Quebec,  but  be  is  not  to  be  seen,  the  Judge  & 
Cramake  and  He  being  close tted,  I  suppose,  examing  the 
letters  sent  for  Walker.  They  left  their  names  &  went 
off  and  that  visit  is  paid. 

•Had  charge  of  the  seamen  daring  the  siege  of  Quebec. 

tA  Boston  loyalist.  Served  at  Banker  Hill.  Removed  with  bis 
family  to  Quebec  and  took  a  leading  part  in  its  defence. 
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4.  Several  paid  their  respects  to  the  Gov"^  this  day. 
He  seems  greatly  confused,  as  I  have  been  told.  Fin¬ 
lay  he  asked  where  he  came  from  &  which  way  he  got  to 
Quebec.  M'  Finlay  immediately  on  his  arrival  wrote  him 
a  letter  from  Quebec,  giving  him  an  account  of  his  arri¬ 
val,  where  from  and  with  whom  he  came.  This  I  think 
shows  he  is  quite  lost.  J.  Rowe  was  told  he  had  no 
further  service  for  him,  when  he  waited  on  him  tliis  morn*, 
and  J.  Welles  was  asked  by  him  what  he  wanted.  Show¬ 
ers  this  day.  1  dined  with  J.  Rowe. 

5.  The  postman  Dubord  who  arrived  this  morn*  from 
Montreal  tells  me  that  the  savages  are  all  gone  home,  that 
the  two  Canadians  with  the  letters  for  Walker  are  in 
Goal  &  in  irons,  that  12  or  1400  men  are  muster^  at 
Chambly  &  round  there  and  are  determined  to  have  the 
two  out  of  Goal.  They  belong  to  Chambly  and  [are] 
part  of  nine  which  went  thro ;  the  woods  to  Crown  Point 
for  intelligence.  Montreal  is  in  very  great  confusion. 
Walker  is  at  L’Assumption  in  his  own  house  &  well 
armed.  I  dined  w'**  Finlay.  Mr.  Nicolls  of  Phil*  dined 
there  and  Miss  Sally  Phillips. 

6.  Sunday.  Went  to  meeting.  Dined  at  home. 

7.  I  delivered  the  keys  of  the  Post  Office  to  M'  Fin¬ 
lay  this  morn*.  Cap*  Hamilton,  Maj'  Caldwell,  Rich** 

Murray  and  -  Pownal,  secretary  of  the  Prov.  of 

Quebec  went  round  with  a  subscription  paper  to  raise 
money  to  buy  fresh  provisions  for  his  Majesty’s  sick  & 
wounded  Troops  which  lay  in  Boston.  Fargues*  bro* 
them  to  our  house  just  as  we  set  down  to  dinner.  If  his 
Majesty  can’t  afford  to  feed  troops,  why  in  the  name  of 
Fortune  does  he  keep  them  ?  Is  not  the  subscription  a 
great  satire  on  his  Majesty  ?  I  think  it  is  and  did  not 
give  a  farthing.  Finlay  gave  a  half  Joannes  and  before 
night  I  was  informed  they  had  begged  to  the  am*  of  one 
hundred  &  seventy  odd  pounds.  'rhi8*’even*  sailed  Hall 
&  another  Transport  for  Boston.  B.  Price  of  Montreal 
went  in  one.  Finlay  sent  the  post  off  this  day. 

8.  1  got  most  of  my  things  from  the  office.  Bro*  M' 
Finlay  &  B.  Price’s  books  to  my  own  room. 

*P«tet  Fargues,  a  merchant  in  Quebec.  Lieutenant  in  the  British 
militia. 
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9.  I  waited  on  the  two  Miss  M'Neils  to  the  Seminary 
to  see  the  scholars  of  the  Seminary  act  the  “  World  un¬ 
masked  and  the  Ridiculous  Consort.”  Prologue  by  Doc' 
Gill’s  son,  James  Gill.  Epilogue  by  DeLong’s  son.  The 
solemn  distribution  of  the  prizes  given  by  his  Excellency 
Guy  Carleton,  Major-General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  ends  the  spectacle,  and  as  an 
addition  to  this  spectacle  they  had  before  the  play  &  be¬ 
tween  each  act  Fidling  &  Fluting  by  J.  Pascaud,  a  man 
from  the  West  Indies  seek*  business  asafidler;  Tho* 
Ainslie,  His  Majesty’s  collector  for  this  port,  tho  :  three 
or  four  vessels  was  to  be  cleared,  Fidler,  Jn®  Gill,  a 
young  man  &  clerk  to  M'.  Drummond ;  H.  Finlay,  Post¬ 
master  Gen'  &  Post-Master  of  Quebec,  tho :  post  day  & 
no  one  to  attend  to  the  office  but  a  boy  w®®  could  not  give 

change,  fluted ;  -  lately  came  over  as  a  clerk  to  H. 

Boone,  fluted ;  L*  Layard,  7***  Reg*,  pla3’ed  on  the  Bass- 
viol.  Thus  are  his  Majesty’s  officers  spending  their  time 
in  this  province  at  this  difficult  time.  1  don’t  know 
whether  to  please  the  Gov'  (who  was  there  w***  a  great 
numl>er  of  attendants,  gent*®  &  ladies),  or  whether  it  was 
to  keep  in  with  the  Bishops  &  Priests.  There  was  a  very 
great  crowd  of  people.  The  music  began  ab*  ^  past 
eleven  o’c,  A.  M.  and  the  distribution  of  prizes  was 
finished  ab*  2  o’c,  P.  M. 

10.  A  Brig*  Cap*  Yeatman,  an'*  this  day  from  Cork, 
He  brought  a  paper  of  the  1**  of  June,  by  which  we  hear 
that  the  acc*  of  the  battle  at  Lexington  had  reached  there. 
The  same  paper  gives  an  acc*  of  the  great  preparations  for 
war  making  by  Spain.  This  afternoon  arrived  a  brig* 
from  the  West  Indies  which  was  loaded  here  last  fall  by 
one  Cap*  [Benedict]  Arnold  who  had  the  chief  hand  in 
taking  the  sloop  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  Custom  House 
Officers  here  were  determine<i  to  seize  her  as  the  property 
of  Arnold,  but  find  it  is  not  his. 

11.  Cap*  Rotche  in  a  Brig*  from  Liverpool  arr’*  this 
morning  with  salt  &  ab*  60  bb**  [)ork.  Jn®  Elliot  Turner 
came  passenger  w***  Rotch.  The  vessel  with  her  cargo  is 
consigned  to  J.  C.  Minot  and  J.  E.  Turner. 

12.  This  even*  E.  Harrison  and  S.  Blow  had  a  wrangle 
At  the  Coffee  House.  Both  a  little  in  for  it. 
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13.  Sunday.  I  dined  with  Jacob  Rowe  &  wife.  Was 
told  this  day  that  Jn®  Woolsey  has,  or  is  to  have,  J.  D. 
Merciers*  place  as  Conner.  Blowf  sailed  for  Halifax. 

14.  This  morn*  sailed  for  St.  Johns  Island,  M'.  Fletch¬ 
er  in  a  sloop.  Malcolm  Fraser,  and  young  Watts  of  N. 
York  went  with  him  in  order  to  raise  men  there  for  the 
new  Regiment  raising  of  Royal  Highland  Emigrants,  com¬ 
manded  by  Col®  M*I.^an.J  Fraser  isa  Cap^  Ste.  Watts 
is  promised  an  Ensign’s  com*.  At  work  on  Price’s  books 
the  most  of  this  day, 

15.  Judge  Hey  &  Mr.  Kneller  arr"*  this  day  from 
Montreal.  A  great  number  went  to  the  Judge’s  country 
house  to  dine  with  him.  The  Gov*’  &  His  Lady  went 
there  in  the  afternoon.  He  tarry’d  there,  she  returned 
to  town,  &  the  carriage  went  for  him  about  dark. 

M"  M'Neil  &  daughters  w***  M”  Watts  drank  tea  at 
M"  Warrens  this  afternoon.  Heard  that  Malcolm  & 
Alex*  Fraser  when  below  endeavoring  to  raise  recruits 
were  afraid  of  the  Bostonians  being  near  band  of  them  & 
Malcolm  disguised  himself  to  make  his  escape.  M®Cord 
told  this  to  Minot,  Cole,  &  Freeman. 

17.  This  day  the  new  Mandamus  Councillors  met  at 
the  Council  Chamber  in  the  Bishops  Palace,  to  be  sworn 
into  Office.  They  were  to  have  been  sworn  into  Office 
the  1**  of  May  last,  but  it  could  not  be  attended  to  on 
acc*  of  the  American  disturbances.  This  evening  an**  a 
passenger  from  on  board  a  vessel  from  London.  He 
brings  an  acc*  of  several  vessels  being  below. 

18.  Capt.  Edward  in  a  brig*  from  London  arr**  this 
morning,  out  eleven  weeks.  Passengers  with  him  is 
Cap*  Cooks  (late  of  y*  47***  Reg*,  now  Gov*  of  Gaspie)^ 
w***  his  wife  &  family;  L*  Faunce  (late  of  the  47*“  Reg*, 
now  Naval  Officer  of  Quebec),  with  his  wife ;  Cha*  Hay’s 
wife,  and  some  others.  By  this  vessel  papers  are  rec**  to 
the  1**  of  June  by  which  it  appears  the  acc*  of  the  Lex- 

*A  merchant  in  Quebec,  and  a  confederate  of  Benedict  Arnold. 
An  intercepted  letter  from  Arnold  to  him  gave  first  intimation  of 
Arnold’s  expedition. 

tS.  Blow,  lieutenant  in  the  British  militia. 

fCol.  Allan  Maclean,  of  114th  Foot;  colonel  of  Royal  Highland 
Emigrants,  which  he  raised;  had  charge  of  the  defence  of  Quebec. 

{(^pt  Cox,  who  served  through  the  siege. 
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ington  battle  was  rec"*  in  England,  but  we  don’t  hear  of 
anything  done  in  consequence  thereof.  Two  vessels  arr^ 
from  Nfland;  one  from  the  West  Indies;  and  one  from 
the  ports  below. 

19.  The  report  this  morn‘‘  is  that  Joseph  Demian  is 
to  be  taken  on  Henry  Boone’s  information  against  him  for 
saying  he  would  fight  for  his  religion  &  his  king,  and 
that  king  he  said  was  Louis.  Boone  gave  the  information 
by  a  letter  with  w®**  he  sent  his  clerk  w“*  to  the  Gov®. 
He  then  was  sent  himself,  yesterday  twice.  However,  I 
find  there  will  be  no  notice  taken  of  it.  Demian  has 
been  to  M®  Cramake  &  Dunn,  and  they  say  they  know 
nothing  of  it.  I  believe  it  is  looked  on  as  a  drunken 
party  altogether  at  Cha*  Dailys.  This  day  a  schooner  arr** 
from  the  West  Indies,  the  master  of  which  informs  that 
a  day  or  two  after  he  left  Martinio,  he  fell  in  w^'^  a  large 
Spanish  ship  &  they  inquired  of  him  if  he  had  seen  eight 
large  Spanish  men  of  war  ?  He  answered,  no.  Had  he 
seen  three  large  English  men  of  war?  No.  Had  he  seen 
a  very  large  Spanish  ship?  No.  Had  he  heard  of  a 
Spanish  war  being  declared  ?  No.  He  then  wished  them 
a  good  voyage  &  left  them. 

20.  Sunday.  Went  to  hear  Parson  Henry.  Dined 
with  Jacob  Rowe  &  wife.  This  day  after  church  was 
Ohristian’d  in  Church  by  the  name  of  Christopher — Gov® 
Carleton’s  son.  The  sponsers  were  L*.  Gov®  Cramake,  L* 
Gov®  Hamilton,  M®*  Drummond  &  M®*  Johnson.  Extra¬ 
ordinary — four  Governors  in  Church  this  day,  viz*  Guy 
Carleton,  Gov®  &  Com®**®  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Que- 
beck,  H.  T.  Cramake,  L*  Gov®  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
Hamilton,  Gov®  of  Detroit,  Cox,  Gov®  of  Gaspie.  N.  B. 
All  these  are  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  at  present.  I 
walkt  as  far  as  Minutes  this  afternoon  and  drank  tea 
there.  One  Robins  from  England,  but  who  left  Phil* 
ab*  the  middle  of  May  went  up  to  Detroit  &  that  way  ar¬ 
rived  at  Quebec  this  afternoon.  He  brings  nothing  mate¬ 
rial. 

21.  1  was  at  work  all  this  day  on  B.  Price’s  books. 

22.  Drank  tea  with  M®*  M®Neil  &  daughters  and  met 
M®  &  M®*  Finlay  going  out  of  town  towards  even*.  By 
a  Chaloup  man  which  came  from  below  heard  of  a  Brig* 
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being  ashore  near  Cape  Cat,  and  a  Brig*  &,  two  ships 
coming  up. 

23.  The  Brig*  said  to  be  from  Loudon. 

24.  Sky  overcast  all  this  day.  A  list  of  our  new  reg¬ 
ulating  Council  appeared  in  this  day’s  Gazette  for  Quebec. 

25.  This  day  met  at  the  Council  Chamber,  Gov^  Carle- 
ton  &  the  Councillors.  It  seems  by  reports  without 
doors  that  a  plan  M'  Hey  the  Chief  Justice  had  formed 
for  introducing  an  ordinance  to  make  of  force  in  this 
Province  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  &  Tryals  by  juries,  was 
objected  to  by  some  of  the  French  Councillors,  and  an 
altercation  ensued  thereon  between  the  parties.  A  gold 
box  raffled  for  at  Simpsons  won  by  Harrison.  Valued  at 
£50. 

26.  By  the  courier  this  morning  arr’*  an  acc*  that  a 
scurmish  between  some  people  from  Crown  Point  and  a 
party  of  Indians  sent  out  as  a  scout  from  S^  Johns,  had 
happened  near  the  River  Cole.  Two  Indians  were  mor¬ 
tally  wounded.  One  Provincial  was  killed,  &  the  savages 
bro^  his  head  to  S^  Johns.  It  is  said  to  be  the  head  of 
one  Cap*  Baker*  who  had  a  settlement  on  the  East  side 
of  Lake  Champlain.  This  even*  arr"  a  schooner  and  a 
sloop  from  Canso  loaded  w***  oyll,  mackerell,  &  dry  cod, 
out  24  days.  The  masters  of  these  vessels  bring  an  acc* 
of  Hector  M'Neils  being  at  Canso  when  they  left  it. 

27.  1  dined  w***  M*  J.  Rowe.  Two  Miss  Skeenes 
there.  Drank  coffee  w***  M”  M'Neil  &  daughters.  A 
heavy  thunder  shower.  This  day  heard  that  Gerald  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  Attorney-at-Law,  had  gone  a  voluntire  in  the 
Royal  Highland  Emigrants,  &  tliat  he  was  to  go  off  this 
ev*  for  Nfland  to  raise  recruits,  L*.  Johnston,  late  of  y* 
7***  Reg*,  w***  the  Gov"  pass  had  taken  himself  on  board  a 
Brig*,  Cap*  Yewall,  bound  to  Shields  and  intended  paying 
his  creditor  w*‘‘  the  fore  to’sail,  as  the  sailors  fraze  is. 

28.  Monday.  I  breakfasted  w***  Chaperon  &  wife. 

*One  of  the  Oreen  Mountain  Boys.  Born  in  1740;  fooffht  at 
Ticondero^,  was  with  Ethan  Allen  at  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga, 
and  was  killed  in  August,  1775.  The  manner  of  his  death  is  thus 
described  in  Ainslie’s  Narrative:  A  party  of  Indians  had  three  of 
their  number  wounded  by  some  shots  from  adjacent  bushes.  The 
Indians  set  out  after  the  attacking  party,  and  brought  back  the 
head  of  the  leader,  Captain  Baker. 
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The  Hon*»**  Tho*  Dunn,  Esq'.,  went  on  board  the  Brig* 
Cap'  Yewall  &  bro'  L'  Johnston  on  shore  which  stops  his 
voyage  for  this  time.  It  seems  he  got  his  pass  from  Gov' 
Carleton  by  telling  him  that  he  had  settled  all  his  affairs 
&  paid  all  his  debts — a  most  infamous  lie  this. 

29.  Hector  M*’Neil  arrived  this  evening  from  Domin¬ 
ica  in  Drummonds  scho'.  He  says  that  at  Canso  he  beard 
that  at  Koxbury  had  been  another  battle,  &  most  of  the 
light  horse  were  killed  in  the  engagement — but  we  must 
wait  for  particulars. 

80.  This  day  from  Montreal  we  have  reported  that 
three  men  of  Bakers  party  on  the  Lake  had  come  in  to 
S'  Johns  &  given  themselves  up. 

Sept.  1,  1775.  Ab'  2  o’clock  this  afternoon  arr**  at 
Quelle  J.  W.  Swift  in  twenty-four  days  from  Phil*,  He 
sail’d  from  Phil*  in  a  vessel  bound  to  Halifax  ;  met  w'**  a 
fishing  vessel  off  Halifax  &,  went  to  Canso,  and  from 
there  took  passage  in  a  small  schooner  &  was  landed  at 
the  Comarascoes,  &  came  up  by  land.  He  says  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Congress  at  Phil*  have  again  for  the  last  time  peti¬ 
tioned  home  for  redress  of  grievances.  M'  Penn,  brother 
to  the  Gov'  of  Phil*,  sailed  with  the  Petition  in  June 
last.  He  likewise  carried  home  a  manifesto  by  which  (if 
the  petition  is  not  heard)  they  declare  America  an  inde¬ 
pendent  state.  He  has  likewise  carried  home  letters  to 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  Congress 
is  adjourned  to  the  10'*  inst.  They  have  appoint^l  B. 
Franklin  Esq'  Postmaster  Gen*  for  North  America.  They 
have  appoint  Washington  Generalisimo  of  all  the  Amer¬ 
ican  forces,  [Artemas]  Ward  Second  in  Command,  &  one 
Gen'  Lee  the  8'**.  They  have  voted  150  thousand  men  to 
be  raised  from  the  different  provinces.  Swift  bro'  some 
Phil*  papers  with  him  w*’*  I  am  told  contain  the  manifesto 
with  some  letters  &  notes  w'*  passed  between  Gen'  Bour- 
goin  and  Gen'  Lee,  the  one  at  Boston,  and  the  other  at 
Roxbury.  The  Congress  at  Phil*  bad  a  guard  of  five 
thousand  men  under  arms  while  sitting.  Gen'  Carleton 
got  possession  of  those  newspapers  before  anyone  here 
had  seen  them,  [so]  that  the  public  now  will  not  be  the 
better  for  them.  Swift  says  he  saw  7  or  8  vessels  on  the 
river.  I  drank  tea  w'**  M'*  Rowe  this  afternoon. 
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2.  This  day  arr*  a  sloop  from  Falmouth  in  Engl*  out 
11  weeks — brings  nothing  new,  not  even  a  newspaper  or 
letter.  The  wind  blew  fresh  at  East  toward  even*.  I 
drank  tea  w’**  M”  Watts.  M"  M'Neil  &  Miss  Lee 
there. 

3.  Sunday.  A  brig*  &  a  scho"^  both  from  the  Island 
of  S‘  Johns  loaded  chiefly  w***  oyle,  arr*  this  morn*.  This 
afternoon  a  sloop  from  New  Haven,  a  brig*  from  Bermu¬ 
da.  By  the  New  Haven  man  by  stelth  a  few  of  us  got  a 
sight  of  the  Newspaper  in  which  is  the  Manifesto  of  y* 
Congress. 

4.  Parent’s  daughter  married  this  morn*.  The  ship 
Pomonia,  Cap*  Green,  arr*  from  London  which  place  he 

left  the  l>eginning  of  July.  The  Brig* - ,  Cap* - , 

from  Whitbey  out  7  weeks.  Not  a  newspaper  to  be  seen 
by  either.  It  is  conjectured,  &  I  believe  with  some 
Truth,  that  the  papers  are  all  carried  to  the  Gov'.  We 
hear  by  some  private  letters  that  the  City  of  London  had 
presented  Lord  Effingham  with  the  freedom  of  the  City 
in  a  gold  box  for  his  Speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  &  the 
resignation  of  his  Commission.  We  also  hear  that  the 
Lord  Mayor  &  Common  Council  of  the  City  had  attempt¬ 
ed  to  address  or  petition  his  Majesty  but  that  he  had  re¬ 
fused  to  bear  them,  &  that  they  determined  to  present  it 
to  him  when  on  the  Throne. 

5.  The  Ship  yesterday  from  London  comes  to  Swift  & 
Cummins  and  when  Swift  went  on  board  (I  was  told  by 
D.  Shoolbred)  he  said  if  there  was  any  papers  the  Gov' 
should  have  them  before  they  were  seen  by  anyone.  This 
morning  Atkinson  rec*  from  Cummins  some  newspapers 
from  Eng*  w***  came  by  the  ship  yesterday,  to  the  26  June. 

6.  L.  D.  Mercier  &  I  took  a  walk  this  morn*  round  by 
the  new  wharf,  cross  the  plains  of  Abraham,  &  home  by 
the  way  of  S*  Roc.  In  the  afternoon  I  walked  out  on  the 
plains  by  way  of  the  Citedal.  Swift  &  Mercier  out  a 
gunning.  Swift  &  self  drank  tea  w***  M'  Hay’s  wife  at 
Mount  Pleasant.  J.  D.  M.  informed  me  y*  Swift  came  in 
a  Phil*  Packet  boat  to  the  Comarasco’s.  This  evening  a 
sloop  arr*  from  Halifax.  The  Master  brings  an  acc*  that 
one  of  the  Kings  armed  schooners,  commanded  by  Cap* 
Dawson,  was  taken,  &,  that  Dawson  was  killed  in  the 
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engagement.  Heard  that  the  scouting  party  from  S*. 
Johns  had  returned  &  they  report  they  had  met  with 
nothing  in  their  march,  but  that  the  day  after  they  left 
Point  au  Fere,  a  great  number  of  N.  EngP  people  came 
there. 

7.  Cap*  Gregory  told  me  this  morn*  that  it  is  reported 
that  two  hundred  Batteaux  with  men  from  Crown  Point 
were  at  Point  au  Fere — that  Gov'  Carleton  with  Col®  M®- 
Lean,  M'  Cuthbert  &  the  recruits  from  this  [province] 
were  this  morn*  set  off  for  Montreal.  Judge  Hay,  M' 
Dunn  &  several  more  Courtiers  ab*  the  Coffee  House  to 
pick  up  news.  M'  M®Neil  &  the  Judge  had  a  long  talk. 

8.  M®Neil  tells  me  that  yesterday  he  told  the  Judge 
more  Truth  than  he  had  heard  for  a  long  time.  Spent  the 
[even*]  at  M®Neils. 

9.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Post  this  morning  we  have 
various  reports  of  a  battle  near  S*  Johns  between  the  N^. 
EngP  people  &  the  Regular  troops  with  their  Indians.  It 
is  said  that  the  former  had  two  hundred  men  killed,  the 
latter  three  Indians  killed  &  one  wounded,  &  that  Cap* 
Brice  of  the  7**'  Reg*  is  wounded.  Another  report  is  that 
the  N.  E.  People  have  made  their  landing  good  at  S*. 
Johns  with  the  loss  of  a  number  of  men,  and  that  they 
have  taken  Cap*  Thompson  with  thirty  Carpenters  &  have 
burnt  the  Vessels  he  has  been  building.  The  Express 
that  was  com*  down  met  the  Gov'  on  the  road.  This 
afternoon  the  English  Merchants,  Gent"  &  others  were  on 
the  Perade,  some  w***  and  some  without  small  arms,  to  the 
am*  of  Two  hundred  &  Twenty,  for  the  design  of  being 
formed  into  a  militia.  L*  Gov'  Cramake  told  them  he 
would  command  the  English  himself  &  Maj'  Caldwell  he 
would  appoint  second  in  command,  &  that  he  would  soon 
appoint  his  officers.  This  night  the  first  Militia  Guard 
was  set  at  the  Gates  &  Ramparts.  The  new  recruits 
marched  for  Montreal  this  afternoon. 

10.  Sunday.  An  Express  arr^  from  Gen'  Carleton 
(who  was  at  Three  Rivers  yesterday  at  10  o’c  A.  M.)  to 
L*  Gov'  Cramake.  It  is  said  that  more  arms  &  ammuni¬ 
tion  is  ordered  up  immediately  by  the  Gov'.  This  morn* 
by  6  o’o  was  ordered  to  be  on  the  Perade  four  Comp^  of 
the  French  Militia.  The  L*  Gov'  was  on  the  Perade  in 
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time,  and  at  hall  past  7  o’c  there  was  ab*  100  (out  of  320 
which  should  have  been  there)  drawn  up.  They  then 
demanded  (or  rather  Baillerger  for  them)  by  what  author¬ 
ity  they  were  mustered,  and  the  L*  Gov'"  was  obliged  to 
go  home  &  fetch  the  Gov'*  Commission  &  have  it  read  to 
them.  He  then  delivered  out  a  number  of  Commissions 
to  the  Militia  Officers.  I  went  to  meeting  to  hear  Par¬ 
son  Henry.  Rowe,  Finlay  &  I  walked  out  to  Holland 
House  to  Dinner.  M'  &  M”  Scot  came  out  and  drank  tea 
there.  Finlay  walked  in  with  us,  l>eing  for  guard  this 
night.  Maj'  Caldwell,  W“  Grant  &  others  went  to  Point 
to  raise  men  but  could  not  get  one. 

11.  Last  even*  the  Collector  Tho*  Ainslee,  Esq'., 
made  a  seizure  of  a  small  sloop  with  white  wine  &  Brandy 
on  board  belong*  to  the  Bond&elds  as  it  is  said ;  he  was 
likewise  on  board  a  small  schooner,  but  the  people  drove 
him  from  that,  cut  the  Cable  or  weighed  anchor,  &  are 
gone  off.  Ainslie  has  sent  two  or  three  boats  after  her, 
and  towards  even*  the  Schooner  &  people  were  brought 
back.  The  report  of  the  day  is  that  Maj'  Caldwell,  Seig- 
nier  of  P*  Levi,  Tarchereaux,  Seign'  of  Novell  Boss,  w*** 
S*  Andre,  Mr.  Dufau  &  others  went  to  P*  Levi  this  morn* 
&  ab*  noon  had  sent  over  word  they  had  raised  a  thousand 
men,  which  were  to  be  marched  toward  S^  Ignn.  I  had 
a  walk  across  the  Plains  of  Abraham  &  then  to  S'  Roc. 
This  afternoon  spent  the  greatest  part  of  it  at  D.  Munro’s 
shop.  Saw  Hitty  Maverick  there. 

12.  Reports  of  the  morn*  is  that  yesterday  at  Point 
Levi  the  people  were  mustered  quite  from  below  the  Com- 
araskas  to  the  number  of  14  or  1500,  but  not  as  was  yes¬ 
terday  reported  to  be  sent  to  S'  Igan,  but  to  drive  the 
people  home  who  came  to  enlist  them.  They  abused  Maj' 
Caldwell,  Tachereaux,  etc.,  and  obliged  them  to  return 
without  a  man  &  declare  they  shall  not  have  one  from  any 
parish  on  the  S®  Shore.  Not  a  cannoe  from  P*  Levi  has 
come  to  market  this  day.  Seven  comp^  of  the  Quebec 
Militia  was  to  have  been  on  the  Perade  by  6  o’c  this 
morn*,  which  should  be  ab'  560  men,  but  at  half  past  7 
o’c  there  was  not,  when  mustered,  above  200,  and  a  shabby 
appearance  they  made.  L'  Gov'  Craraake  told  them  as  it 
was  a  working  day  he  imagined  that  a  great  number  were 
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at  their  daily  labor  dc  the  muster  should  be  on  Sunday 
morn*.  A  report  this  even*  that  all  the  colonists  who 
were  said  to  be  near  S*  Johns  are  gone  off  to  the  Isle 
Nois,  there  to  entrench  themselves  &  wait  for  more  men 
&  cannon.  Another  report  that  Montreal  is  taken.  How 
various  are  these  storys,  all  raised,  as  1  imagine,  to  induce 
the  Canadians  to  take  up  arms,  and  how  are  the  great  dis¬ 
appointed.  Another  report  of  the  day  is  that  a  French 
Boutcher  last  Friday  in  the  Montreal  market  was  deliver¬ 
ing  a  letter  w®**  he  bro*  from  the  New  England  men’s  camp 
to  S*  Johns  to  Tho*  Walker,  Esq'.,  to  a  servant  belong*  to 
Walker  &  that  Maj'  Hughes  seeing  it  secured  the  letter 
&  the  two  men.  The  letter  was  carr**  to  the  commanding 
Officer,  &  the  men  put  on  board  the  Gaspie,  an  armed 
schooner  there.  The  report  is  likewise  that  the  French¬ 
man  is  to  be  hanged  next  Fryday  and  a  party  is  sent  out 
to  take  Walker.  N.  B.  ’tis  very  few  of  the  reports  I 
hear  that  I  believe. 

13.  A  number  of  us  went  to  the  Plains  this  afternoon 
in  commemoration  of  the  day.  This  even*  in  the  Coffee 
House  Ja*  Shepard  was  advancing  with  an  audible  voice 
that  L*  Gov'  Cramake  last  Sunday  morn*  should  have  shot 
Baillerger  for  demand*  by  what  authority  the  French 
people  were  then  assembled  on  the  Perade,  instead  of 
going  and  fetching  the  Gov'*  Commission,  and  that  would 
have  stopped  their  mouths,  &  he  would  have  had  French¬ 
men  enough  to  have  turned  out  without  asking  questions. 
Atkinson  &  I  drank  tea  with  M'  &  M'*  Rowe. 

14.  A  snow  from  Jersey  or  Gernsey,  a  ship  from  Liv¬ 
erpool,  &  a  schooner  from  Louisbourg  arr^  this  morning, 
but  bring  nothing  new.  Boone  &  some  others  arrived 
from  Montreal  last  even*.  He  gives  an  acc*  that  the 
Americans  are  five  thousand  near  S*  Johns,  that  most  of 
the  French  from  Montreal  are  gone  to  join  the  Camp 
there.  That  the  N.  England  people  (as  they  are  called) 
are  a  miserable  set,  mostly  boys,  badly  clad,  &  very  sick- 
ley,  very  little  of  which  do  I  believe.  The  paper  of  this 
day  gives  an  acc*  of  the  action  of  the  6*“  Inst,  at  S* 
Johns  but  don’t  pretend  that  there  was  more  than  40 
Americans  killed  &  thirty  wounded,  but  gives  a  very  lame 
aoc*  of  the  battle.  This  even*  at  the  Coffee  House  was 
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read  by  R.  Meredith  an  English  paper  of  the  13  July, 
bro*  by  the  Cap*  of  the  Liverpool  ship.  It  contains  noth¬ 
ing  very  material.  On  read“  a  paragraph  mentions 
establishing  a  martial  court  or  a  court  of  Oyer  &  Termi¬ 
ner  to  try  Americans  who  may  be  taken,  &  who  are  stiled 
rebels,  W*"  Grant  of  S*  Roc  with  a  sneer  said  the  best 
&  shortest  way  would  be  to  shute  them  at  once. 

16.  This  morning  arr**  Cap*  Mitchell  in  a  ship  from 
Cadiz  with  a  load  of  Salt  consigned  [to]  Lester  and  Gal¬ 
way,  out  7  2  days.  The  acc**  by  the  post  (from  Montreal) 
w'**  arr*  this  day  are  various,  but  seem  in  general  to  agree 
that  the  Recruits  w®**  were  ordered  up  from  this  place  are 
ordered  back  again  and  are  expected  to  be  in  Town  to¬ 
morrow  or  on  Monday.  A  Drum  was  sent  round  the 
town  ordering  all  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  French  & 
English,  to  appear  on  the  Perade  tomorrow  morning  by  7 
o’c,  under  arms. 

17.  Sunday.  This  morn**  the  show  was  great  of 
troops  of  a  motley  mixture  of  French  &  English,  lead  to 
the  Perade  by  their  respective  Cap**  in  Comp’'*,  and  such 
as  had  not  Arms  were  offered  arms  from  the  King’s  store. 
Many  of  the  French  refused  taking  them.  The  sixCapt* 
of  the  English  militia  are  Alex®  Johnston,  Tho*  Ainslee,* 
Anth'  Vialars,  Cha*  Gmnt,  Edw**  Harrison  &  James 
Johnston,  Cap*  of  Art'.  The  report  of  the  day  is  that 
Lady  Maria  Carleton  is  ordered  home  by  the  Gov®.  That 
the  Gov®  was  very  near  being  taken  on  the  River  Chambley 
by  a  party  of  the  Americans  &  five  or  six  Canadians  who 
were  with  them,  &  who  a  few  days  past  was  in  search  for 
him  &  actually  went  to  a  house  that  his  Excellency  & 
Lord  Pitt  had  left  not  more  than  three  or  four  minutes. 
The  report  is  likewise  that  the  Vessels  &  boats  which 
were  building  at  S*  Johns  are  burnt  or  sunk,  w®**  will  put 
a  stop  to  His  Excellency’s  Expedition  to  Crown  Point, 
etc.  for  this  season.  Went  to  meeting  this  morn*  I  dined 
with  M®  &  M®*  Rowe.  This  evening  two  com|)anies  of  the 
new  militia  mounted  Guard  with  arms  &  accoutriments, 
viz*  Cap*  Alex®  Johnston’s  com'  in  the  upper  town  & 
Cap*  Tho*  Ainslie  at  Simpson’s  Coffee  House  in  the 
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lower  town.  N.  B.  This  is  the  first  regular,  irregular 
Militia  Guard  mounted  in  this  City.  Tho*  Scott  &  ^nd- 
let  Meretlith,  ofiBcers  in  Ainslie’s  C°,  began  their  Guard  at 
6  o’c  this  evening  &  are  to  be  relieved  at  6  tomorrow 
even“. 

18.  The  report  of  the  morning  is  that  Government 
have  engaged  Cap*  Frost’s  &  Cap*  Green’s  ships  w***  a 
new  schooner  of  Perrault’s  and  are  going  to  fit  them  out 
as  armed  Vessells  to  cruise  in  the  River,  one  or  both  ships 
to  carry  9  or  12  pounders.  Cap*  Frost’s  ship  is  going 
express  to  Boston.  Several  vessells  are  taken  into  Gov¬ 
ernment  service,  to  be  armed  to  guard  the  river.  It  is 
reported  that  all  the  cannon  are  ordered  to  be  brought 
over  from  P*  Levi.  A  guard  of  twenty  men  are  ordered 
to  each  gate.  One  hundred  &  twenty  Frenchmen  are  for 
the  guard  this  night,  30  only  appeared.  I  drank  tea  w*'‘ 
M'  &  M”  Rowe.  A  dark  wet  night. 

19.  The  report  of  the  morn*  is  that  G - C -  is 

wounded,  and  in  the  fort  at  Chamblie,  that  E.  Harrison  is 
taken  on  the  River  Sorrel  &  that  Jer.  Duggan*  is  gone  to 
the  Americans  w***  a  number  of  Canadians. 

20.  The  post  this  morning  brings  an  acc*  and  it  is 
confirmed  by  a  numlier  of  letters  in  town  that  a  cannon¬ 
ading  had  been  at  S*  Johns  for  5  or  6  hours,  but  what  the 
event  had  been  remains  a  secret.  This  day  an  Orderly 
man  was  ordered  for  the  Commanding  Officer  at  which 
many  of  them  grumble,  as  they  do  likewise  at  Col®  M®- 
Lean  being  appointed  their  commanding  officer,  as  they 
imagine  he  is.  Went  on  board  Cap*  Mitchell’s  ship.  Sup’d 
with  Freeman  at  M'  Jackson’s. 

21.  The  great  Folks  gave  out  here  that  Gen'  Scuyler 
had  sent  out  a  Manifesto  amongst  the  Inhabitants  on  the 
River  Sorrell  demand*  from  each  Parish  fifty  men  with 
arms  &  accoutriments  &  four  days  provisions  under  pain 
of  military  execution.  This  I  l^lieve  not  a  word  of.  I 
have  heard  this  day  that  Sam‘  Mather  is  with  the  Provin¬ 
cial  Army  on  this  side  Chambie.  It  is  reported  that  five 
thousand  N.  England  men  are  on  this  side  the  fort  of  S* 
Johns.  I  dined  w**  J.  Rowe. 

•Jeremiah  Dagnn,  a  hair-dresser  in  Quebec  who  joined  the 
Americans  and  had  500  Canadians  under  his  command. 
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An  express  arr**  this  evening,  but  it  is  said  brings  noth* 
tng  new.  People  very  busy  in  repairing  the  walls  &  gar¬ 
rison  &  arming  ships.  Some  people  (I  believe  Shepard 
&  W“  Grant  are  concerned)  hav*  been  very  busy  in  ac¬ 
quainting  the  L*  Governor  that  the  Americans  who  are 
here  will  not  take  up  arms,  &  it  has  been  told  Freeman 
that  he  &  some  others  would  be  sent  for  by  the  Gov'. 

22.  Another  express  arr**  this  morning  but  nothing 
new  transpires  now  at  noon.  A  Scotch  ship  arrived  this 
mom',  a  number  of  passengers  are  come  in  her.  This 
evening  arr**  Watsons  ship  from  London,  a  ship  of  R. 
Derby’s*  from  Falmouth  with  a  load  of  wines,  &  a  Brig* 
from  London.  Lady  Maria  &  M'*  Johnston  sailed  this 
even*  for  London.  Ja*  Todd  arr^  from  Montreal  &  gives 
a  confused  acc*  of  a  scurmish  that  80  Regulars  had  w** 
a  party  consist*  of  200  Americans  &  Canadians  some  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  fort  of  S*  Johns  on  the  road  lead*  to  La 
Perrie,  where  the  latter  had  30  or  40  killed  and  wounded 
and  that  Hazen  &  Tucker  are  taken  Prisoners.  It  can’t 
be.  Meredith  &  Ja*  Shepherd  shew  great  joy  on  the  re¬ 
lation  of  the  above  news  at  the  Coffee  House,  and  felt 
them  bold  enough  to  beat  all  the  Yankies.  They  both 
were  for  having  the  N.  E.  People  all  hanged  that  should 
attempt  to  come  into  the  Province. 

23.  The  above  acc*  is  variously  reported  this  morning 
and  they  have  a  report  that  the  regulars  have  marched  out 
of  Boston,  forced  the  provincial  entrenchments,  killed 
upward  of  20  thousand  of  ’em  &  drove  them  back  into 
the  country.  But  who  has  bro^  this  news  1  can’t  learn. 

24.  Sunday.  Harrison  who  was  said  to  be  taken  arr* 
this  day  from  Montreal.  He  confirms  the  acc*  of  Hazen 
&  Tucker’s  being  taken,  likewise  that  a  number  of  the 
Rebels  (as  they  are  called  here)  are  intrenched  at  the 
Point  of  the  River  Sorrell.  Dined  at  M^’Neils. 

25.  Reports  this  day  are  that  the  N.  Engl**  people  are 
at  Three  Rivera.  There  is  no  believing  any  reports  we 
hear.  Finlay  &  family  is  moved  to  Town.  I  called  to  see 
M'*  Finlay  at  the  Post  Office.  A  pleasant  day. 

27.  No  courier  from  Montreal,  which  gives  great  un 
easiness  here. 

*Richard  Derby,  the  Salem  merchant. 
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28.  The  Courier  arr^  this  afternoon.  Brings  an  acc* 
of  a  scurmish  at  Long  Point  on  the  Island  of  Montreal, 
on  Monday  last,  between  the  people  who  went  out  from 
there  in  number  ab^  200  and  a  party  of  Rebels,  as  they 
are  called,  of  the  Americans  &  Canadians  with  Col°  Allen 
at  their  [head]  to  the  amount  of  100  or  150.  The  latter 
were  beat,  had  6  or  7  killed  &  between  30  &  40  taken. 
Maj'  Garden  killed,  Alex'  Paterson  wounded,  one  more 
killed  &  some  wounded. 

29.  An  Embargo  laid  on  all  Vessels  ’till  the  20*^  of 
Octob'. 

30.  Minot,  Cole  &  I  dined  w“*  M®Neil.  The  post  arr^ 
this  afternoon.  Brings  a  confirmation  of  the  battle  of 
last  Monday,  but  not  any  new  particulars. 

Oct  1,  1775.  Cap*  Bass  in  a  schooner  arr<*  from  the 
West  Indies.  He  brings  an  acc*  that  most  of  the  Cattle, 
Sheep,  etc.,  which  were  ship’d  for  the  sick  soldiers  in  Bos¬ 
ton  was  lost  going  thro :  the  gut  of  Canso  &  the  Brig* 
went  in  on  her  beam  ends.  A  brig*  from  Bonaventure 
arr^.  Several  vessels  are  in  the  River.  Col®  M'Lean  gave 
a  dinner  this  day  at  Simpsons  to  all  the  masters  of  ves¬ 
sels  here.  They  had  each  a  blue  cockade  given  them. 
Cap*  Johnston  on  the  wharf.  W‘“  Grant  &  Alex'  Fraser 
dined  there.  H.  M'Neil  was  to  have  dined  w“*  them  but 
went  home  on  seeing  all  with  their  cockades.  Some  of 
the  Cap**  went  off  fully  loaded  &  some  too  much  by  the 
head. 

2.  Monday.  Ainslie,  the  collector,  insists  that  Cap* 
Bass  shall  enter  his  Vessel  here  &  pay  the  duties  on  the 
molasses.  Cole,  w***  Bass,  tell  him  they  will  only  report 
&  go  to  some  other  port  with  their  Cargo.  They  waited 
on  M'  Cramake,  our  L*  Governor,  for  his  permit  to  leave 
the  Province.  He  has  taken  their  case  into  consideration 
&  will  give  an  answer  this  even*.  Cap*  Green  sailed  for 
London.  Lord  Pitt  &  others  went  passengers. 

3.  Last  even*  arr®  a  master  of  a  Transport  from  Bos¬ 
ton.  He  left  his  vessel  at  Coudre  &  came  up  w***  his  boat, 
hav*  heard  that  Quebec  was  taken.  He  brings  nothing 
very  material. 

4.  Cap*  Bass  was  by  the  L*  Gov'  refused  liberty  to  go 
off  with  his  vessel  again.  The  Post  from  Montreal  did 
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not  arrive  'till  towards  evening.  Nothing  material  from 
there.  Two  of  Bass's  men  pressed  by  Cap*  Napier. 

5.  Capt  Parks  &  three  more  Transports  arr**  this 
morning  from  Boston.  L*  Kelly  of  y*  10***  and  wife  came 
passengers.  One  Bliss  &  Chandler  came  passengers  like¬ 
wise.  The  May  packet  was  also  bro*  by  one  of  the  Cap** 
of  the  transports.  Most  of  the  newspapers  carried  to  the 
Gov*.  One  Transport  from  Halifax  bro*  32  carpenters  & 
Batteau  men.  As  the  last  Transport  sailed  from  Halifax, 

Ja*  Price  of  Montreal  & - Nicholls  of  Phil*  left 

Halifax  in  a  whale  boat  they  bo*  there.  I  dined  with 
Cap*  Freeman.  1  saw  a  letter  from  Boston  which  gives 
an  account  how  wretchedly  they  are  off  for  want  of  fresh 
provisions,  bad  beef  1-3  p*  pound  &  that  very  scarce. 
Cap*  Napier  in  a  large  armed  Brig*  sailed  this  day  up  the 
river  on  a  Cruize. 

6.  Had  a  sight  of  a  few  Halifax  papers.  Dined  on 
board  Bass's  Schooner.  Cap*  Freeman,  Watt,  Atkinson, 
Minot,  Cole,  &  Cap*  Fraser  ^ere.  Mercier,  Minot  &  self 
spent  the  even*  w***  M'Neil. 

7.  Vialar's  Brig*  arr**  from  London,  16  weeks  out. 
Adam  Lymbumer  &  several  others  of  the  militia  officers 
this  morn*  waited  on  the  L*  Gov*  to  acquaint  him  of  a 
number  of  Ameiicans  not  taking  arms  &  that  they  insist¬ 
ed  that  they  be  obliged  either  to  take  arms  or  be  sent  out 
of  the  place.  L*  Gov*  will  give  an  answer  on  Monday. 
By  the  Post  this  day  from  Montreal  we  have  an  acc*  that 
a  party  was  sent  out  from  Montreal  to  L’ Assumption  & 
took  Tho*  Walker  prisoner  after  burn*  his  houses,  etc. 
there,  but  not  'till  he  had  wounded  two  or  three  of  them. 
It  is  said  that  some  of  the  N.  E.  men  w***  were  taken 
prisoners  had  acquainted  the  Gov*  that  Walker  had  in¬ 
vited  into  the  Country  &  promised  to  join  them  with  a 
number  of  Canadians.  1  dined  with  M*  M'Neil.  Col® 
M*Lean  with  bis  reg*  of  Emigrants  are  ordered  to  march 
on  Monday  toward  Montreal. 

8.  Sunday.  Went  to  meeting  to  hear  Parson  Henry. 
Dined  with  Jacob  Rowe  &  wife.  I  drank  tea  there.  Fin¬ 
lay  drank  tea  with  us. 

9.  Dined  at  home.  Ab*  2  o'clock  M*  Sinclair  came  to 
warn  me  by  order  of  L*  Gov*  Cramake  to  attend  on  the 
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perade  tomount  guard  in  M’’  Ainslie’s  Comp^.  I  desired 
him  to  give  my  Compliments  to  M'  Cramake  &  tell  him 
I  could  not  attend.  Cole  &  Minot  was  in  the  same  comp' 
&  desired  to  attend  at  the  same  time,  but  likewise  refused. 
J.  D,  Mercier  &  John  Halstead  were  desired  to  attend  at 
the  same  time  &  place,  but  in  Alex'  Johnston’s  Comp'. 
Mercier  was  in  town  &  refused.  Most  of  the  merchants 
in  town  denie  having  applyed  to  the  L*  Gov'  to  oblige  us 
to  take  arms.  Cap*  Painter  buried  this  even*. 

10.  I  dined  at  M'Neil’s.  Drank  tea  with  M'*  Rowe. 
M'  Finlay,  M'  &  M'*  Allsop  and  A.  M.  Bonfield  there. 
This  evening  heard  that  a  warrant  was  out  against  some 
one  of  the  Americans,  but  could  not  learn  who. 

11.  This  morn*  arr**  the  Brig*  Geo.,  Cap*  Richards, 
from  Montreal.  Mrs.  Antill  &  family  came  down  in  her. 
Thirty  odd  prisoners  which  were  taken  on  the  Island  of 
Montreal  at  the  battle  of  the  25“*  ult°  at  Long  Point  came 
down  with  Cap*  Richards.  The  English  were  put  on  board 
an  armed  ship  in  the  river.  The  Canadians  in  number 
ab*  14  were  landed  &  guarded  to  goal  ab*  4  o’clock  P.  M. 
by  a  party  of  Militia.  A  very  great  crowd  to  see  them. 
Alex'  Davison  asked  me  if  I  was  going  to  see  people  who 
had  been  fighting  for  me,  &  Woolsey’s  mouth  was  bellow" 
out  Rebels  &  that  if  he  had  the  Command  they  should 
all  have  been  hanged  without  troubelling  a  goal.  The 
Post  arr*,  the  only  acc*  he  brings  that  is  to  be  credited  is 
that  a  heavy  cannonading  was  heard  at  S*  Johns  on  Sun¬ 
day  last. 

12.  His  Majestys  Ship  Hunter,  Cap*  M'Kenzie,  arr* 
from  Boston.  Brings  letters  from  London  in  June  and 
an  acc  from  Boston  that  Gen'  Lee  with  eighteen  hundred 
men  had  left  the  Camp  at  Cambridge  to  come  this  way. 
A  Transport  arr**  &  a  Brig*  from  Jersey  or  Guernsey.  The 
Post  was  stopped  ’till  5  o’c  P.  M.  Some  showers  this  day. 

[Two  pages  torn  out.] 

27.  Isaac  Todd,  Guy  Johnston,  etc.,  etc.  This  evening 
arr^  Chabot  in  his  sloop  from  Sorrell.  He  has  brought 
down  with  him  Ethan  Allen  in  irons,  who  is  to  be  put  on 
board  the  man  of  war  here,  viz:  the  Hunter  sloop.  Cap* 
McKenzie. 
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28.  It  is  whispered  this  morning  that  the  Yankies 
have  taken  the  fort  at  S*  Johns  &  that  the  acc*  of  it  is 
brought  down  by  Chabot.  This  day  ab*  noon  J.  D.  Mer- 
cier  was  taken  by  Ja*  Thompson,  Town  Serg*,  and  put 
under  guard  at  the  main  guard  by  an  order  from  H.  T. 
Gramake ;  &  M'  Dunn  &  Doc'  Mabane,  I  am  informed, 
was  sent  down  &  examined  his  papers.  J.  C.  Minot  and 
Jon*  Cole  went  to  see  them  this  afternoon  at  the  guard 
room.  He  knows  not  at  present  what  he  is  taken  up  for. 
The  Post  arr**  this  afternoon  from  Montreal  and  brings  a 
confirmation  of  the  taking  of  the  fort  at  Chamblie.  Last 
Monday  was  a  week.  In  the  fort  Wivs  taken  Maj'  Stan¬ 
ford*  of  the  7“*  Reg*,  a  Cap*,  Lt,  and  En*,  with  thirty-six 
privates  of  the  7***.  They  were  allowed  6  hours  to  pack 
up  their  necessaryes  &  were  marched  off.  In  the  fort  was 
taken  a  twelve  months  provisions  w***  a  great  number  of 
arms  &  a  quantity  of  ammunition. 

29.  This  morning  ab*  6  o’clock  J.  D.  Mercier  was  sent 
from  the  guard  room  with  a  Corj^eral  &  six  men  w**‘  mus- 
quets  &  bayonets,  down  to  the  laud'  place  &  sent  on  board 
the  Hunter  sloop.  Cap*  McKenzie.  It  is  given  out  this 
morn*  that  Mercier  sent  off  regular  intelligence  from  this 
to  Halstead  Mill  &  from  there  a  regular  express  was  sent 
thro :  the  woods.  J.  Franks  was  on  the  wharfe  when 
Mercier  went  off,  &  in  his  hearing  he  demanded  of  the 
Corporal  &  of  the  L*  of  the  man  of  war  who  rec**  him 
whether  they  had  any  crime  against  him.  They  answered 
none.  The  sloop  General  Gage  arr*  from  Boston.  A  body 
of  the  merch**  met  &  choose  A.  Vialar,  Ja*  Johnston  & 
R.  Meredith  to  wait  on  the  L*  Gov'  Cramake  to  know  his 
reasons  why  Mercier  was  taken  up.  His  answer  was  that 
in  the  present  shape  of  the  Province  he  was  not  at  liberty 
to  acquaint  them  with  his  reasons. 

30.  Monday.  The  Cap**  of  the  Militia  was  sent  for 
this  day  by  the  L*  Gov'  who  told  them  he  had  sufficient 
against  J.  D.  Mercier  to  confine  him  w*’*'  was  satisfactory 
(it  is  said)  to  them,  but  they  I  believe  were  injoined 
secrecy,  as  they  would  not  repeat  any  word. 

*Stopford. 


[End  of  the  journal.] 
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After  the  foregoing  Journal  was  in  type  a  collection  of 
Jeffry  family  manuscripts  was  found  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Ralph  D.  Cleveland,  of  Newton  Highlands,  Mass., 
and  by  bis  kind  permission  several  letters  relating  to  the 
Quebec  siege  are  appended.  From  (lapers  left  by  Mr. 
Cleveland’s  father — Horace  W.  S.  Cleveland — it  seems 
certain  that  the  Journal  following  the  one  here  printed, 
together  with  interleaved  journal-almanacs  and  other 
diaries  kept  by  James  Jeffry  and  his  father  James,  were 
all  destroyed  in  the  great  Chicago  fire. 


Quebec,  80  June  1775. 

I  hope  you  are  all  in  health  and  remain  quietly  in  your 
old  habitations  in  Salem. 

I  got  thro :  as  well  or  better  than  I  could  have  expect¬ 
ed.  On  my  arrival  at  Cambridge  I  found  my  fellow 
Traveller*  that  was  to  be  just  mounting  his  horse  to  return 
to  Salem  being  as  be  thought  disappointed  of  his  pass. 
He  stopt  a  while  till  I  got  mine  but  that  not  being  so 
clear  as  be  expected,  gave  him  some  encouragement  &  he 
determined  to  go  on,  but  then  we  must  not  go  off  together. 
He  went  first  &  1  follow’d  him  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
That  night  we  lodged  at  Reding.  We  travelled  together 
till  the  2d  June  and  within  abt.  30  mile  of  Ticondaroga 
— tho :  not  without  his  resolving  to  turn  back  several 
times  before  ;  but  at  this  place  he  was  sure  he  should  not 
be  permitted  to  pass  Ticondaroga  &  Crown  Point  and  said 
he  would  turn  abt.  &  go  to  Albany.  I  gave  him  a  letter 
to  a  friend  there  &  we  parted.  1  told  him  I  should  go 
till  1  was  realy  stopt  &  if  I  should  be  1  would  soon  be 
with  him  at  Albany  by  way  of  lake  George. 

The  3d,  in  the  afternoon  1  arr’d  at  Ticondaroga  where 
I  waited  till  ye  5th  before  I  could  get  a  passage  to  Crown 
Point,  but  found  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  pass  from  the 
commanding  officer,  who  gave  me  a  passage  in  a  boat  he 
was  sending  down  and  sent  a  man  thro :  the  woods  to 
Crown  Point  with  my  horse.  I  waited  from  the  5th  to 
the  7th  before  1  could  get  a  conveyance  down  lake  Cham- 

*Samnel  Porter,  Salem  lawyer  and  loyalist. 
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plain  and  then  went  in  a  Batteau  with  a  party  sent  down 
to  Colo.  Arnold  who  was  towards  St.  Johns  with  the 
sloop.  We  met  the  sloop  &  a  schooner  with  Four  Bat- 
teaux  under  sail  returning  to  Crown  Point  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th.  I  went  on  board  &  made  one  of  a 
doz’n  who  sat  down  to  Breakfast  in  the  sloops  Cabin.  We 
had  fresh  venison  roasted,  fresh  fish  broiled,  &  a  good 
dish  of  Chocolate — no  bad  breakfast  for  a  Traveller. 
Colo.  Benedict  Arnold  is  an  old  acquaintance  &  treated 
me  very  civily  indeed.  After  breakfast  he  lay  the  vessel 
too  &  sent  a  boat  a  shore  with  me  to  a  house  on  the  W. 
side  of  the  lake  &  within  about  30  miles  of  St.  Johns. 
Here  I  got  a  man  with  a  cannoe  to  bring  me  abt.  two 
leagues  further.  I  then  was  obliged  to  get  on  a  large  raft 
of  timl)er  which  was  going  down  to  St.  Johns  and  on 
Saturday  the  10th  inst.  a  little  after  dark  I  was  taken  off 
the  raft  by  a  boat  belonging  to  the  regular  troops  at  St. 
Johns  and  arr'd  there  abt.  9  o’clock  and  here  I  was  again 
entertained  with  part  of  a  fine  round  of  Beef,  good  cheese,^ 
porter  &  grog,  and  an  order  given  that  not  one  of  the 
comp’y  should  ask  me  any  questions  till  1  had  done  sup¬ 
per.  In  this  tent  was  the  commanding  officer  Major 

Pres - of  the  26th  &  I  believe  10  or  12  officers  of  that 

Regt.  &  five  or  six  officera  of  the  artillery.  All  the  artil¬ 
lery  officers  I  was  well  acquainted  with. 

The  Doc’r  of  the  artillery  provided  for  me  at  his  room 
and  breakfast  for  me  in  the  morning.  I  arr’d  at  Montreal 
on  Sunday  the  11th  ab’t  6  o’c.  P.  M.  where  I  staid  till 
Monday  evening,  then  set  off  for  Quebec  where  I  arrived 
on  Wednesday  ye  14  Inst,  at  2  o’clock  P.  M.  &  thus 
ended  my  Journey  without  once  even  having  my  letters 
askM  for.  My  fellow  Traveller  might  if  he  had  had  the 
least  spark  of  resolution  have  arr’d  at  Quebec  with  me. 
Where  is  he  now? 


Montreal  24  Dec’r  1775 

Dear  Brother 

The  foregoing  is  copy  of  Two  letters  sent  into  Quebec 
by  Gen’l  Montgomery  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  before 
that  City.  They  were  sent  in  by  a  woman  &  some  by  a 
boy  &  many  were  convey’d  into  the  Town  ty’d  to  arrows 


146  JOURNAL  KEPT  IN  QUEBEC  IN  1775 

&  shot  in  by  Indians  as  Gov'  Carleton  refused  to  receive 
either  letter  or  message  by  a  Flagg  of  truce.  The  City 
is  now  surrounded  by  the  Continental  Army  who  have 
several  batteries  open  against  it  &  fall  it  must  within  a 
few  days — perhaps  at  this  moment  it  is  in  the  possession 
of  Gen’l  Montgomery  &  the  troo))s  under  his  Command. 

Colo.  Arnold  with  abt.  700  men  arr’d  at  Point  Levi 
opix)site  Quebec  the  9th  of  last  month.  Gen’l  Carleton 
arr’d  at  Quel)ec  from  Montreal  the  19th  Nov'  &  by  a 
proclamation  dated  22  Nov’r  ordered  all  out  of  Quebec  in 
four  days  who  would  not  take  up  arms  to  defend  the  Town 
&  Kings  stores  tho :  he  would  not  allow  any  one  to  take 
out  their  effects.  Your  Brother  was  one  of  a  great  num¬ 
ber  who  took  the  opportunity  of  leaving  the  wretched 
place.  On  the  26th  Nov’r  I  had  the  pleasure  of  break¬ 
fasting  with  Colo.  Arnold  &  seeing  Colo.  Biglow  by 
whom  I  rec’d  your  letter  which  I  am  obliged  to  you  for. 
He  was  then  very  well  &  I  have  just  heard  he  was  like¬ 
wise  last  Wednesday.  My  love  to  Becca.  Tell  her  that 
for  her  sake  if  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  in  Que¬ 
bec  I  will  render  him  any  service  in  my  power.  1  have 
left  my  bed  &  bedstead  with  beding  standing  in  my  room 
&  I  have  already  told  him  should  he  get  into  Town  be¬ 
fore  1  get  down  again  where  to  apply  for  the  key  of  the 
room  &  desired  he  would  go  &  take  possession  of  it. 

The  fort  of  St.  Johns  &  the  one  at  Chamblie  with 
Montreal  &  several  say  11  sail  of  armed  vessels  in  the 
River  are  taken  with  a  great  number  of  Cannon  &  a 
quantity  of  powder  &  provisions  l)elonging  to  the  King, 
but  the  King’s  Troops  hove  over  from  on  board  one  of  the 
vessels  upwards  of  nine  hundred  l>arrells  of  powder. 
Quebec  is  the  last  place  that  remains  in  this  Province  in 
possession  of  Gov  Carleton  but  I  hope  that  does  not 
[long].  Our  weather  thus  far  has  been  fine  &  success 
{considering  the  loss  of  men  which  has  been  very  few) 
very  great  The  French  people  in  general  seem  very 
ready  to  join  Gen*  Montgomery  &  his  army. 

Many  things  have  I  to  say  but  time  will  not  permit. 
I  wrote  sister  Ann  on  the  11th  inst  by  post  which  I  hope 
she  will  duly  receive.  I  sincerely  wish  you  all  the  com¬ 
pliments  of  the  season  &  may  the  insuing  year  be  at- 
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tended  with  health  &  happiness  to  us  all  is  the  sincere 
wish  of  your 

To  Affa 

Arthur  Jeffry  Brother 

Montreal,  6th  Feby  1776 

Dear  John. 

I  cannot  omit  so  favorable  an  opp’y  as  I  now  have  of 
writing  you  by  one  Mr  Austin  who  is  from  your  way, 
purchasing  English  goods  here,  which  he  takes  a  Cross 
the  lakes  in  sleys.  Several  from  Connecticut  have  come 
on  the  same  errand  w’ch  has  greatly  raised  the  price  of 
dry  goods  in  this  Town. 

As  to  our  Operations  in  the  martial  way  1  can  tell  you 
very  little  but  what  I  doubt  not  you  have  seen  in  the  news 
papers.  1  was  in  ho{>es  to  have  been  in  the  City  of 
Quebec  ere  now  but  many  are  the  disappointments  we 
meet  with. 

At  4  o’clock  on  the  raorn’g  of  the  last  day  of  the  old 
year  an  attack  was  made  on  the  two  extreme  ends  of  the 
lower  Town  of  Quebec,  Gen’l  Montgomery  commanding 
at  one  end  &  Colo  Arnold  with  abt.  400  of  the  men  who 
came  thro :  the  woods  with  him,  at  the  other.  At  the 
first  attack  Gen’l  Montgomery,  being  in  the  front  of  his 
detachment,  was  shot  dead  on  the  spot,  as  likewise  Mr. 
McPherson  his  aid  de  camp,  &  one  Capt.  Cheeseman  who 
were  very  near  him.  The  party  that  came  up  with  him 
then  retreated.  On  the  other  side  Colo.  Arnold  with  his 
men  made  an  attack  &  carried  the  first  Battery  they  came 
to.  Arnold  got  wounded  in  the  leg  &  was  carried  off. 
His  men  pushed  on  &  got  possession  of  that  part  of  the 
lower  Town  but  then  they  had  to  encounter  the  whole 
force  of  the  Garrison  of  abt.  1000  men  and  after  an  in¬ 
cessant  fire  of  cannon  and  misquettry  for  the  most  of 
that  day  our  men  lost  of  killed  &  wounded  abt  60  men, 
the  remainder  were  taken  prisoners  &  are  now  in  Quebec, 
treated  as  well  as  prisoners  can  be  in  a  city  where  they 
have  so  small  a  stock  of  provisions.  Maj.  Biglow  is 
among  the  prisoners.  1  was  with  Colo.  Arnold  abt.  10 
days  past  &  by  a  flagg  of  Truce  w’ch  he  sent  with  some 
necessaries  for  his  people,  heard  that  Maj.  Biglow  was 
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very  well.  This  please  to  let  Becca  know.  We  cant 
learn  the  loss  on  the  other  side.  The  city  is  now  sur¬ 
rounded  by  our  Troops  w’ch  stops  all  communication  with 
the  Country  &  deprives  them  of  all  provisions  &  wood. 
We  shall  wait  patiently  for  more  moderate  weather  & 
reinforcements  across  the  lake.  Several  volunteers  are 
already  arriv’d  &  as  lake  Champlain  is  now  froze  over  we 
shall  have  men  com’g  over  daily.  We  heard  yesterday 
by  the  post  that  two  Reg’ts  are  now  on  their  march  &  by 
all  accounts  we  expect  at  least  eight  thousand  men  from 
the  different  provinces  in  less  than  a  fortnight.  The 
people  in  the  City  are  short  of  provisions  &  short  of  fire- 
wo<^ — by  a  deserter  who  came  out  a  few  days  past  we 
hear  they  have  not  wood  enough  for  ten  days. 

Capt.  Rowland  from  Salem  in  a  ship  of  Richard  Derbys 
I  saw  at  Three  Rivers  a  few  days  past  &  since  I  arrived 
here  have  heard  that  his  vessel  with  others  w’ch  lay  at  St. 
Roc  near  Quebec  were  all  burnt. 

I  wrote  sister  Ann  of  the  6th  Deer,  last  &  Brother 
Arthur  of  the  11th.  I  hope  they  have  received  the  letters. 
I  shall  be  glad  if  any  or  all  of  you  would  write  me  by 
the  post  w’ch  now  comes  very  regularly  to  Montreal  & 
direct  for  me  at  Messrs.  Price  &  Haywoods  where  I  now 
am  &  shall  remain  with  them  or  Gen>  Wooster  till  we 
know  the  fate  of  Quebec. 

Your  affectionate 

Brother. 

Montreal  15th  March  1776 

Dear  Sister. 

Your  favor  of  y*  20th  Feby  by  Mr.  Jenks  I  received 
this  day.  Am  gl^  to  hear  you  are  all  well,  as  thank 
God  I  have  been  ever  since  I  left  Salem.  I  am  very  glad 
that  Cleveland  did  not  come  this  way  from  the  West 
Indies  for  all  American  vessels  have  stood  a  very  bad 
chance  in  this  country  &  most  have  been  wretchedly 
harrased  &  plagued. 

You  hear  I  am  an  officer.  Who  informed  you  of  that  ? 
Not  my  letter.  I  have  been  offered  two  or  three  births 
since  I  have  been  here  but  not  so  much  in  the  fighting 
way — Secretary  to  the  General— or  acting  Deputy  Quar- 
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termaster  in  this  place,  neither  of  which  have  I  as  yet 
accepted  of.  I  have  been  employed  ever  since  I  have 
been  here  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  contractors  and 
assisting  Genl.  Wooster  in  getting  his  accounts  and  papers 
into  some  Order  and  regularity  and  generally  spending 
my  time  at  his  house.  Jenks  dined  there  with  us  this 
day. 

As  to  a  journal  of  my  Journey  here  with  the  part  in 
w’ch  1  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Porter,  1  will  give  my 
Mr.  Jenks  when  he  returns,  for  he  purposes  going  into 
Quebec  before  be  returns  and  1  imagine  it  will  be  stormed 
in  abt.  a  fortnight  if  it  is  not  given  up  before.  I  can  tell 
you  so  far  of  it  that  we  never  were  challenged  once  the 
whole  time  we  were  together  &  1  had  as  pleasant  a  jour¬ 
ney  as  I  could  or  did  expect  &  met  with  no  obstructions 
all  the  way  thro :  and  Porter  had  he  not  been  frightened 
out  of  his  senses,  might  have  come  thro  :  with  me.  How¬ 
ever,  be  left  me  &  went  to  Albany,  from  there  to  New 
York.  From  there  I  received  a  letter  from  him  telling  me 
he  [should]  sail  from  thence  for  London. 

1  wrote  John  of  the  5  Feb’y.  I  suppose  he  received 
my  letter  about  the  time  yours  was  dat^,  as  Mr.  Austin, 
by  whom  I  sent  it,  was  arrived  at  Cambridge  abt  the 
time  Mr.  Jenks  set  off.  Pray  what  part  of  the  country 
is  John  going  a  farming  in.  You  will  1  believe  be  disap¬ 
pointed  in  seeing  me  this  spring. 

Is  any  of  the  people  who  had  left  the  Town  while  I 
was  there  returned,  or  is  there  any  more  of  them  taken 
their  flight  ?  Is  Capt  Geo.  Cabot  got  home  or  where  is 
he  ? 

We  expect  to  have  an  army  of  ten  thousand  American 
Troops  in  this  Country  all  the  ensuing  summer  and  Gen’I 
Lee  is  expected  to  take  the  command.  The  poor  wretches 
in  Quebec  have  been  shut  up  as  close  all  this  winter  as 
the  Troops  in  Boston  &  I  believe  have  fared  as  bad  not 
being  able  to  obtain  any  fresh  provisions  or  wood  from 
the  country  round. 

My  duty  to  mother  with  love  &  respect  to  all  relations, 
Friends  &  acquaintances  &  believe  me  to  be 

Yours,  etc. 
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Salem,  14th  October  1776. 

Dear  Brother. 

I  have  again  viaited  this  place,  but  much  sooner  than  I 
should  if  peace  &  quietness  had  not  deserted  Canada. 
On  the  26th  of  last  Novr.  I  left  the  city  of  Quebec  by  the 
Gov’rs  (Carleton’s)  order,  with  many  others  who  would 
not  take  up  arms  to  defend  the  Town,  but  we  bro’t  out 
little  else  than  our  necessary  clothing,  and  this  spring,  as 
without  doubt  you  have  heard,  we  were  obliged  to  leave 
the  country  and  Crown  Point  for  this  season  must  I  be¬ 
lieve  be  the  Barrier  on  that  quarter. 

The  ministerial  Troops  are  in  possession  of  New  York 
where  1  hope  &  doubt  not  but  they  will  be  confined  very 
near  as  close  as  they  were  last  year  in  Boston,  and  be  as 
badly  supplied  with  fresh  provisions  and  much  worse  with 
salt.  Several  of  their  Transports  loaded  with  provisions 
are  already  taken.  Two  of  them  are  brought  into  Bos¬ 
ton. 

Privateering  is  the  only  business  now  carried  on  here, 
and  some  of  them  have  had  very  great  success.  Capt. 
Forrester  (with  whom  Jenks  went)  has  taken  five  prizes, 
one  loaded  chiefly  with  English  goods  valued  at  thirty- 
five  or  thirty-six  thousand  pounds  ster’g  first  cost  but  she 
is  not  as  yet  arrived.  If  she  does,  all  concerned  expect 
their  fortunes  are  made,  that  sales  of  the  cargo  here  will 
neat  at  least  One  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

I  intend  paying  you  a  visit  in  your  Country  retreat, 
where  1  hope  you  enjoy  the  blessings  of  Health  and  quiet 
contentment,  with  a  sufficiency  of  this  worlds  goods  to 
make  your  life  comfortable,  free  from  the  noisy  dinn  of 
arms  &  w'arr. 

Brother  S.  Cleveland  sailed  the  2l8t  of  last  month  in  a 
Continental  Briga.  on  a  voyage  to  France. 

Mother  &  our  Friends  here  are  well.  Believe  me  to  be 
your  very  atf*  Brother 

James  Jeffry 
To 

Mr  John  Jeffry 

Gilmantun,  N.  H. 


THE  BURRAGE,  BURRIDGE  FAMILY  OF 
ESSEX  COUNTY. 


BY  FRANK  A.  GARDNER,  M.  D. 


1.  Thomas  Burrage,  the  first  of  this  line  to  reside  in 
the  county,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  May 
26,  1663,  the  son  of  John  and  Joanna  (Stower)  Burrage. 
The  father,  John,  was  an  inhabitant  of  the  above  named 
town  in  1637,  and  was  admitted  to  the  church  10  (2), 
1642  ;  was  clerk  of  the  market  in  1658,  and  ferryman  in 
1660.*  The  son  Thomas,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
in  Lynn  as  early  as  1692,  in  which  year  he  was  chosen 
one  of  the  overseers  of  “  Rumney  Marsh.”  He  served 
on  the  trial  jury  in  1694,  was  constable  in  1695,  and 
tithingman  in  1703.  He  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  church 
before  1712,  as  the  town  records  state  that  in  that  year 
“  Deacon  Thomas  Burrage  ”  was  chosen  selectman.ft  He 
married,  first,  November  16, 1687,  Elizabeth  Breed,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Allen,  Jr.,  and  Mary  Breed. f  She  was  born  1  : 
9  mo. :  1667.  In  1689-90  he  administered  the  estates  of 
his  father  and  mother,  and  later  joined  the  other  heirs  of 
his  father  in  deeds.*  His  wife  Elizabeth  died  June  16, 
1709,  aged  42  years.f  He  married  second,  intention  Jan¬ 
uary  2,  1709-10,  Mre.  Elizabeth  Parris,  widow  of  Robert 
Parris,  of  Dunstable.  She  was  born  Elizal)eth  Blanchard, 
daughter  of  Deacon  John  and  Hanuah  (Hills)  Blanchard. § 
June  3,  1717,  he  bought  of  Nathaniel  Rogers  of  Boston, 
“  One  third  part  of  a  Certain  Dwelling  house  and  about 
twenty  acres  of  upland  &  swamp  land  be  it  more  or  less, 
scituate  lying  and  being  in  ye  Town  of  Lynn  aforesd  near 
ye  Meeting  house.”  This  was  bounded  on  the  west  by 

*WymaD's  Charlestown. 

tLynn  Records. 

{Burrage  Memorial. 
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land  of  said  Barrage.*  He,  with  his  five  children,  had 
a  legacy  from  Alexander  Mitchell,  December  30,  1717. f 
He  died  March  11,  1717-18,  aged  about  65  years.J  His 
will,  dated  March  6,  1714,  was  probated  April  16,  1718. § 
He  is  descriljed  in  the  probate  files  as  a  ‘‘joyner.”  He 
mentioned  in  his  will  his  wife  Elizabeth,  sons  John  and 
Thomas,  and  daughters  Joanna  Mansfield,  and  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Bethiah  and  Ruth  Barrage. §  The  author  of  the 
“  Barrage  Memorial  ”  states  that  “  There  is  abundant 
evidence  that  he  was  a  man  of  sterling  character  and  of 
considerable  influence  in  his  adopted  town.” 

Children,  all  by  his  first  wife : 

2.  Joanna,  b.  Aug.  20,  1688;  m.  iut.  July  8,  1710,  Daniel  Man<- 

field,  son  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  Mansfield,  who  was  b. 
Mar.  1,  1789-90.  She  d.  June  8,  1738,  a.  45  y.,  and  he  d. 
Jan.  9,  1758.t  “  Fell  off  his  horse.*'  He  was  a  clothier  in 
Lynn. 

3.  Euzabsth,  b.  Not.  20,  1691;  m.  Jan.  29,  1718-19,  Thomas 

Rhoads.  She  d.  July  15,  1752.$ 

4.  John,  b,  Jan.  26,  1694.}  (See  below.) 

5.  Thomas,  b.  Sept  19,  1097.$  (See  below.) 

0.  Mabt,  b.  Mar.  8,  1099-1700;  m.  int  Oct  8, 1782,  John  Merriam, 
of  Wallingford,  Conn.$ 

7.  Bbthiah,  b.  May  12,  1704;  m.  Not.  18,  1725,  DiTin  (or  DiTsn) 

Berry ,$  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Divan)  Berry,  b.  Jan. 
22, 1702.11 

8.  Ruth,  b.  Feb.  1.  1707-8. 

p  4.  John  Burbage,  son  of  Deacon  Thomas  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Breed)  Barrage,  was  born  January  26,  1694.  He 
was  a  joiner  by  occupation.  Shortly  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  he  and  his  brother  Thomas  purchased  of  the 
heirs  of  Mrs.  Lois  Rogers,  land  adjoining  the  estate  which 
they  had  inherited  from  their  father,  near  the  meeting 
house  by  the  common.”^  They  then  agreed  to  a  division 
of  the  property,  John  to  have  “  all  the  homestead  where 
the  afore  nam^  Thomas  Barrage  his  father  dwelt,  both 

*Easez  Deads,  book  38,  leaf  4A 
tWyman's  Chiarlestown,  pp.  157-8. 

(Lynn  Records. 

lEssez  Probate  Records,  book  312,  leaf  195. 
lEasex  Antiquarian,  t.  VIII,  p.  174. 

Yluez  Deeds,  book  83,  leaf  44. 
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buildings  and  land  to  extend  Eastward  upon  the  Lands 
that  was  Rogers  so  far  as  to  make  the  sd  Burrages  home¬ 
stead  &  the  Lands  of  Rogers  so  Extended  as  Equal  in 
quantity  to  the  remaining  Easterly  half  part  of  Rogers 
lands,”  and  many  other  lots  of  land.*  He  sold  lots  from 
this  property  in  1718  and  in  1725.t  He  sold  many  other 
lots  of  land,  including  two  to  his  brother  Thomas,  one  of 
two  acres  in  1745  and  one  of  four  acres  and  fifty  poles  in 
1747.^  He  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  market  March  4, 
1722,  and  became  deacon  of  the  church  prior  to  1732.§ 
He  married  in  Lynn,  January  1,  1718,  Mehitable  Sar¬ 
gent.  She  was  probably  the  Mehitable  Sargent,  daughter 
of  John  and  Lydia  (Chipman)  Sargent  of  Charlestown 
and  Malden,  who  was  born  in  Malden,  September  5, 1696. 
Her  stated  age  at  death  goes  far  to  confirm  this  belief. 
He  died  in  Lynn,  May  15,  1761,  aged  66  years.  His 
widow,  Mehitable,  died  November  19,  1792,  in  her  97th 
year. 

Children : 

9.  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  30,  1721;  d.,  anm..  Sept.  7,  1703,  a.  72  y.; 

Ebenezer  Stocker  was  app.  adm.  of  her  estate,  Oct.  7, 1708.11 

10.  Ltdia,  b.  Not.  25,  1723;  m.  1st,  April  10,  1750,  Zaccheas  Nor¬ 

wood,  s.  of  John  and  Sarah  (Hudson)  Norwood.!  He  was 
b.  in  Lynn,  Mar.  12,  1715-10.!  He  kept  the  tavern  in  Sau^s 
nntil  his  death,  Feb.  8,  1756,  aged  40.!  She  m.,  2nd,  May  20, 
1763,  Josiah  Martin  of  Ipswich.!  He  was  s.  of  Josiah  and 
Mary  (Hidden)  Martin,  and  was  bap.  in  Ipswich,  Mar.  7, 
1735-6.^  The  tavern  was  conducted  by  Josiah  Martin  and 
his  wife  Lydia  until  1775,  when  he  enlisted  for  the  war,  and 
Jacob  Newhall  took  possession  of  the  tavern,  running  it 
nntil  the  year  1807.  Lieut.  Josiah  Martin  has  suffered  bad¬ 
ly,  and  In  many  respects  unjustly,  in  the  hands  of  the  his¬ 
torians  of  Lynn.  Notwithstanding  he  was  called  “of 
Ipswich"  in  the  record  of  his  intention  of  marriage  in 
Lynn,  and  his  intention  of  marriage  was  also  recorded  in 
his  native  town  of  Ipswich,  Lewis,  in  his  "  History  of 

*Essez  Deeds,  ,  book  43,  leaf  56. 
fibid,  book  40,  leaf  260,  and  book  48,  leaf  235. 
tibid,  book  88,  leaf  185;  b.  73.  1.  28;  b.  77.  1.  7;  b.  78.  1.  192;  b. 
90,  L  18  and  25;  b.  93,  1.  82;  and  b.  105,  1.  236. 
iLynn  Records. 
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Lynn,”  ttates  that  “  He  appeared  in  Lynn  about  the  year 
1760,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  an  English  adventurer." 
This  unfortunate  error  is  repeated  in  Howard  K.  Sander¬ 
son's  excellent  work,  "  Lynn  in  the  Revolution."  In  these 
works  several  instances  of  his  peculiar  actions  are  given  to 
show  that  at  "  times  he  exhibited  the  characteristics  and 
breeding  of  a  gross  villain."  Careful  investigation  by  the 
author  of  this  article  has  shown  that  these  peculiar  actions 
on  his  part  were  evidently  the  early  manifestations  of  insanity 
which  developed  markedly  in  the  later  years  of  his  life,  as 
shown  in  this  narration.  May  14,  1775,  the  Committee  of 
Safety  sent  the  following  to  the  selectmen  of  Lynn : 
"  Wheresis  Josiah  Martin  has,  under  guard,  been  brought 
before  this  committee  to  be  inquired  of  touching  his  con¬ 
duct,  respecting  his  appearing  in  favor  of  carrying  into 
execution  the  tyrannical  designs  of  administration  for  the 
enslaving  of  this  province:  upon  examination  of  the  evi¬ 
dences  produced,  Rksolved,  that  the  said  Martin’s  conduct 
has,  in  some  instances,  been  unfriendly  to  bis  country;  but 
that,  on  his  being  charged  with  the  same,  be  has  promised, 
with  bis  life  and  fortune,  to  stand  forth  for  the  defence  of 
bis  country,  and  that  so  long  as  be  evinces  this  disposition* 
by  his  conduct,  and  does  not  any  more  attempt  to  go  into 
the  town  of  Boston,  that  he  be  received  with  the  favor  of 
his  countrymen,  and  that  no  insult  or  injury  be  offered  him 
or  his  property.’’*  He  gave  abundant  proof  of  his  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  the  patriots,  for  on  Mar.  10, 1776,  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Capt.  Abraham  Dodge’s  Company,  Col. 
Moses  Little’s  12th  Reg’t.  Continental  Army,  serving  until 
May  24tb  of  that  year.  July  1,  1780,be  entered  the  service  as 
Lieutenant  in  Capt.  Addison  Richardson’s  Company,  Col. 
Nathaniel  Wade’s  3  mo.  Essex  County  Reg’t.  serving  three 
months  and  22  days,  until  the  regiment  disbanded. t  April 
30,  1790,  Jonathan,  Ebenezer,  Josiah  and  Isaac  Martin  and 
Josiah  Lord,  "  near  relations  and  friends,"  petitioned  that 
suitable  guardian  be  appointed,  as  "  the  said  Josiah  has 
for  many  years  past  appeared  to  be  non  compos  and  incapa¬ 
ble  of  managing  bis  affairs.’’^  Frederick  Breed  was  ap¬ 
pointed  guardian  and  rendered  accounts  April  8,  1791,  and 
Feb.  3, 1795.  An  inventory  of  bis  property,  taken  April  8, 
1791,  placed  the  valuation  at  £186:  01:  09,  including  a  note 


*"  Journals  of  Each  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts,’’  p.  545. 
tMass.  S.  and  S.  in  the  Rev.  War,  v.  X,  p.  291. 
tEssex  Probate  Files,  No.  17,916. 
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Of  bADd  of  Jacob  Newhall  for  £100.  dated  Mar.  10,  1788.* 
These  quotations  from  legal  documents  on  file  in  the  Pro* 
bate  Court  show  bow  mistaken  Lewis  was  in  his  “  History 
of  Lynn in  stating  that  **  He  enlisted  for  the  war  and 
never  returned  to  Lynn,”  and  how  in  all  probability  the 
various  strange  deeds  recorded  against  him  were  due  to  an 
unsound  mind.  His  wife  Lydia  d.  Apr.  13,  1700,  aged  58. 

11.  Mehitabel,  b.  Mar.  12,  1725-6;  d.  Oct  12,  1759,  a.  S3  y.  Let¬ 

ters  of  administration  were  granted  to  her  brother  John, 
Dec.  3,  1764.t 

12.  Abigail,  b.  abt.  1727;  d.  Oct.  13,  1740,  a.  IS  y.  8  mo. 

13.  Betbiah,  b.  abt.  1728 ;  d.  May  14,  1748,  a.  20  y. 

14.  Jobs,  b.  Nov.  23,  1730.  (Seebeloto.) 

15.  Mart,  b.  abt.  1732;  d.  Sept.  22,  1751,  in  her  10th  year. 

16.  Joanna,  b.  abt  1734;  d.  Dec.  16,  1751,  a.  17  y. 

5.  Thomas  Burr  age,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Breed)  Burrage,  was  born  September  19,  1697.  He  was 
a  housewright  or  joiner  by  occupation,  like  his  father  and 
brother  John.  He  and  his  brother  divided  between  them¬ 
selves  the  real  estate  which  their  father  had  left,  and 
Thomas  had  as  his  share  ”  all  the  Remaining  part  of  the 
Homestead  purchased  of  sd  Rogers  Heirs  with  all  the 
buildings  thereon  ”  and  several  other  lots  of  land.:^  He 
married,  first,  January  3,  1722-3,  Sarah  Newhall,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ensign  Joseph  and  Susanna  (Farrar)  Newhall.§|l 
She  was  born  July  11,  1704.§  Thomas  and  his  wife 
Sarah  conveyed  their  rights  and  interest  in  projierty  which 
had  been  left  to  them  by  their  '‘late  father  Ensign  Joseph 
Newhall,”  May  6,  1723,  May  9,  1732,  and  February  17, 
1735.^  He  sold  a  lot  from  the  land  ”  laid  out  to  widow 
Lois  Rogers  ”  to  his  brother  John,  May  18,  1723,  and 
another  from  the  same  parcel  to  Daniel  Mansfield,  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1729-30.**  Other  lots  of  land  w^ere  sold  by  him 
to  John  Henry  Burchstead,  Daniel  Eaton,  and  Thomas 
Mansfield.tt  He  married,  second,  at  Malden,  November 

*Esiex  Probate  Files,  No.  17,916. 
tEssex  Probate  Files,  No.  4,^0. 
tEsaex  Deeds,  book  43,  leaf  56. 
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15,  1750,  Anna  Waite  (Wayte),  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Anna  (Lynde)  Waite.*  She  was  born  January  28,1707- 
8.*  He  died  December  17,  1759,  in  his  63d  year.  His 
will,  dated  December  8,  1759,  wa.s  probated  on  the  27th 
of  that  month.!  He  named  his  sons  William  and  Josiah 
Burrage,  executors.  He  gave  to  his  wife  Anna  “  all  the 
household  goods  &  furniture  she  brought  me,”  etc.,  etc., 
and  “ye  east  lower  room  and  the  N.  E.  lower  bedroom.” 
He  also  gave  her  “  One  Ekjual  half  part  of  all  my  move- 
able  Estate  .  .  .  after  my  debts  &  funeral  charges  are 
paid,”  etc.,  etc.  His  real  estate  he  gave  to  his  three 
sons,  William,  Josiah  and  Abijah,”  as  described  later  in 
the  articles  upon  them.  To  his  daughters,  Susannah  and 
her  sisters,  he  gave  the  remaining  part  of  his  personal  and 
moveable  estate,  also  £66  :  13  :  04,  to  be  paid  in  divided 
payments  (as  specified)  by  his  three  sons.  To  his  grand¬ 
children,  the  children  of  his  deceased  daughter,  “  Deziah  ” 
Whittemore,  he  willed  various  sums,  to  be  paid  by  his 
three  sons  as  directed.  The  three  sons  were  made  resid- 
legatees.  The  inventory,  dated  April  1,  1760, 
showed  a  total  valuation  of  £724 :  03 :  10.^ 

Children,  all  by  bis  first  wife  Sarah  : 

17.  Dksibx,  b.  Jan.  18,  1723-4;  m.  (int.  Oct.  3,  1742)  Apr.  14,  1743, 

Edward  Whittemore.  She  d.  before  Dec.,  1739.  She  waa 
called  “  Keziah  ’’  in  the  marriage  record.} 

18.  THOMAa,  b.  Jan.  1,  1725-fl;  dT.  Mar.  8,  1761,  a.  26  7.  2  moa.  He 

was  a  Joiner  by  trade.  Letters  of  adm.  npon  his  eat.  were 
granted  to  his  father,  Apr.  1,  1761.  B 

19.  Abuab,  b.  Oct.  27,  1729;  d.  yonng. 

90.  William,  b.  Dec.  19, 1731.  (See  belote.) 

91.  Sabah,  b.  Mar.  8,  1733-4;  d.  Sept.  16,  1752,  a.  18  y. 

83.  Josiah,  b.  Apr.  30,  1736.  (See  belov.) 

98.  SusAHHA.b.  Aug.  20, 1738;  d.  Sept.  9,  1740. 

24.  SusAHHAB,  b.  Jnly  13,  1741;  m.,  aa  his  2nd  wife,  int.  Feb.  18, 
1776,  Stephen  Waite,  a.  of  Jabez  and  Judith  (Hill)  Waite. 
He  was  b.  Apr.  16, 1731;  d.  Malden,  Dec.  80,  1814. Y 

*New  Eng.  Hist.  Oen.  Reg.,  ▼.  32,  p.  192. 
tEssex  Probate  Files,  No.  4224. 
iKsaex  Probate  Files,  No.  4224. 
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25.  Buth,  b.  Msy  13,  1744;  d.  Sept.  4,  1746. 

26.  Abuah,  b.  July  8,  1745.  (See  below.) 

27.  Ruth,  b.  Oct.  16,  1745(6?);  d.  Jane  30,  1747. 

28.  (Child),  b.  Jan.  7,  1748-6;  d.  Jan.  9,  1748-6. 

14.  John  Bubragb,  son  of  John  and  Mehitabel  (Sar¬ 
gent)  Burrage,  was  born  November  23,  1730.  He  was  a 
wheelwright  by  trade.  April  30,  1765,  he  purchased  of 
his  sisters,  Elizabeth  Burrage,  spinster,  and  Lydia  Nor¬ 
wood,  innholder,  for  £266 :  13 :  04,  their  share  of  the 
estate  of  his  father,  John  Burrage,  senior.*  He  marched 
on  the  Lexington  alarm  of  April  19,  1775,  as  a  private  in 
Captain  Rufus  Mansfield’s  4tb  Lynn  Company.f  He  was 
chosen  deacon  of  the  church  in  1771  and  town  treasurer 
in  1776,  serving  the  town  in  that  capacity  until  his  death.| 
He  lived  in  Lynn,  on  the  Common,  near  Park  street,  in  a 
long,  two-story,  slanting-roofed  house,  which  had  been  the 
family  homestead  for  three  geuerations.§  He  sold  to  his 
sister,  Lydia  Norwood,  April  30,  1763,  two  pieces  of  real 
estate  in  Lynn,  one  of  five  acres  and  ten  poles,  on  Lynn 
Common,  which  had  been  laid  out  to  Thomas  Burrage  ; 
the  other  a  lot  of  seven  acres  and  one  hundred  and  ten 
poles.  II  He  died  November  23,  1780,  and  was  buried  in 
the  old  Western  Burial  Ground,  where  his  grave  is 
marked  by  a  S.  A.  R.  Revolutionary  marker.  §  In  his 
will,  dated  May  30,  1780,  he  gave  to  his  mother  Mehita- 
ble  and  sister  Elizabeth  Burrage,  **  all  the  Provisions, 
Wool,  Flax,  Hay  and  Forage  which  I  shall  own  ”  and 
the  crop  growing  or  standing  on  my  lands.”  He  also 
gave  to  them  the  use  and  improvement  of  the  remainder 
of  his  estate  during  their  lifetime.  If  the  income  proved 
insufficient  to  support  them,  any  part  of  the  estate  could 
be  sold  for  their  ^nefit.  He  gave  to  his  sister,  Lydia 
Martin,  land  at  Nahant,  to  be  given  to  her  after  the  death 
of  his  mother  and  sister,  and  to  the  town  of  Lynn  he  gave 
the  wood  on  a  certain  lot,  with  the  same  condition  at¬ 
tached.  To  his  nephew,  Jonathan  Norwood,  he  gave  the 

*EMex  Deeds,  book  124,  leaf  69. 

tMaas.  8.  and  S.  in  the  Rev.  War,  v.  II,  p.  896. 
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east  end  of  the  house,  with  the  garden,  etc.,  after  the 
death  of  his  mother  and  sister.  He  named  as  residuary 
legatees,  his  nephew  Jonathan  Norwood  and  his  nieces 
Mehitable  Norw(^  and  Susanna  Bordman.  The  inven¬ 
tory  showed  a  valuation  of  £2246  :  01 :  02.*  July  2, 
1791,  Susanna  Bordman  of  Lynn,  widow,  for  £168  ;  00  : 
00,  conveyed  to  Thomas  Cheever  of  Lynn,  one-half  part 
of  all  the  real  estate  of  her  uncle,  John  Burrage,  late  of 
Lynn,  deceased,  “  reserving  as  by  my  sd  uncle’s  last  will, 
the  improvement  of  the  same  unto  my  Grandmother  Mehit- 
abel  Burrage  and  my  aunt  Elizabeth  Burrage  during  their 
natural  lives.”f  April  15,  1793,  Joseph  Stocker  and  wife 
Mehitabel,  for  £605:  13:  00,  sold  their  right  to  the  same 
property  of  their  late  uncle.  Deacon  John  Burrage.:^ 
Similar  conveyances  were  made  by  the  last  named  couple 
in  1793  and  1796. §  He  never  married. 

20.  William  Bubbaoe,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Newhall)  Barrage,  was  born  December  19,  1731.  He 
married  in  Malden,  March  20,  1760,  Phebe  Barrett.  ||  We 
know  from  the  record  of  her  age  at  the  time  of  her  death 
that  she  was  bom  about  1740.  She  was  probably  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Phebe  (Waite)  Barrett,  who 
were  married  April  27,  1739.  This  Phebe  Waite  who 
married  Joseph  Barrott  was  a  sister  of  Anna  Waite,  who 
married  Thomas  Burrage  (No.  5)  as  his  second  wife.^ 
The  real  estate  of  his  father  was  divided  February  11, 
1761,  and  he  was  given  the  western  side  with  land  and 
many  other  lots.**  In  the  spring  of  1767  he  removed  to 
Leominster,  where  he  bought  of  Joseph  Darby  a  farm  of 
about  sixty  acres,  for  £144 :  13  :  OO.ft  He  continued  to 
reside  there,  working  as  a  farmer  and  shoemaker.  He  was 
a  private  in  Captain  Nathaniel  Carter’s  Company,  Colonel 
Abijah  Stearns’s  8th  Worcester  County  Regiment,  which 
marched  under  the  command  of  Major  Ebenezer  Bridge 

•Essex  Probate  Files,  No.  4215. 
tEssex  Deeds,  book  153,  leaf  133. 
ilbid,  book  156,  leaf  262. 
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to  Williamstown,  August  22,  1777,  on  an  alarm  ;  service 
11  days.  Roll  dated  Leominster.*  He  lived  in  Leomin¬ 
ster  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  died  there  Oc¬ 
tober  28,  1820,  aged  88  years  and  8  months.  His  wife 
died  May  25,  1822,  aged  82  years. f  The  author  of  the 
Burrage  Memorial  ”  states  that  she  possessed  much 
force  of  character. 

Children,  born  in  Lynn:| 

29.  (Child),  buried  June  20,  1762. 

SO.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  31,  1760;  d.  Dec.  3,  1776. 

31.  Thomas,  b.  Dec.  4,  1763,  m.  Aug.  21,  1791.  Abigail  Fairbanks, 

of  Templeton.  He  removed  to  Templeton,  Mass.  He  had 
a  family  of  12  ch.j  In  1820,  he  returned  to  Leominster.  He 
d.  Oct.  11,  1828,  a.  65.  She  d.  about  1862. 

32.  Phobbk,  b.  Feb.  1,  1766;  d.  June  17,  1809,  a.  44  y. 

Children,  born  in  Leominster  rf 

33.  William,  b.  Sept.  2,  1768;  m.  1st,  Feb.  1,  1792,  Mary  Joslin. 

She  d.  Dec.  17,  1820.  He  m.,  2nd,  June  10,  1821,  Roxanna 
Sanderson.  He  was  a  deacon.  He  d.  Aug.  9,  1844,  a.  76  y. 

34.  JosiAH,  b.  Aug.  16,  1770;  m.  Mar.  7,  1800,  Ruth  Kilburn,  dan. 

of  William  Kilburn,  of  Lunenburg.  They  bad  13  cb.  He 
d.  Nov.  5,  1856,  and  she  d.  May  1,  1875,  a.  04  y.  and  6  m. 

35.  Abijau,  b.  Apr.  24,  1774;  d.  Sept.  10,  1787,  a.  18  y. 

36.  John,  b.  Mar.  10,  1775;  d.  Ang.  15,  1770. 

37.  Anna,  b.  Feb.  4,  1778;  m.  May  5,  1810,  Benjamin  Carter,  of 

Leominster.  She  d.  Mar.  12,  1851. 

38.  Joseph,  b.  Nov.  5, 1780;  d.  Got.  81,  1803,  a.  23  y. 

30.  Sarah,  b.  Jan.  25,  1784;  d.  Sept.  8,  1806,  a.  23  y. 

40.  Patty,  bap.  June  10,  1787;  d.  Oct.  80,  1807,  in  her  21st  y. 

22.  JosiAH  Burraoe,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Newhall)  Burrage,  was  born  April  30,  1736.  He  was  a 
glazier  by  trade.  He  married  (intention  dated  June  22, 
1775,)  Susanna  Ramsdell,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  and 
Susanna  (Groas)  Ramsdell.  In  the  division  of  the  real 
estate  of  his  father,  February  11,  1761,  he  was  given  the 
ea.stern  end  of  the  homestead,  with  three  and  a  half  acres 

*Msss.  S.  and  S.  in  the  Rev.  War,  v.  II,  p.  810. 
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of  land  adjoining,  and  many  other  lots.*  He  conveyed  to 
John  Brown  of  Danvers,  April  18,  1767,  a  lot  of  salt 
marsh  in  Lynn,  nigh  Fox  Hill,  for  jC4  :  08  :  OO.f  His 
mind  became  affected,  and  February  4,  1771,  Anna,  Su¬ 
sanna,  Abijah  and  John  Burrage  and  others  petitioned  to 
have  a  guardian  appointed.  His  brother  John  was  ap¬ 
pointed  March  5,  1771.  An  inventory  taken  March  26, 
1771,  showed  property  to  the  value  of  <£383:01:08. 
As  his  reason  was  restored,  the  guardian  was  discharged 
April  3,  1775.  Josiah  Burrage  gave  receipt  to  John 
Burrage,  his  former  guardian,  April  3,  1775,  for  .£303  : 
01 :  08.^  He  died  May  3,  1776,  aged  40  years.  His  widow 
and  brother  declined  to  serve,  and  Theophilus  Breed  was 
appointed  at^lministrator,  September  3,  1776.  The  inven¬ 
tory,  dated  January  6,  1777,  showed  real  estate  valued  at 
X219  :  05  :  00,  and  personal  at  £49  :  12  :  08.|  Widow 
Susanna  Burrage,  for  £20,  conveyed  to  Nehemiah  Rams- 
dell  her  interest  in  the  estate  of  her  father,  Nehemiah 
Ram8de11.§  January  15,  1798,  she  sold  to  William  Bur¬ 
rows  of  Boston  a  piece  of  land  near  the  old  meeting 
house  in  Lynn,  part  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Abijah 
Burrage,  deceased.  ||  She  died  about  July,  1809.  Her  will, 
date<l  October  10,  1801,  was  probated  July  18, 1809.  She 
made  bequests  to  her  brothers  Nehemiah  and  Joseph 
Ramsdell,  sister  Anna  Kamsdell,  sister  Rhoda  Hudson, 
wife  of  Thomas  K.  Hudson,  and  sister  Fanny  Barton. 
The  balance  of  her  estate  she  left  to  her  brother-in-law, 
William  Burrage,  and  sister-in-law  Susanna,  wife  of 
Stephen  Wait.  The  inventory  showed  real  estate  valued 
at  $1150.00  and  personal  at  $79.75.^ 

Child : 

41.  Josiah,  bap.  Sept.  22, 1T76.  Micajah  Newhall  was  appointed 
his  gnardian,  Feb.  S,  1796,**  and  May  6, 1796,  sold  real  estate 
of  said  minor  for  $330.  ft  An  account  was  rendered  June  6, 

•Essex  Probate  Files,  No.  4224. 
i Essex  Deeds,  book  122,  leaf  156. 

1  Essex  Probate  Files,  Nos.  4216  and  4217. 
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1707.  He  died  Dec.  13,  1707.  Hie  will,  dated  May  0,  1707, 
was  probated  Feb.  6,  1708.*  He  left  all  of  bis  property  to 
his  mother.  James  Gardner  of  Lynn  was  appointed  exec- 
ntor.  The  inventory,  dated  Mar.  21,  1708,  showed  real 
estate  rained  at  I1254.S0,  and  personal  at  tl0S.40.* 

26.  Abltah  Bubbage,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Newhall)  Barrage,  was  bom  July  8,  1746.t  His  father 
died  when  he  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  April 
14, 1760,  Theophilus  Breed  was  appointed  guardian,  with 
Abijah’s  uncles,  William  and  Josiah  Barrage,  as  sureties.^ 
When  the  real  estate  of  his  father  was  divided,  February 
11,  1761,  he  was  given  the  middle  division  of  the  home¬ 
stead  (three  and  a  half  acres  of  land),  and  many  other 
lots.§  Abijah  Barrage  sold  to  Joel  Newhall  of  Lynn, 
September  17,  1778,  3  1/2  acres  of  salt  marsh  on  Romney 
Marsh  in  Lyna.||  March  3,  1779,  he  sold  an  acre  and 
144  poles  of  land  in  Nahant  to  Thomas  Rhodes  of  Lynn.^^ 
In  these  deeds  he  was  called  “  cordwainer.”  He  died 
about  1780.  Richard  Mansfield  was  appointed  adminis¬ 
trator  of  his  estate,  December  4,  1781.:^  The  inventory, 
dated  November  30,  1780,  gave  the  value  of  the  real  es¬ 
tate  as  £203  ;  08  :  04  and  the  personal  £27  :  03  :  00.^ 
Thomas  Barrage  (No.  31)  of  Templeton,  Worcester 
County,  attorney  for  William  Barrage  (No.  20)  of  “  Le- 
mister,”  for  $250,  sold  to  Micajah  Newhall  of  Lynn,  all 
his  rights  to  the  estate  of  Abijah  Barrage  of  Lynn,  de¬ 
ceased,  December  28,  1795.**  In  January  and  March, 
1796,  the  following  heirs  sold  their  shares  in  the  estate 
to  Micajah  Newhall  of  Lynn :  Ezra  Phillips  of  Chester¬ 
field,  wife  Esther ;  Elizabeth  Mansfield  of  Lynn,  widow 
of  Richard  Mansfield ;  Martha  Whittemore  of  Salem, 
singlewoman ;  Stephen  Wait  of  Malden,  wife  Susanna, 
and  Edmond  Whittemore  and  wife  Hannah. ff 
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Bubbaoe  Family  Notes. 

Elizabeth  Barrage  and  Clement  Newhall,  m.  Aug.  14, 
1762. — Marblehead  Recorda. 

George  Burridge  and  Hannah  Richards,  m.  Newbury- 
port,  Sept  28,  1794.  Their  son,  George  Hudson,  b.  June 
27,  1795. — Newburyport  Recorda. 

John  Barrage,  servant  to  Jno  Porter  in  1644. — Salem 
Qt.  Ct.  Rda.^  Eaaex  Antiquarian,  v.  V,  p.  28. 

Robert  Barrage  m.  in  Marblehead,  Jan.  20, 1788,  Sarah 
Pearce.  They  had  children  as  follows : — 

i.  Sabah,  bap.  Nov.  0,  1788;  m.,  0«c.  29, 1811,  John  Widger. 

ii.  Jahb,  bap.  Apr.  25, 1790;  d.  yonng. 

iii.  Jahb,  bap.  Dec.  2, 1792;  m.  Dec.  7, 1819,  Joseph' Cloutman. 

iv.  Mart,  bap.  Sept.  28, 1794;  m.  Apr.  26, 1821,  Moses  Allen  of 

Lynn. 

T.  Hahhah,  bap.  Ang.  7, 1796;  m.  Sept.  7, 1828,  Ben].  Nowland. 

vi.  Robbbt,  bap.  Nov.  18,  1798;  m.  Apr.  24, 1825,  Eliza  Ann  Grant. 

Her  infant  child  d.  Sept.  15,  1840,  and  she  d.  three  days 
later. 

vii.  JoHH  Pbabob,  bap.  Ang.  29, 1802;  d.  Jane,  1824,  of  a  fever,  on 

board  the  brig  “  Union,”  a.  22  y. 

viii.  Richard,  bap.  Ang.  5,  1804. 

— Marblehead  Recorda. 

William  Barrage  and  Grace  Davis  were  married  in 
Marblehead,  November  11,  1723. — Marblehead  Recorda. 
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THE  WEST  FIELD,  SALEM,  IN  1700. 


BY  SIDNEY  PEKLEY. 


What  was  early  known  as  West  field,  in  Salem,  is 
now  a  part  of  Peabody,  between  Central  street  and  prac¬ 
tically  the  Essex  railroad  location  and  from  Gardner’s 
brook  north  to  about  Wilson’s  corner.  It  contained  about 
fifty  acres,  and  was  probably  laid  out  and  granted  as  early 
as  South  fields  and  North  fields. 

Central  street  was  an  original  highway,  running  be¬ 
tween  Northfields  and  Westfield.  It  was  called  the  lane 
or  highway  in  1680;  the  highway  in  1682;  the  road  or 
highway  in  1690  ;  ye  king’s  highway  in  1694 ;  the  high¬ 
way  which  leads  from  Mr.  Gardner’s  brook,  so  called,  to- 
Ipswich  in  1705  ;  the  street  or  highway  in  1712;  the 
country  road  in  1713 ;  ye  highway  or  country  road  in 
1746  ;  the  country  higWay  in  1748 ;  the  main  country 
road  in  1755;  the  main  road  in  1776;  the  great  country 
road  in  1794 ;  the  country  road  or  highway  in  1794  ;  the 
public  road  in  1799  ;  the  highway  leading  to  Salem  in 
1804  ;  the  road  leading  from  Salem  to  Andover  in  1805 ; 
the  road  leading  from  the  South  meeting  house  to  An¬ 
dover  in  1807  ;  the  road  in  1819  ;  the  road  leading  from 
Andover  to  the  South  meeting  house  in  1836  ;  the  An¬ 
dover  road  in  1841 ;  and  Central  street  as  early  as  1844. 

Andover  street  was  a  path  probably  before  1659.  It 
was  called  the  highway  that  leads  to  Mr.  Phillips’  in 
1705;  the  road  in  1729  ;  the  country  road  in  1761;  the 
way  leading  to  Jonathan  Felton’s  house  in  1770  ;  the 
country  roi^  in  1847 ;  and  Andover  street  as  early  as 
1878. 

Endecott  street  was  laid  out  by  the  town  in  1871,  and 
named  Endecott  street  at  the  time.  The  next  year  it  was 
called  a  new  street  leading  from  Wilson’s  comer  to  Low¬ 
ell  street. 

(IM) 
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llowditx:b  court  was  in  existence  and  so  called  in  1887. 

Warren  street  was  so  called  in  1880. 

Jacobs  street  was  in  existence  and  so  called  in  1864. 

Stevens  street  was  called  a  way  to  Central  street  in 
1844;  and  Stevens  street  as  early  as  1849. 

Mechanics  street  and  Vine  street  were  so  called  in 
1857. 

Asb  street  was  so  called  in  1864. 

Estate  of  Samuel  Abom  Route.  Tins  lot  of  land  and 
tbe  bouse  and  barn  tbereon  was  tbe  homestead  of  Samuel 
Abom  as  early  as  1694  ;  and  be  died,  possessed  of  the 
estate,  in  November,  1699.  The  house  was  built  before 
1661 ;  and  the  land  and  buildings  were  valued  at  sixty 
pounds.  By  an  agreement,  dated  Feb.  27,  1700-1,  the 
widow,  Catherine  (Smith)  Aborn,  had  the  buildings  and 
land  adjoining ;  and  soon  after  that  part  became  the 
property  of  Samuel  Abom,  eldest  son  of  the  deceased. 
He  gave  to  his  daughter  Susanna  Aborn  a  deed  of  the 
same  July  6,  1705;*  and  she  conveyed  it  to  her  nephew 
(“cousin”)  Samuel  Aborn  of  Salem  April  3,  1708.t 
Miss  Aborn  retained  a  life  interest  therein,  and  the  deed 
also  provided  that  it  should  be  void  if  she  should  have  a 
child.  She  subsequently  married  John  Baker  of  Salem, 
but  he  lived  only  a  short  time,  and  apparently  she  had  no 
child.  How  long  tbe  house  stood  after  this  date  is  un¬ 
certain. 

William  Otborn  and  Itaae  Pease  Lot.  This  lot  was 
originally  owned  by  Thomiis  Bullock.  Daniel  Southwick, 
aged  eighty-one,  and  Samuel  Eborn,  aged  seventy-eight, 
both  of  Salem,  deposed,  Dec.  16,  1717,  that  William 
Osborn  is  in  possession  of  “  a  peice  of  Land  in  a  place 
called  y*  weft  field  upon  w®**  Said  Land  there  was  erected 
Built  and  in  Being  a  Cottage  or  Dwelling  place  at  or 
Before  y*  year  one  Thoufand  Six  hundred  Sixty  one  by 
one  Thomas  Bullock  of  Salem  in  y®  County  of  Efsex 
bufbandman  deceafed.”:^  This  house  must  have  been 
built  by  Mr.  Bullock  early,  as  Henry  Bullock  owned  the 
lot  in  1657.  Henry  Bullock  died  in  1664,  having,  in  bis 

Registry  of  Deeds,  book  18,  leaf  186. 

t  Essex  Re^stry  of  Deeds,  book  26,  leaf  136. 

tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  82,  leaf  256. 
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will,  devised  the  house  and  lot  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  for 
her  life  and  after  her  decease  to  his  grandson  John  Bul¬ 
lock,  son  (if  the  deceased’s  son  Henry,  who  had  died  be¬ 
fore  his  father.  The  house,  outhouses  and  land  were 
then  appraised  at  forty  pounds.  The  widow  probably 
died  before  1685,  when  John  Bullock  is  mentioned  as 
owner  of  the  property.  John  Bullock  was  a  vintner. 
The  house  was  gone  apparently  before  1690,  when  the 
bam  and  leanto  were  still  standing ;  and  these  buildings 
were  probably  gone  before  Dec.  17,  1694,  when  John 
Bullock  (then  called  a  brewer)  conveyed  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  lot  (being  the  larger  part  of  it)  to  William 
Osborne  of  Salem,  yeoman.*  Mr.  Bullock  died  a  few 
days  later  (being  then  called  an  innholder),  and  the  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  his  estate  conveyed  the  remainder  of  the 
lot  to  Philip  English  of  Salem,  merchant,  Jan.  29,  1696-7. f 
Mr.  English  conveyed  his  part  of  the  lot  to  Isaac  Pease 
of  Salem,  husbandman,  Nov.  24,  1698.|  The  lot  Ire- 
longed  to  Mr.  Osborn  and  Mr.  Pease  in  1700. 

haac  Cook  Homo.  This  lot  early  belonged  to  Thomas 
Bullock,  then  to  Henry  Bollock.  The  latter  conveyed  it 
to  his  son  Henry  Bullock,  jr.,  and  the  latter  died  in  1656, 
possessed  of  the  dwelling  house  and  outhouses  and  the  land 
on  which  they  stood.  His  widow  and  administratrix,  Alice 
Bullock,  conveyed  the  estate  to  Henry  Cooke  of  Salem 
Aug.  22,  1657.§  Mr.  Cooke  lived  in  this  house,  and  was 
a  slaughterer  by  trade.  He  died  Jan.  — ,  1661-2 ;  and 
the  house  and  land  were  then  appraised  at  sixty  pounds. 
The  quarterly  court  ordered,  June  24,  1662,  that,  after 
his  mother  Judith’s  decease,  the  house  and  lot  should 
belong  to  the  deceased’s  son  Isaac  Cook,  the  father  hav¬ 
ing  o^ly  requested  it  three  or  four  hours  before  he  died.|| 
Mr.  Cook’s  widow,  Judith  Cook,  conveyed  that  part  of 
this  lot  lying  easterly  of  the  dashes  to  her  son  Isaac 
Cook  Oct.  26,  1680.1 

*Esmx  Regiitry  of  book  10,  leaf  114. 

tEtsez  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  11,  leaf  271. 

tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  18.  leaf  68. 

{Essex  Re^stry  of  Deeds,  book  1,  leaf  30. 

II  Essex  County  Quarterly  Court  Records  and  Files,  Tolnme  II, 
page  423. 

iSssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  7,  leaf  22. 
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That  part  lying  westerly  of  the  dashes  was  conveyed 
by  her  to  her  son  Henry  Cook  March  6,  1678.*  Henrj" 
Cook  removed  from  Salem  to  Wallingsford,  where  he  was 
a  husbandman ;  and,  for  thirty'  pounds,  he  conveyed  his 
part  of  the  lot  to  his  brother  Isaac  Cook  of  Salem,  yeo¬ 
man,  Nov.  8,  1682. t  There  is  on  record  a  deed  of  this 
tract  of  land  from  John  Bullock  of  Salem,  vintner,  for 
forty  pounds,  to  Isaac  Cooke  of  Salem,  yeoman,  dated 
April  30,  1688.:}; 

Isaac  Cook  thus  became  the  owner  of  the  whole  lot. 
He  lived  here,  and  died  in  the  autumn  of  1692,  having, 
in  his  will,  devised  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  the  use  of  his 
housing  and  land  until  his  son  Samuel  came  of  age,  and 
after  that  the  use  of  the  buildings  and  one-half  of  the 
land  during  her  life.  After  her  decease,  one-half  of  the 
housing  and  land  was  to  be  the  property  of  her  son  Sam¬ 
uel  Cook  and  the  latter’s  children  after  him.  Samuel  and 
Henry  Cook  owned  the  lot  in  1700,  when  the  buildings 
were  probably  standing. 

Samitel  Gardner  Lot.  The  northerly  three-fourths  of 
this  lot  was  a  part  of  Isaac  Cook’s  lot,  and  had  originally 
belonged  to  Thomas  Bullock,  and  then  to  Henry  Bullock, 
who  conveyed  it  to  his  son  Henry.  The  latter  died,  pos¬ 
sessed  of  it,  in  1656.  His  widow  and  administratrix, 
Alice  Bullock,  conveyed  it  to  Henry  Cooke  of  Salem  Aug. 
22,  1667.§  Mr.  Cooke  died  Jan.  — ,  1661-2 ;  and  by 
order  of  court  this  lot  became  the  property  of  his  son 
Isaac  Cook.  The  deceased’s  widow,  Judith  Cook,  con¬ 
veyed  it  to  Isaac  Cook  Oct  26,  1680. ||  Isaac  Cook  con¬ 
veyed  this  portion  of  the  lot  to  John  Robinson  of  Salem, 
tailor,  March  10,  1686.^ 

The  southerly  fourth  part  of  this  lot  apparently  be¬ 
longed  to  Elias  Mason  before  1675,  and,  in  that  year,  to 
John  Robinson,  the  tailor,  who  had  married  Mr.  Mason’s 
daughter  Sarah  in  1665. 

*Es»ex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  7,  leaf  20. 

tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  7,  leaf  21. 

tEssex  Re^stry  of  Deeds,  book  8,  leaf  87. 

lEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  1,  leaf  39. 

tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  7,  leaf  22. 

YEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  0,  leaf  195. 
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For  eighteen  pounds,  Mr.  Robinson  conveyed  to  Sam¬ 
uel  Gardner  of  Salem  the  whole  of  the  lot  Feb.  10, 
1691-2  ;*  and  Mr.  Gardner  owned  it  in  1700. 

Robert  Peate  House.  This  lot  belonged  to  Robert  Pease 
of  Salem,  weaver,  as  early  as  1682.  There  was  a  house 
and  barn  upon  the  lot  when  be  sold  the  estate  in  1705, 
and  probably  the  buildings  were  in  existence  in  1700.t 
Hugh  Pasco  House.  John  Pease  owned  this  lot  in  1682, 
when  he  removed  from  Salem  to  Enfield,  and  November 
13th  of  that  year  he  conveyed  the  lot,  with  a  house  and 
barn  thereon,  to  Hugh  Pasco  of  Salem,  mariner.^;  Mr. 
Pasco  conveyed  the  land  and  buildings  to  John  Robinson 
of  Salem,  the  tailor,  April  19,  1706.§  Mr.  Robinson  was 
living  in  this  house  in  1721,  but  how  much  longer  the 
house  stood  is  unknown  to  the  writer. 

Estate  of  John  Marshall  House.  This  lot  belonged  to 
John  Pease,  jr.,  of  Salem,  joiner,  before  Aug.  22,  1682, 
when  he  conveyed  to  John  Marshall  of  Salem,  merchant, 
the  lot  with  my  dwelling  house  ”  and  a  shop  thereon.  || 
Mr.  Marshall  died  in  the  spring  of  1693  ;  and  the  estate 
probably  came  into  the  hands  of  John  Robinson  soon  after 
1700.  The  writer  knows  nothing  more  of  the  house. 

Samuel  Gardner  House.  This  was  probably  early  the 
estate  of  William  Robinson,  who  died  in  the  autumn  of 
1678.  The  house  on  the  lot  was  then  called  an  old 
dwelling  house,  and  the  bam  was  also  then  standing,  the 
whole  l^ing  valued  at  forty  pounds.  He  devised  his  real 
estate  to  his  sons  Samuel  and  John.  The  next  known  of 
the  title  to  this  estate  is  the  deed  of  Ele  de  Boone  Repose 
of  Salem,  conveying  to  Capt.  Samuel  Gardner  of  S^em 
my  dwelling  house,”  bam,  shop,  and  this  lot  of  land, 
Jan.  28,  1691.^  Captain  Gardner  lived  here,  and  died 
in  the  winter  of  1723-4.  He  devised  his  real  estate  to 
his  three  grandsons,  John,  Daniel  and  Samuel,  sons  of 
his  deceased  son  John  Gardner.  The  estate  was  divided 
between  them  in  1733,  and  this  homestead  was  assigned 

*Essez  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  65,  leaf  192. 
tSee  Essex  Re^stry  of  Deeds,  book  18,  leaf  141. 
tEssez  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  6,  leaf  68. 

{Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  18,  leaf  176. 
i  Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  6,  leaf  60. 

ITEssez  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  0,  leaf  31. 
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to  Samuel.  Samuel  Gardner  was  a  merchant,  and  for  two 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  conveyed  the  house,  barn  and 
land  around  them  to  Daniel  Jacobs  of  Salem,  cordwainer, 
Oct.  15,  1736  ;*  and  while  Mr.  Jacobs  owned  the  estate 
the  house  was  destroyed  by  fire,  probably  in  the  winter  of 
1771-2,  as  in  a  deed  of  a  part  of  its  site,  dated  March  24, 
1772,  he  refers  to  it  as  “my  Dwelling  Houfe  lately  con- 
fumed  with  Fire.”t  The  house  was  succeeded,  upon  pre¬ 
cisely  the  same  site,  by  the  present  large  old  Jacobs  house 
near  the  southern  comer  of  Central  and  Jacobs  streets. 

*Euex  Rsgittry  of  Deeds,  book  73,  leaf  188. 

tEssez  Re^stry  of  Deeds,  book  182,  leaf  288. 
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( Continued  from  Volume  X,  page 

This  will  was  proved  Oct.  14,  1702,  at  which  time  an 
inventory  was  filed  in  court  by  the  executor.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  an  exact  copy  of  this  inventory  taken  from  the 
original  document  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  probate  court 
at  Salem : — 

An  Innentory  of  the  estat  of  samaell  Flamer  lat  of  Newbary  de- 
eest  taken  this  28  dy  of  September  1702. 

to  thre  oxen  A  6  Cowes  and  3  Calfes  and  7  young  cattell  33 —  0 — 0 
to  16  shep:  and  7  lambs:  41b  gt  04 

to  a  horse  20* :  to  11  twine  51b  lo*  04  10 — 18—0 

to  waring  apparrill  wowllin  and  linin  and  bookes  14 —  0—0 

to  2  fathar  bead  and  3  flok  beds  and  5  Covrleds  a  blinkit 

2  Rages  14 —  0 — 0 

to  2  bedsteds  and  a  paire  of  Cartins:  and  bedcordt  2 —  0—0 

to  2  tranckes  and  a  ehist :  andStabals:  and  5  joyent 

stuels  8 — 10 — 0 

to  a  Cabard  20* :  and  6  Chares  12*  and  2  wbels:  and  oald 

Caske  3-10-0 

to  pntaar  and  bras,  and  Iron  pots  and  andeart :  tongs : 

a  Iron  cettel  8 —  0 — 0 

to  a  bead  pan  10*  and  saverall  atensels  2 —  0 — 0 

to  come  and  heay  20ib  to  a  plow  Chairs  whels  yoackes. 

axis  howes  28 —  0 — 0 

to  sieths  bedall  Ringes  wiges.  a  saddell  a  sled  2 —  0 — 0 

to  a  bill  standing  oat  20ib  to  shepes  woall  and  cloth  21 — 18 — 0 

135—18—0 

halfe  ye  ferry  boat  A  halfe  the  Cannoe  1 — 00 — 0 

188-18-0 

Taken  by  ns 
Tbibtbam  Coffin 
OcTTiNo  Notes 
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The  inventory  was  sworn  to  by  Joshua  Plumer,  the 
executor,  Oct.  14,  1702. 

Mr.  Plumer’s  homestead  was  next  occupied  by  his  son 
Silvanus,  and  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family 
since  that  time. 

Their  children  were  bom  in  Newbury,  as  follows : — 

6— 1.  Samuel*,  born  April  20,  1647.  See  family  numbered  “  6  ”. 

7—  II.  Mart*,  born  Feb.  8,  1649-50;  married  John,  son  of 

Stephen  and  Hannah  (Merrill)  Swett  of  Newbury  Dec. 
6,  1670,  the  day  after  her  brother  Samnel  was  married. 
Hr.  Swett  was  bom  in  Newbury  Oct.  20,  1648.  They 
lived  in  Newbury.  She  died  before  1717 ;  and  he  died 
in  Newbnry  March  17, 1717>8.  They  had  seven  children. 

8 —  III.  JoHH*,  boro  May  11,  1652.  At  the  a^  of  twenty-three,  he 

entered  the  military  aervice  of  the  colony  in  the  armed 
resistance  to  the  final  attempt  of  King  Philip  to  regain 
Indian  supremacy  over  New  England;  and  he  was  one 
of  the  famous  company,  which  has  ever  since  been 
known  as  **  The  Flower  of  Essex,'*  being  composed  of 
many  of  the  best  and  most  promising  young  men  of  the 
county.  During  the  summer  of  1675,  King  Philip  was 
operating  along  the  Connecticut  river,  and  a  considera¬ 
ble  force  of  the  colonists  were  stationed  at  Hadley. 
Preparations  were  being  made  to  gather  at  that  place  a 
large  supply  of  provisions,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  wheat  was  in  stacks  at  Deerfield.  To  take  that  to 
Hadley  in  safety  required  a  military  escort,  and  this 
company  of  about  eighty  men  volunteered  for  the  ser¬ 
vice.  The  wheat  was  threshed  and  in  wagons  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  its  way  as  far  as  a  brook  in  the  South  Deer¬ 
field  woods,  when  the  company  stopped  to  gather  some 
grapes  along  the  narrow  road.  Here,  the  Indians  am¬ 
bushed  them  in  great  numbers,  and  only  seven  or  eight 
of  the  colonial  soldiers  escaped  from  the  murderous 
fire  of  the  unseen  savages.  Young  Plumer  was  slain. 
This  was  on  Sept.  18,  1675.  He  was  unmarried. 

6 — rv.  Bphbaim*,  boro  Sept.  16,  1654.  See  family  numbered  *'  9  ”, 

10 —  V.  Hannah*,  boro  Feb.  16, 1655-6;  married  David,  son  of  John 

and  Rebecca  Batcbelder  of  Reading  Dec.  SO,  1679.  He 
was  boro  in  Dedham  Dec.  14, 1643.  They  lived  in  Bead¬ 
ing;  and  had  five  children. 

11 —  VI.  Silvanus*,  born  Feb.  22,  1657-8.  See  family  numbered 

“  11 ". 

12—  vu.  Ruth*,  boro  Aug.  7, 1660;  married,  first,  Richard,  son  of 
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Henry  and  Anne  (Knight)  Jaques  of  Newbury  Jan.  18, 
1681-2,  on  the  same  day  that  her  brother  Silvanus  was 
married.  Richard  Jaques  was  a  brother  of  the  wife  of 
his  wife’s  brother  Richard,  and  of  the  husband  of  her 
sister  Deborah.  He  was  born  in  1658;  and  lived  in 
Newbury,  where  he  was  drowned  May  28,  1683,  at  the 
age  of  about  twenty-five.  She  married,  secondly,  Na¬ 
thaniel,  son  of  John  and  Joan  (Auter)  Haselton  of 
Haverhill  July  20,  1688.  He  was  born  in  Rowley  Sept. 
20,  1656 ;  and  lived  in  Haverhill.  She  was  his  second 
wife,  and  died  before  1702.  He  died  in  Haverhill,  where 
he  was  a  farmer,  Jan.  14,  1723-4,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven.  She  had  two  children  by  her  first  husband,  and 
five  by  the  second. 

15 —  VIII.  Elizabeth',  born  Oct.  19,  1662;  married  Richard,  son  of 

James  and  Joanna  Jackman  of  Newbury  June  26,  1682. 
He  was  born  in  Newbury  Feb.  6,  1660.  He  succeeded 
his  wife’s  family  in  the  business  of  the  ferry  over 
Parker  river.  They  had  five  children. 

14 — iz.  Debobah',  born  March  13,  1665;  married  Serg.  Stephen, 
son  of  Henry  and  Anne  (Knight)  Jaques  of  Newbnry 
May  18,  1684.  He  was  born  in  Newbury  Sept.  9,  1661; 
and  lived  there,  being  a  carpenter.  He  built  the  meet¬ 
ing  house  there  in  1699  for  five  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  and  this  was  the  church  of  Oldtown  from  1700 
to  1806,  a  large  portion  of  the  worshippers  there  being 
Plumer  familes  or  their  connections.  He  is  best 
known,  however,  by  his  interesting  and  valuable  jour¬ 
nal.  He  died  in  the  summer  of  1744,  his  wife  having 
gone  before  him.  They  had  ten  children,  one  of  whom 
was  Richard,  who,  as  a  soldier  against  the  Indians  at 
Norridgewock,  Me.,  shot  the  chief,  Mogg  Megone,  and 
the  French  priest.  Father  Sebastian  Riiale,  Aug.  23, 
1724. 

16 —  z.  Joshua*,  born  July  2,  1668,  twin  with  Lydia.  See  family 

numbered  “  IS  ”. 

16 — zi.  Ltdia*,  bom  July  2,  1668,  twin  with  Joshua;  married 
Joseph,  son  of  Anthony  and  Elizabeth  (Knight)  Morse 
of  Haverhill  Jan.  4,  1688-9.  He  was  born  in  Newbnry 
July  29,  1666;  and  was  a  weaver,  living  in  Haverhill 
until  his  wife’s  decease,  Nov.  8,  1689,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  six  days  after  the  birth  of  her  child  and 
less  than  ten  months  from  her  wedding  day.  Mr. 
Morse  returned  to  Newbury  and  married  again  and 
again. 
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17— XII.  Bathsheba*,  born  Jnly  81,  1670;  probably  died  yoangand 
unmarried,  as  she  is  not  mentioned  in  her  lather’s  will, 
in  1702. 


3 

Joseph  Plumbr*,  born  in  England  about  1630.  He 
lived  in  Newbury,  on  the  Neck. 

Upon  the  records  of  the  proprietors  of  Newbury  are 
found  the  following  extracts : — 

In  consideration  of  Joseph  Plumer  resigning  np  into  the  Townes 
hands  four  acres  of  salt  marsh  by  Great  Pine  Island  to  Ly  perpetn- 
aly  Gomon  the  Towne  Granted  him  over  the  Great  River  the  pro* 
priety  of  the  cutting  of  the  grass  of  four  acres  to  be  laid  oat  within 
the  creeks  so  y*  it  Do  not  prejudice  the  cattels  feeding  to  him  and 
hia  beyrea  For  Euer  to  be  laid  out  by  Richard  Knight  Tho  Hale  A 
Daniel  Tbirston. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Townes-men  Feb.  2, 1653  Having  considered 
Joseph  Plnmers  proposition  about  the  changing  of  the  way  from 
his  bouse  runing  into  the  meadows  and  finding  that  the  neighbours 
Tho.  Hale  and  Daniel  Tbirston  and  John  Poor  are  all  willing  and  do 
consent  therunto 

It  was  tberfore  Granted  unto  Joseph  Plumer  that  in  considers* 
tion  of  bis  resigning  up  into  the  Townes  band  that  half  acre  of  land 
at  Old  Towne  on  the  east  side  of  Samuel  Plnmers  Orchard  and  also 
a  parcell  of  land  for  a  way  into  the  meadows  along  by  his  house  and 
by  the  side  of  Daniel  Thirstons  land  that  is  to  say  three  rod  broad 

the  street  at  the  going  in  neer  about  two  rod  and  an  half  at  the 
cross  fence  and  between  the  street  and  the  cross  fence  in  the  midst 
neer  about  two  rod  broad  and  from  the  cross  fence  downe  the  side 
of  his  lott  to  the  meadows  which  is  broader  A  broader  as  now  the 
fence  stands  and  at  the  house  Joseph  Plumer  doth  reserve  twelve 
foot  from  the  west  end  of  the  house  the  breadth  of  bis  bouse  to 
build  on 

There  was  granted  that  Joseph  Plumer  should  have  the  old  way 
into  the  tour  as  now  the  fence  stands  to  be  to  him  and  his  heyrs  For 
Eaer  Only  Mr.  Sewall  is  to  have  a  way  to  all  his  land  of  two  rods 
broad  by  Daniel  Thurstons  land  A  Mr.  Sewalls  land  wth  a  gate  to 
go  in  to  it 

Laid  out  unto  Joseph  Plumer  four  acres  of  marsh  in  the  neck 
over  the  Great  Riuer  bounded  by  the  Great  River  on  the  North  and 
his  owne  land  on  the  west  and  that  marsh  be  had  of  Thomas  Smith 
on  the  South  and  the  land  be  had  of  Richard  Dole  on  the  east 

Laid  out  unto  Joseph  Plumer  in  the  Behalfe  of  Thomas  Smith 
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three  acres  of  marsh  in  the  neck  over  the  Great  River  be  it  more  or 
less  Bounded  by  Joseph  Plumer  land  on  the  north  and  west  and  the 
land  which  Joseph  Plnmer  had  of  Richard  Dole  on  the  South  ft 
East  this  three  acres  is  part  of  the  six  acres  and  it  was  granted  that 
if  ever  the  land  be  improved  to  any  use  but  for  comon  of  that  wch 
was  yeilded  up  It  shall  returns  back  to  the  said  Joseph  Plumer 
again. 

Laid  out  unto  Joseph  Plumer  in  the  behalf  of  Richard  Dole  four 
acres  of  marsh  in  the  neck  over  the  Great  River  bounded  by  a  great 
creeke  coming  out  of  the  River  at  the  east  end  and  his  owne  Land 
on  the  west  and  the  comon  on  the  south  Bounded  w'^*  three  stakes 
on  a  straight  line  and  range  to  a  little  creeke  at  both  ends  from  the 
stake  this  four  acres  is  in  consideration  of  BenJ.  Rolfe  his  resigning 
vp  into  the  Townes  hands  four  acres  of  his  land  in  the  Aspen 
swamp. 

Laid  out  unto  Joseph  Plumer  For  Mr.  Greenleaf  three  acres  of 
marsh  be  it  more  or  less  in  the  neck  over  the  Great  River  being  a 
part  of  that  eight  acres  of  marsh  the  towns  granted  unto  Mr 
Greenleaf  for  eight  acres  of  land  Mr.  Greenleaf  resigned  up  to  the 
Towns  by  the  Little  River  the  which  three  acres  of  marsh  is  Joyn- 
ing  to  the  River  next  Rowley  on  the  south  and  a  great  Creek  on  the 
west  and  a  Creek  on  the  east  and  a  piece  of  meadow  of  a  Rod  of 
land  Joyning  to  the  Northwest  part  of  it  and  joyning  to  a  creek  on 
the  west  and  the  comon  on  the  east  and  it  is  Bounded  w^^  two  stakes 
and  runing  over  a  salt  pond  to  make  up  three  acres  Given  in  to 
be  Recorded  Dec  6  16.57 

Per  Richard  Knight 

Teste  Anthony  Somerby 

Joseph  Plnmer  In  consideration  of  his  receiving  of  a  parcell  of 
Land  over  the  great  River  in  the  neck  Joseph  Plumer  resigning  vp 
into  the  Townes  hands  that  half  acre  of  land  he  had  at  the  Old* 
Town  on  the  east  side  of  Samuel  Plumers  Orchard  under  the  great 
Hill  to  Remains  to  the  Towns  For*£ver. 

March  1,  1652,  the  spring  preceding  his  marriage,  Jos¬ 
eph  Plumer  bought  of  Thomas  Hale  of  Newbury  a  four- 
acre  lot  of  upland  and  marsh  on  tlie  neck,  adjoining  bis 
own  land  on  the  south.  It  was  bounded  on  the  east  and 
south  by  a  creek  and  on  the  west  by  a  highway  leading  to 
the  marsh.* 

He  conveyed  to  bis  son  Joseph,  in  fulhlmant  of  an 
agreement  with  him  and  John  Jewett  of  Ipswich,  whose 

*Ipswich  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  1,  page  185. 
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daughter  Joseph  was  engaged  to  marry,  one-half  of  his 
buildings  and  land  in  Newbury,  Jan.  20,  1684.*  June 
17,  1695,  Mr.  Jewett,  Edward  Nealand  and  Caleb  Boyn¬ 
ton  testified  in  regard  to  this  agreement, — that  the  father 
and  son  dwelt  together  under  one  roof  on  Newbury  neck 
when  Joseph  was  first  married,  and  the  father  thought 
that  he  should  in  about  five  years  build  a  house  and  then 
Joseph  should  occupy  the  old  house  alone,  etc.  The 
father  reserved  to  himself  the  land  he  bad  in  Rowley 
field.t 

Mr.  Plumer  conveyed  to  Tristram  Coffin  of  Newbury, 
for  ten  pounds  and  twelve  shillings  in  money  and 
thirty-six  shillings  in  pork,  “his  rate  lott  land  iu 
Newbury  in  y*  vper  woods  about  24  acres  bounded 
by  y*  land  of  James  Smith  westerly  &  by  y«  Comon 
l^d  northerly  &  by  y*  land  of  Daniel  Merrill  east¬ 
erly  &  by  a  high  way  Southerly,”  Feb.  20,  1687-8.| 
He  also  conveyed  to  Mr.  Coffin,  June  24,  1690,  freehold 
lot  numbered  fifty-five,  “  in  y*  vper  woods,”  containing 
about  twenty-six  acres,  “  bounded  with  Bradford  highway 
Easterly  &  y*  Land  of  Henry  Lunt  southerly  &  y*  high¬ 
way  by  merri[m]ok  River  westerly  &  y*  Land  of  Benj 
Rolph  Northerly. § 

Mr.  Plumer  conveyed  to  bis  son  Jonathan,  Sept.  14, 
1694,  for  forty  pounds  in  silver  and  as  a  recompence  “  for 
y*  constant  &  faithfull  service  that  his  said  son  Jonathan 
hath  done  &  performed  for  bis  said  parents  since  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  y*  age  of  twenty  &  one  years,”  reserving  to  him¬ 
self  and  his  wife  the  right  to  remain  as  long  as  they  live 
in  the  house,  which  Jonathan  is  to  keep  in  repair,  one-third 
of  his  real  estate  in  Newbury,  forty-six  acres  in  all,  viz. : 
*'  y*  house  barne  Orchard  &  outhouses  with  Tilliage  land 
adjoyning  being  about  ten  acres  by  land  Called  Mr  Sew- 
alls  northerly :  by  land  set  out  by  S'*  parent  to  his  son 
Josephs  thirds  ...  on  ye  south  &  by  his  Orchard  as  pt  of 
s*  third  West  and  by  other  parts  of  his  third  p*  Elasterly 
Westerly  &  Southerly  &  Westerly  bounded  partly  by  ye 

*Eu«z  Rsgiatry  of  Deeds,  book  11,  leaf  84S. 

tEssez  Re^stry  of  Deeds,  book  18,  leaf  158. 

IKssez  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  5,  leaf  474. 

ilssez  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  5,  leaf  478. 
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way  yt  leads  to  s'*  Joseph  Plumer  Junr.  his  house  four 
acres  of  pasture,  ''bounded  by  Marsh  Lotts  doth  lately  layed 
out  on  ye  southerly  side  by  s'*  Joseph  Plumer  J*  his  plow¬ 
ing  ground  &  marsh  ground  easterly  &  by  y*  tilliage 
land  before  mentioned  in  part  Northerly  &  s**  Josephs  in 
part  also  westerly  by  y*  lane  that  leads  by  s'*  Joseph 
Plumer  Jr  bis  house;"  about  thirty  acres  of  marsh  on 
the  south  side  of  "  Newbury  Old-Town  River  ;  ”  and  two- 
thirds  of  a  freehold  right  in  Newbury.*  He  also  con¬ 
veyed  to  him,  June  5,  1696,  nine  acres  of  upland,  meadow 
and  orchard  on  Newbury  neck,  bounded  "  by  ye  land  of 
Ezekiel  Northend  on  y*  West  by  ye  Old  Town  River  on 
ye  north  and  on  y*  easterly  side  by  marsh  of  ye  aboveeaid 
Jonathan  Plumer  &  southerly  bounded  by  land  now  in  y* 
possession  of  Joseph  Plumer  Jr."t 

He  conveyed  to  his  "  loving  &  dutifull  son  ffrancLs 
Plumer  of  Newbury,"  May  21,  1697,  four  acres  of  up¬ 
land  and  meadow  in  Newbury,  bounded  "  by  ye  countrey 
Road  leading  from  Rowley  Towne  to  Newbury  ferrey  on 
ye  east  &  Northeast  by  y*  Rough  marsh  of  John  Sawyers 
on  ye  North  by  land  of  Samuel  Johnson  on  ye  West  & 
Northwest  and  by  a  way  that  Leadeth  to  particular  mens 
lands  on  ye  south." | 

Mr.  Plumer  bought  of  Richard  Dole,  sr.,  of  Newbury, 
July>l,  1698,  6ve  acres  of  marsh  on  Newbury  neck, 
bounded  north  by  Parker  river  ;§  and  sold  it  to  Capt. 
Samuel  Sewall  of  Boston  just  a  month  later,  for  thirty 
pounds.  II  June  1,  1706,  Mr.  Plumer  conveyed  to  Corp. 
Richard  Jackman,  sr.,  of  Newbury,  for  four  pounds,  all 
his  rate  rights  in  Newbury,  which  belonged  to  him  by 
virtue  of  his  paying  rates  to  the  ministry  of  Newbury  in 
the  years  1684  and  1685,  as  voted  by  the  town  Oct.  20, 
1686.^ 

Wi^  his  father  and  brother  and  other  citizens,  Mr. 
Plumer  was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  committee  of 
the  general  court  and  answer  concerning  his  petition  for 

*Eu«z  Ragittry  of  Deeds,  book  11,  leaf  21. 
tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  11,  leaf  174. 
lEssez  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  11,  leaf  246. 
lEasez  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  14,  leaf  261. 

I  Essex  Re^stry  of  Deeds,  book  10,  leaf  100. 

TEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  10,  leaf  100. 
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the  reversal  of  the  sentence  against  Robert  Pike  in  1653. 
He  was  also  interested  in  the  ecclesiastical  troubles  in  the 
chnrch  at  Newbury,  about  1668.  He  was  on  the  side  of 
the  cong^gationalists  with  the  rest  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Plnmer  was  a  farmer  all  his  life.  He  was  a  trial 
juror  in  1671,  1679  and  1683,  and  a  grandjuryman  in 
1693  ;  fence  viewer  for  the  Neck  in  1674  and  1688  ;  and 
tithingman  in  1682,  1685,  1686,  1694,  1701  and  1702. 
He  also  served  on  various  committees,  perambulating  town 
lines,  protecting  the  common  forest  from  being  cut  down, 
etc. 

When  he  built  his  new  house,  in  1685,  the  town  voted 
to  give  him  liberty  to  cut  the  necessary  timi>er  off  the 
Newbury  common. 

Mr.  Plumer  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Mar¬ 
tha  Cheney  of  Newbury  Dec.  23,  1652.  She  was  bom 
about  1637,  and  was  living  in  1692.  He  was  alive  in 
1706,  and  probably  died  two  or  three  years  later,  at  about 
eighty  years  of  age.  When  his  sons  established  them¬ 
selves  in  life  be  l)egan  to  dispose  of  his  estate  to  them, 
and  so  at  the  time  of  his  decease  had  no  estate  to  l)e  ad¬ 
ministered.  He  was  indeed  his  own  executor. 

Their  children  were  born  in  Newbury,  as  follows  : — 

18 — I.  Joseph*,  born  S«pt.  11,  1654.  Rte  family  numftered  “  18.” 
1® — II.  Bemjamim*,  born  Oct.  23, 1656.  See  family  numbered  ”  19.” 

20 —  III.  David*,  born  about  1658;  was  probably  never  married; 

lived  in  Newbury;  and  died  in  1697.  Administration 
upon  bis  estate  was  granted  to  his  brothers  Benjamin 
and  Jonathan  Sept.  27,  1697.  It  was  agreed  between 
the  father  and  brothers  of  the  deceased  that  they 
should  all  share  equally  in  the  estate. 

21 —  IV.  Sarah’,  born  May  13,  1660;  died  May  26,  1676,  aged  six¬ 

teen. 

22 —  V.  Fbamois*,  born  April  23,  1662;  died  Dec.  5,  1663. 

23—  VI.  Francis’,  born  Feb.  25,  1663-4.  See  family  numbered  ‘iiS.” 

24—  VII.  Nathaniel*,  bom  Jan.  31,  1666-6;  probably  died,  unmar¬ 

ried,  before  1697. 

25 —  VIII.  Jonathan*,  bora  May  13,  1668.  See  family  numbered  ”25.” 

26 —  IX.  Arioail*,  bora  July  16,  1669;  died  Dec.  11, 1683,  aged  fonr- 

teen. 

27 —  X.  - ’(daughter),  bora  Jnly  26,  1674;  died  young. 


BY  SIDNEY  PERLEY. 


177 


6 

Samuel  Plumeu3,  born  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  April  20, 
1647.  He  WHS  reared  in  Newliury,  and  after  his  marriage 
lived  in  Rowley  for  a  while.  In  1676  he  removed  to  Bos¬ 
ton  and  lived  in  the  house  his  grandfather  Bitfield  had 
1  devised  to  him.  He  was  a  cooper,  and  the  next  year, 

with  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  others,  who  styled 
themselves  “  the  hand-craftsmen,  a  very  considerable  part 
of  the  Town  of  Boston,”  petitioned  the  general  court  to 
protect  them  from  unskilled  lalmr,  suggesting  that  there¬ 
after  no  one  should  set  up  in  business  until  be  had  served 
apprenticeship  and  become  proficient  in  his  trade,  etc.* 
Mr.  Plumer  married,  first,  Joanna,  daughter  of  Nicho¬ 
las  and  Ann  (Pasgrove  or  Paulsgrove)  Woodbury  of 
Beverly  Dec.  5,  1670.  She  was  born  in  Salem,  in  that 
part  afterward  Beverly,  in  March,  1653.  Her  father  died 
before  May  8,  1700,  when  her  mother  conveyed  to  her 
and  her  sister  and  brothers,  for  love,  her  buildings  and 
land  in  North  or  Great  Yarmouth,  Norfolk  county,  Eng¬ 
land. f  April  6,  1714,  she  and  her  husband  conveyed  to 
Hezekiah  Ober  of  Beverly,  mariner,  her  interest  in  about 
eighty  acres  of  land  at  Lord’s  hill,  in  Beverly.^  Mrs. 
Plumer  died  in  Boston  June  30,  1714,  at  the  age  of  sixty. 
Mr.  Plumer  marrie<l,  second,  Elizabeth  Lake  of  Boston 
Dec.  9,  1714.  He  died  there  in  October,  1718,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-one.  His  wife  Elizabeth  survived  him, 
and  married,  second,  Elisha  Odlin,  jr.,  of  Boston  Dec.  8, 
1720. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Plumer’s  will,  the  orig¬ 
inal  instrument  being  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  probate 
court  in  Boston  : — 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  I  Samuel  Plumer  of  Boston  being  sound 
in  Memory  but  sick  and  weeke  in  Body  doe  make  this  my  Last  will 
and  testiment;  I  doe  give  my  soule  to  God  that  gave  it  and  my 
body  to  be  desently  buried  and  after  my  due  debts  are  paid  I  give 
and  bequeath  to  my  deare  and  beloved  wife  Elizabeth  Plumer  all 
my  personall  esteat  and  debts  oweing  to  roe  to  maintaine  her  and 
bring  vp  roy  Child  and  I  doe  appoint  and  make  her  roy  sole  Ezecn- 

*l)rake's  History  and  Antiquities  of  Boston,  page  428. 
tKbsex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  14,  leaf  288. 

{Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  70,  leaf  3. 
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triz — and  my  will  U  that  ahea  have  the  vie  and  Rents  of  my  house 
and  houses  till  my  Child  Comes  of  Age  In  witnefse  whereof  I  have 
sett  my  hand  and  seale  this  second  day  of  December  1717. 

Signed  Sealed  and  declared 
to  be  my  Last  will  in  the 
presence  of  vs 

SiLBMOS  ALLBH  SAMUBL  PLUMBS  [SBAL] 

Samll  Mat 
MAST  MAT 

The  will  was  proved  Oct.  20,  1718. 

Mr.  Plutner’s  children  were  born  as  follows : — 

28 —  I.  John*,  bom  in  Id—;  died  in  Rowley  June  17,  1695. 

29 —  II.  Sabah*,  bora  in  16 — ;  married  John  Smith,  jr.,  of  New¬ 

bury  (published  July  15,  1704). 

30 —  III.  Elibzbb*,  bora  in  16 — ;  married,  when  of  Salem  Village, 

Elizabeth  Rolfe  in  1711. 

31 —  IV.  Mast*,  bora  Jan.  1,  1716,  in  Boston;  married  Joseph,  son 

of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Randall.  lie  was  born  in 
Boston  May  4,  1712 ;  and  was  a  “  pnterer.’* 

9 

Ephraim  Plumers,  born  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  Sept  16, 
1664.  When  young  he  assisted  his  father  in  carrying  on 
the  ferry,  and  probably  because  his  father  needed  his 
assistance,  he  obtained  permission  for  him  to  be  free  from 
impressment  into  the  service  of  the  colonies  in  the  strug¬ 
gle  against  the  Indians  in  1676.  He  lived  in  Newbury 
on  his  grandfather  Plumer’s  homestead,  and  carried  on 
the  farm. 

The  only  offices  he  held  were  those  of  tithingman  and 
fence-viewer,  the  former  in  1694  and  1700,  and  the  latter 
in  1695. 

The  records  show  but  one  real  estate  transaction  to 
which  Mr.  Plumer  was  a  party.  This  was  a  conveyance 
of  about  twelve  acres  of  land  to  his  brother-in-law 
Stephen  Jaques  Jan.  28,  1694-6.* 

Mr.  Plumer  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Anne  (Knight)  Jaques  of  Newbury  Jan.  16,  1679-80. 
His  sister  Ruth  married  his  wife’s  brother  Richard  on  the 
same  day.  Hannah  was  bom  about  1666. 

•Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  36,  leaf  148. 
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Mr.  Plumer  died  in  Newbury  Aug.  13,  1715,  at  the 
age  of  sixty. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  his  will :  — 

This  may  signify  that  I  Ephraim:  Plumer  of  nobery  in  the  County 
of  Efex  in  new  england:  for  divers  Conf  iderations  mee  therennto 
mooving:  do  make  this  my  Last  will  &  testament:  firft  I  give  A 
bequeath  my  Soul  into  y*  hands  of  my  Bleffed  Saviour:  &,  Redeemer 
Jefus  Christ  in  hope  of  a  Refurection:  when  it  Shall  pleafe  y.  Lord 
to  Call  mee  hence :  as  for  that  portion  of  worldly  goods  which  god 
hath  given  mee :  I  dispofe  of  it:  as  ff olloweth :  first  I  give  nnto  my 
son  John  plumer  :  after  my  difceas  the  one  half  of  all  my:  homstead 
with  hall  of  the  houfing  Jt  orchards:  barns  A  out  boufing:  imedi- 
atly  after  my  disceas:  onto  my  Son  Samll  Plumer:  I  give  the  one 
half  of  my  free  hold:  Lott  n  her  paying  forty  five  pounds  to  my  ex¬ 
ecutor  II  unto  my:  Son  daniell  I  give  :  twenty  pounds  and  to  my  son 
Richard  1  give  twenty  pounds:  and  to  ray  Son  Bittfield  twenty 
pounds  unto  ray  daughter  mary:  I  give  five:  pounds :  and  :  to  my 
davghter  hanah  five  pounds  :  with  what  they  have :  alredy  had  : 
and  to  my  Daughter  Ruth:  I  give  twenty  pounds  Jt  to  my 
daughter  Sarah  I  give  twenty  pounds:  as  for  my  daughter 
Emy  :  I:  Leave  :  her  to  the  Care  of  my  wife  <fc  to  my:  Son  John  : 
plumer:  and:  as  for  my  perfonall  eftate  I  give  it  all  to  my  well  be* 
loved  wife :  all  the  Stock  of  Cattell  9i  Sheep  with  all:  the  houshold 
Stuff:  During:  her  naturall  Life:  to  be  att  her  dispofe:  farther  my: 
will:  is:  that:  after:  mine  A,  my  wifes  dbceaf  That  my  Son  John: 
plumer  whom  I  make  my  heire  &,  executor  to  this  my  Last  will  A 
testament  U shall II  peacably  A  Quietly  inioy  all:  the  above  faid: 
Lands  lundispofed  of:||  A  houfeing:  orchards:  pasture  medow  or 
raedow  grounds  with  all  y*  privelledges :  therunto  belonging:  or 
any  way  appertaing  to  me  in  the  :  towne  of  newbnry :  hee:  fnllfilling 
all  the  Conditions :  A  obligations  above  written  according  to  all 
intents  A:  pnrpofes  :  as  wittnes  my  band  and  Seall  this  twelvth  day 
of  Jnlly  one  thouiand  :  Seven  hundred  :  A  fivteen  : 

wittnes  The  mark 

SlLVAMUS  PXUIIAB  Of  O  [SBAL] 

JosBPH  wiLLBT  Ephraim  plumer 

John  Swstt 

The  will  was  proved  Sept.  29,  1716.  The  inventory 
of  the  estate  is  as  follows : — 

An  Inventary  of  the  Eftate  of  Ephraim  Plnmer  Late  of  Newbnry, 
Deceafed,  As  It  was  taken  the  twentieth  Day  of  Sep*  1715;  by  ns  the 
Snbfcribers. 
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Real  EfUte  as  valued  £  s  d 

Eight  Akers  of  plow  land  80 — 0 — 0 

Twenty  Akers  of  pafture  land  80 — 0 — 0 

Sixteen  akers  of  medow  land,  80 — 0 — 0 

To  a  freehold  Lot  in  the  upper  woods  180 — 0 — 0 

One  houfe  and  One  Barn  40 — 0 — 0 

Two  Wood-Lots  10 — 0 — 0 

Common  Rites  04 — 0 — 0 


total 

Perfonall  Eftate  as  valued 
Arms  and  W’earing  Cloths  A  books 
Carta,  plough.  Chains  A  Utenfills  for  bufbandry  and 
Carpentn  tools 

Four  Beds  A  furniture  thereto 

Pewter,  Brafs,  Iron  pots,  pot  hooks,  Tramels,  Tongs, 
Spit,  with  Othr  Small  things 
Tabels,  Chefts,  Boxes,  Cobard,  Stools,  Chairs, 

Forty  yards  Cloth,  A  yarn  not  Woven,  table-cloth,  nap¬ 
kins  with  other  linnen 
Wooden  Ware 
One  horfe  A  two  Oxen 
Three  Steers,  Three  Cowes,  Three  heifers 
About  Sixteen  Sheep 
nine  Swine 


474—0—0 
£  s  d 
20—  0-0 

06—  0—0 
28—  0—0 

10—  0—0 
06—  0—0 

16—  0 — 0 
01—10—0 
16—  0—0 
26—  0—0 
04—  0—0 
04—  0—0 


'  total  135  10  0 

474—  0-0 
186—10—0 


total  Sum  600 — 10  0 

CuTTiwo  Notkb 
Jonathan  Ehbbt 
Stkpbbn  Jaquks 


>Mr8.  Plunder  survived  her  husband,  and  died,  his  widow, 
,  in  Newbury,  March  16,  1731,  at  about  seventy-four  years 
,  of  age. 

Their  children  were  l>orn  in  Newbury,  as  follows: — 

32 — I.  Mast*,  bom  Feb.  10,  1680-1 ;  married  James,  son  of  John 

and  Rebecca  (Noyes)  Knight  of  Newbury  Jnly  18, 
1706.  He  was  born  in  Newbury  Sept  80,  1672.  They 
had  three  children. 


BY  SIDNEY  PERLEY. 


181 


S3— 11.  Hannahs  born  Oct.  12,  1682;  married  Anthony,  son  of 

Jonathan  and  Mary  (Woodman)  Emery  of  Newhtiry 
(published  March  21,  1711).  He  was  born  Nov.  13, 
1684.  She  died  April  6,  1760,  aged  seventy-seven;  and 
he  died  April  6,  1765,  aged  eighty. 

34 —  111.  Samukl*,  born  Oct.  27,  1684.  See  family  numbered  “  34." 

35—  IV.  Elizabeth*,  born  Nov.  21,  1686;  probably  died  young. 

36 —  V.  John*,  born  Nov.  7,  1688.  See  family  numbered  “  36.” 

37 —  VI.  Ruth*,  burn  Nov.  5,  1600;  died,  unmarried,  between  1725 

and  1748. 

38 —  vii.  Daniel*,  born  March  10, 1603.  See  family  numbered  ”  38.” 
30 — viii.  Richard*,  born  Aug.  3,  1605.  See  family  numbered  **  30.” 

40 —  IX.  Bitfield*,  born  June  12,  1607;  died,  probably  unmarried, 

in  February,  1724-5,  aged  twenty-seven. 

41 —  X.  Sarah*,  born  July  26,  1600;  died,  unmarried,  between  1725 

and  1748. 

42 —  XI.  Emma*,  bom  June  21,  1704;  probably  died,  unmarried,  be¬ 

tween  1715  and  1725. 

11 

SiLVANUS  PlumerJ,  bom  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  Feb.  22, 
1657-8.  When  twenty  years  of  age,  in  1678,  he  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  crown.  He  settled  where 
his  father  lived  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  west  of 
the  green,  lieing  the  old  house  that  formerly  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  residence  of  Dr.  Daniel  T.  Plumer.  The  house 
was  situated  about  thirty  rods  from  Parker  river,  and  the 
farm  extended  to  the  water.  It  is  said  that  his  father 
built  the  house  for  him  about  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in 
1681  or  1682. 

He  received  most  of  the  real  estate  of  which  he  was 
possessed  during  his  life  from  his  fatiier.  He  had  about 
seventy-seven  acres  of  land,  besides  freehold  rights  in 
several  places  in  the  town,  and  a  nunilier  of  conveyances 
of  land,  both  to  and  from  him,  are  on  record. 

In  1711,  Mr.  Plumer  paid  the  highest  tax  assessed  to 
any  one  of  the  Plumer  family.  He  served  as  night- 
watchman  at  the  Little  garrison  in  1691 ;  and,  liesides  his 
business,  which  was  agriculture,  served  the  public  as  a 
member  of  the  grand  jury  in  1696,  1702  and  1715,  trial 
juror  in  1726,  fence  viewer  in  1697  and  1698,  and  a  con¬ 
stable  in  1703. 

Mr.  Plumer  married,  first,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel 
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and  Mary  (Cutting)  Moody  of  Newbury  Jan.  18, 1681-2, 
on  the  day  his  sister  Ruth  was  married.  Sarah  Moody 
was  bom  in  Newbury  June  20.  1663 ;  and  died  previous 
to  July  23,  1700.  He  married,  second,  Emma,  daughter 
of  John  and  Emma  (Coddington)  Jepson,  and  widow  of 

- Kelly  of  Boston,  Nov.  5,  1700,  She  was  born  in 

Boston  June  2,  1656 ;  and  probably  died  in  1743. 

Mr.  Plumer  accidentally  fell  in  his  barn,  while  unload¬ 
ing  hay  from  a  cart,  striking  on  the  standard  that  held  the 
rigging  over  one  of  the  wheels,  and  it  resulted  in  his  death. 
This  was  in  the  summer  of  1733.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  his  will,  transcribed  from  the  original  instrument 
on  file  in  the  ofiice  of  the  probate  court  at  Salem  : — 

In  the  Name  of  God  amen  1  Silvenus  Plumer  of  Newbury  In  y* 
County  of  Esex  In  y*  Provence  of  y*  masacbusets  Bay  In  New  Eng¬ 
land  being  sencable  of  my  own  mortality  St  that  it  is  my  duty  to 
setle  my  Estate  while  I  have  oppertunity  for  it  Wherefore  I  do 
make  ordain  and  Establish  tbefe  Presents  to  be  my  Last  Will  and 
Testament;  first  I  Committ  my  Soul  Into  the  bands  of  God  who 
Gave  it  and  my  Body  onto  the  Earth  whence  its  origenal  Was  Taken 
by  a  decent  Burial  and  throw  the  Power  St  faithfullness  of  my  Glo¬ 
rious  Redeemer  with  a  well  Grounded  hope  of  obtaining  a  Glorious 
Reserection  And  as  to  the  Good  things  of  this  woiid  wch  it  hath 
Pleafed  God  to  make  me  owner  of  I  Difpose  of  them  as  followeth 

Imprimis  I  Give  to  My  Dear  and  Well  beloved  wife  one  third 
Part  of  all  my  Personal  Estate  after  Debts  are  Payed:  and  one  third 
Part  of  my  Real  Estate  Dureing  her  Natural  Life 

Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  to  my  fun  famuel  the  one  half  of  all 
my  Estate  Real  and  Perfonal  Excepting  my  said  Wives  Interest 
there  In  as  above  Exprefed  :  viz  the  Iloufe  St  Shop  where  he  now 
dwells  and  ye  one  half  of  my  Barn  and  half  my  Plow  land  and  Pas¬ 
ture  Land  Marsh  Land  and  mowing  Ground  and  of  all  other  of  my 
Lands  Where  fo  Ever  St  what  fo  Ever  they  be  and  oue  half  of  all  my 
Rights  In  y*  Common  St  undivided  Lands  within  y*  Town  of  New 
bnry  and  Else  where :  and  y*  one  Half  of  my  Perfonal  Estate  Ex- 
cep[t]ing  as  aforsd  my  sd  Wives  Right  therein:  To  be  and  Remain 
to  him  my  faid  fon  Samuel  and  to  his  heirs  and  assignes  for  ever: 
with  all  and  singular  of  y*  Apurtenances  there  of — 

Item  To  my  fon  Benjamin  I  Give  and  Bequeath  the  one  Half  of 
all  my  Estate  Real  Estate  St  Perfonal  Excepting  my  sd  wives  Inter¬ 
est  there  In  ax  above  Exprefsed:  viz  :  tbe  Houfe  St  Shop  where  he 
now  Dwells:  and  y*  one  half  of  my  Barn  and  one  half  my  Plowland 
Pastnre  Land  Marfh  Land  St  mowing  Ground  and  of  all  other  of 
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my  Lands  where  fo  Ever:  and  what  fo  Ever  they  be:  and  one  Half 
of  all  my  Rights  In  y*  Common  St  undivided  Lands  within  y*  Town 
of  Newbnry  as  aforsd:  my  said  wives  Right  there  In  to  be  and  Re* 
main  To  Him  my  Said  Son  Benjamin  and  to  bis  heirs  and  afsignes 
forever  With  all  and  finguler  of  y*  Appurtenances  there  of. 

Item  To  my  Daughter  Mary  I  Give  and  Bequeath  fourty  Pounds 
In  or  as  money  or  Good  Bills  of  Credi*  befides  what  I  Have  all 
Redy  Given  her 

Item  To  my  Daughter  Lydia  I  Give  and  Bequeath  fourty  Pounds 
In  or  as  money  or  Good  Bills  of  Credit :  befides  what  I  have  before 
Given  her. 

Item  To  my  Gran  Daughter  Ann  Titcomb  y*  only  Daughter  of 
my  Daughter  Sarah  IldecesedB  I  Give  and  Bequeath  Ten  Pounds  as 
money  or  In  Good  bills  of  Credit  befides  what  I  formerly  fbavell 
Given  said  deceafed 

Item  To  my  Granfon  Sillvenus  Plumer  y*  fon  of  my  Son  Samnel 
I  Give  and  Bequeath  my  Lott  on  y*  Bank  by  y*  merimack  River : 
Called  a  River  Lott  Layed  out  to  y*  origenal  free  hold  Right  of  mn 
Oliver :  any  thing  before  mentioned  to  y*  Contrary  not  withstand¬ 
ing 

The  Lands  before  mentioned  are  to  be  Divided  as  HtoH  Q[u]allity 
as  well  as  nQ[a]antity  Equallyll 

And  I  do  hereby:  make  and  Appoint  my  two  fons  famuel  and 
Benjamin  to  be  Joynt  Executors  of  this  my  will  and  Testament 
ordring  and  appointing  them  to  Pay  all  my  J  ust  Debts  and  funeral 
Expences  and  the  Several  Legacies  before  mentioned  and  Given  In 
this  my  will:  with  full  Power  to  Receive  all  fuch  Deb*  y*  are  Due 
to  me  at  y*  Time  of  my  deceafe  allowing  them  six  months  Time  to 
Pay  Said  Leagacies  in  and  for  the  Disaunlling  and  making  Void  all 
other  St  former  wills  by  me  made:  and  for  the  Establishing  and 
Conforming  of  thefe  Prefents  to  be  my  Last  will  and  Testament  I 
have  here  onto  affixed  my  Hand  and  Seal  on  y*  ninth  Day  of  De* 
cembr  Anoque  Domino  one  thoufand  feven  Hundred  twenty  and 
three.  In  the  Tenth  year  of  y*  Reign  of  onr  foverain  Lord  George 
of  Great  Britain  Ac.  King  Defend'  of  y*  faith  Ac. 

Signed  Sealed  Published 
and  Declared  by  y*  Said 

Silvenns  Plumer  to  Silvanus  Plumbb  [seal] 

be  His  L«st  will  and 
Testament  In  y«  Prefence 
of  us  Defired  by  him  to 
be  wittnefses  thereof. 

BxHJAiiiH  Pike 
TiHOTHT  Jackman 
John  Pike 
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The  will  was  proved  Oct.  22,  1733. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  inventory  of  Mr.  Plura- 
er's  estate  : — 

Efex  fc. 

An  Inventory  of  the  Estete  of  mr  filvenns  Plnmer  Late  of  New- 
bnry  In  (aid  County  Decefeed  Apprifed  upon  oath  by  ns  the  Tub- 
fcribe[r]s  as  Bills  of  Credit  on  the  day  of  October,  1733. 

lb  a  d 


His  Wearing  Apparil  of  all  forts  at  26 — 01 — 0 

Books  y«  Great  Bible  40/  other  Books  20/  03—00 — 0 

two  feather  beds  and  fumatnre  to  them  23  -16 — 0 

Cbists  Tables  A  Linin  Chairs  Cupbords  morter  all  8 — 11—0 

Puter  Brafs  A  Iron  Ware  for  Hoof  wifes  8 — 16—0 

barils  Tubs  and  other  wooden  ware  In  y*  Honfe  5 —  5 — 0 

Sadies,  Bridles  and  other  ntencils  for  Hosling  6—  2 — 0 

one  Horfe  three  Cows  four  young  Cattell  eight  f  beep  and 

four  fwine  at  42 — 10 — 0 


Perfonall  1123—01—0 


Real  Estate:  y*  Houfing  orchards  and  Bam 
about  twenty  acres  of  Plow  Land  att 
about  thirty  feven  acres  of  Pasture  II  Land 0 
about  fourty  five  acres  of  marsh  Land 
a  fmall  River  Lott  of  32  foot  front  at 


300—  0—0 
600—  0—0 
450—  0—0 
640—  0—0 
008—  0-0 


Wittnes  our  Hands  afixed  on  y*  day  above  mentioned 

Samvll  Plumkr  John  Pikk 

Bxmjaiiin  Plumkb  Richard  Dole 


Nathaniel  Dole 


The  homestead,  which  included  the  house  in  which  Mr. 
Plumer  lived,  descended  to  his  son  Benjamin,  who  contin¬ 
ued  its  occujiancy. 

Mr.  Plumer’s  children  were  as  follows,  all  of  them  prob¬ 
ably  being  born  in  Newburj' : — 

43 —  I.  Mart*,  born  Oct.  22,  1682;  probably  never  married;  was 

a  tailoress;  and  erected  a  house  which  she  sold  to 
her  brother  Benjamin  Plumer  in  1741.*  She  bought 
several  lots  of  land  in  Nottingham,  N.  H.  She  was 
living  in  174.S,  in  Newbury. 

44 —  II.  SAliUEL^  born  Nov.  12,  1084;  died  Ang.  2,  1685. 

45 —  III.  Samuel*,  born  about  1687.  See  family  numbered  “  45.” 

"Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  86,  leaf  85. 
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46 —  IV.  Lydia*,  born  about  1695;  married  Timothy,  son  of  Timo- 

,  thy  and  Mary  (Knight)  Noyes  of  Newbury  March 

18,  1717-8.  He  was  born  in  Newbury  Jan.  2,  1090-1. 
She  died  before  1735;  and  two  years  later,  haring 
married  again,  he  removed  from  Newbury  to  Plais- 
tow,  N.  H. 

47 —  V.  Sarah*,  born  about  1097 ;  married - Titcomb;  and  died 

before  1724. 

48 —  VI.  Benjamin*,  born  before  1699.  See  family  numbered  “48." 

15 

Joshua  Plumer*,  born  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  July  2, 
1668,  bein^  a  twin  with  his  sister  Lydia.  He  learned  his 
grandfather’s  trade  of  weaving,  and  probably  occupied  the 
homestead  of  his  father  which  was  conveyed  to  him  in 
November,  1698,*  as  recompense  for  his  good  service  for 
his  father  in  the  latter’s  old  age.  In  1691,  he  was  oneo 
the  night  watch  at  Little’s  garrison,  protecting  the  town 
from  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Plumer  married  Elizalieth,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Sarah  (Greenleaf)  Dole  of  Newbury  Nov.  6,  1699.  She 
was  bom  in  Newbury  Dec.  21,  1679.  He  died  about  the 
first  of  October,  1723,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five;  and  the 
homestead  descended  to  bis  son  Joshua.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Plumer’s  will,  transcrilied  from  the  orig¬ 
inal  instrument  on  tile  in  the  office  of  the  probate  court 
at  Salem  : — 

tb 

Newbury  Septembr:  26:  1723 

The  Last  will  &,  Testament  of  Joshua  plumer  I  Joshua  plumer 
of  newbury  being  weak  in  bodey  but  in  perfect  memory  Doe  make 
&  ordaine  this  to  be  my  Last  will  &,  testiment 
I  Geve  to  my  Eldest  Ton  Samuell  plumer  my  Keat  lot  so  called  Ling 
in  newbury  exept  Twenty  ackers  which  I  shall  geve  to  my  fun  natha- 
neil  A  also  I  geve  to  my  fun  famuel  my  plum  Hand  Lot  in  newbury 
I  geve  to  my  fun  ftephen  plumer  niy  plowland  ajoying  to  John 
plumers  Land  A  my  paftuer  Land  ajoying  to  S*  Joseph  Ilslys  Land 
A  Liberty  to  Line  in  my  houes  in  one  Komee  so  Long  as  be  Lines 
a  singel  Life  A  also  I  geue  him  three  Akers  of  marsh  in  newbury 
ajoying  to  Jonathan  pors  marsh  A  to  the  Grat  Crick  A  halfe  my 
woodlot  <fc  half  y*  Right  in  the  contones 
I  gine  to  my  fun  Enoch  plumer  on  hundred  pounds  in  or  as  money 
to  be  paid  out  of  my  goods  or  chatels  A  If  that  do  not  hold  out  then 

'Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  13,  leaf  73. 
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my  bayr  •ball  pay  it  A  be  ia  to  bave  bU  portion  when  be  ia  21  yera 
of  age 

I  geve  to  my  Dafter  elizabatb  plamer  on  fetber  beed  A  cnrteina 
&  bolfter  A  pelowa  A  abeta  A  corerleda  A  evry  thing  complat  tbeir- 
tor  A I  give  ber  fixty  ponnda  in  Lenen  A  Bras  A  Iron  ware  fit  to  kep 
honea  to  be  paid  by  my  bayr 

I  give  to  my  fon  nathanel  plamer  the  Twenty  Akera  of  Land  afore 
mentioned  A  Excepted  in  SamU  Genfte 
I  Give  to  my  fan  Joahaa  plamer  all  the  Reft  of  my  Eftatbotb  Real 
A  peraonoall  not  afore  mentioned  when  be  cornea  to  ye  age  of  21 
yera:  A  nntill  then:  I:  geve  to  my  well  beloved  wife  Elixabath  the 
improvement  of  all  my  eatat  both  Ral  A  personoall  A  yn  I  give  ber 
aa  the  Law  Derects  in  inteated  estate;  A  I  mak  my  8an  Joabaa 
plamer  my  bayr 
Signed  Sealed  in 

preaenta  of  ns  :  Joshua  Plumes  [seal] 

Stephee  Dole 
Joseph  Notes 
JofEPH  Dole 
Joseph  Luet 

The  will  was  proved  Oct.  21,  1723,  and  the  widow  was 
appointed  administratrix  with  the  will  annexed. 

Mrs.  Plumer  was  his  widow  in  1735. 

Their  children  were  born  in  Newbury,  as  follows  : — 

49 — I.  Samuel*,  bom  Sept.  3,  1700.  See  family  numbered  "  40.'* 

60 —  II.  Stephen*,  born  Dec.  6,  1702;  in  his  father's  will  Stephen 

was  given  the  use  of  one  room  in  the  bouse  aa  long 
as  be  should  live  a  single  life,  and  be  probably  lived 
here  the  remainder  of  bis  life,  as  he  died,  anmarried, 
Jan.  20,  1772,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 

61—  III.  Joshua*,  born  Ang.  22,  1705.  See  family  numbered  *'61.'’ 

62 —  IV.  Nathaniel*,  bora  June  19,  1706.  See  family  numbered 

“62.” 

68 — V.  Enoch*,  bora  Dec.  3, 1711.  See /amily  numfr fred  “68.” 

64 — VI.  Elizabeth*,  born  April  29, 1716;  married  Stephen  Knight 
Sept.  23,  1760. 

18 

Joseph  Plumer*,  born  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  Sept.  11, 
1654.  He  was  made  a  freeman  at  the  a^  of  twenty- 
three,  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1678.  When 
about  thirty  years  old,  by  an  agreement  between  bis  father 
and  his  intended  wife’s  father,  be  received  from  his  father 
a  deed  of  about  one-half  of  his  father’s  real  estate,  where 
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he  was  brought  up ;  and  as  his  father  had  promised  to 
build  a  new  house  on  the  pi-emises  in  the  course  of  about 
five  years,  he  brought  bis  wife  home,  and  both  families 
occupied  the  old  mansion  for  a  while  and  perhaps  most  of 
the  time  until  he  sold  out  to  bis  brother  Jonathan  Plumer. 
He  possibly  lived  in  Ipswich,  near  the  Rowley  line,  from 
1708  to  1710.  On  the  latter  date  he  removed  to  the 
Newbury  part  of  Byfield  parish,  in  which  religious  pre¬ 
cinct  he  continued  to  reside  until  1726,  when  he  removed 
to  the  farm  he  then  bought  of  Ebenezer  Hedden  in  Row- 
ley  (in  that  part  now  incorporated  as  the  town  of  George¬ 
town),  where  he  was  living  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

While  he  lived  on  Newbury  neck,  he  attended  church 
at  Rowley,  where  some  of  bis  children  were  baptized.  He 
was  a  fence  viewer  in  Newbury  in  1703,  and  a  tithingman 
in  1704.  Those  were  the  two  town  offices  that  generally 
fell  to  the  lot  of  the  dwellers  on  the  neck. 

Mr.  Plumer  was  a  party  to  a  large  number  of  real  es¬ 
tate  transactions. 

He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Cummings)  Jewett  of  Ipswich  Jan.  20,  1684-5 ;  and 
died  between  Jan.  4  and  Feb.  5,  1727-8,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three.  She  survived  him  and  died  about  1731. 

Mr.  Plumer’s  will  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  probate 
court  at  Salem,  and  the  following  is  an  accurate  copy  of 
the  original  instrument : — 

The  Left  Will  A  Teftement  of  Jofeph  Plumer  of  Rowley  in  in  the 
County  of  Efex  in  Newin(;land  Jenuery  the  fourth  Anno  Dom  1727/8 
I  beinf;  Weak  weak  in  body  but  of  a  sound  mind  A  memory  A 
Celling  to  mind  my  mortality  I  Recomend  my  Soul  into  the  hands 
of  God  that  gave  it  A  my  body  I  Recomend  to  the  earth  to  be  buried 
in  a  chriftian  manner  at  the  defcrition  of  my  executor 
As  to  the  Worl[dl]y  Eftate  that  God  hath  been  Pleafed  to  blefs  me 
me  withall  botb  real  A  Perfonal  I  Give  A  bequeath  to  my  well  be¬ 
loved  wife  to  be  freely  at  her  difpofe  on  condition  she  fatbfnly  fulfill 
this  my  laft  will  and  Teftament  I  alfo  give  her  all  boneft  debts  Due 
to  my  eftate 

and  firft  my  Will  is  that  Debts  and  funaral  charges  be  difcharged 
Item  my  Children  here  mentioned  Namly  Samuell  Abigal  Mofes 
Meriam  Aron  Jofeph  David  Samfon  Hanab  Sarah  each  of  them  five 
shilings  apice  they  having  received  there  portions 
Item  to  my  son  Eliplvelet  H  I  Give  the  sum  of  |  Eighty  pounds  to 
be  payd  by  my  well  beloved  wife 
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Item  I  Give  to  my  son  Nathaniel  forty  pounds  to  be  payd  by  vaj 
well  belov’d  Wife 

Item  I  Give  to  my  Daughter  Debora  twentidve  pounds  to  be  payd 
by  [my]  well  beloved  Wife 

Item  I  Give  to  my  Daughter  Elifabetb  twenty  live  pounds  to  be 
payd  by  my  Well  beloved  wife 

I  do  ordaine  and  conftitute  my  Well  beloved  Wife  to  be  the  soal 
executrix  of  this  my  laft  will  and  Teftament  and  my  Children  shall 
Xnotll  put  my  well  beloved  wife  lluponll  Inconveneucy  or  necefity  to 
pay  the  Legafes  herein  given  to  them  but  if  they  be  not  payd  my  Real 
eftate  to  lay  in  security  for  said  Legifes  till  they  be  di[s]charged  so 
that  they  may  not  [be]  wronged  of  ther  proportion 
Signed  Seald  pronounced  and  declared  to 
be  my  laft  will  and  Teftament 
Jamks  Chkwte  1  Give  the  sum  of  [his 

Jkbeue  Boynton  upon  enterlined  Joseph  +  Plumer  [seal] 
Maximilian  Jewitt  before  signing  mark] 

and  sealling 

The  will  was  proved  Feb.  5,  1727-8.  His  widow  con¬ 
veyed  the  farm  to  her  son-in-law  John  Stevens  of  Haver¬ 
hill  March  5,  1729-80,*  and  he  came  there  and  lived. 
Their  children  were  born  in  Newbury,  as  follows : — 

55 —  I.  Samuel*,  born  May  4,  1686;  and  was  living  in  1728.  He 

perhaps  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Poor 
and  widow  of  Peter  Cheney. 

56 —  II.  Abigail*,  born  Dec.  11,  1687;  married  Samuel  Kelley  of 

Haverhill  Jan.  12,  1721-2;  and  lived  in  Rowley.  She 
died  March  13,  1726-7,  having  had  two  children.  He 
married,  secondly,  Mary  Kilborn  Dec.  5,  1727;  and 
she  died  Nov.  3.  1771.  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven. 

57 —  III.  Moses*,  born  in  1689;  baptized  in  Rowley  church  May  5, 

1689;  and  was  living  in  1728. 

58 —  IV.  Mibiam*,  born  Jan.  16,  1690;  married,  first,  Samuel  Jack- 

man  May  23,  1717;  and  lived  in  Newbury.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  second,  John  Stevens  of  Haverhill  in  1728;  and 
they  removed  to  her  father’s  farm  in  Rowley  in  the 
spring  of  1730. 

.59 — V.  Aabon*,  born  Jan.  16,  1692-3.  See  family  numbered  “  59.” 

60 —  VI.  Eliezeb*,  born  Jan.  29,  1693-4;  died  March  17,  1693-4. 

61 —  VII.  Joseph*,  born  Jan.  12,  1694-5;  mariner;  living,  in  1728,  in 

Newbury.  He  was  probably  never  married.  His 
father  gave  him  a  deed  of  one-half  of  his  real  estate, 

*Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  53,  leaf  233. 
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Feb.  20,  1724-5,  upon  condition  that  Joseph  support 
bis  parents  during  their  lives  and  pay  them  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds;*  and  April  28,  1725,  he  reconveyed  the 
real  estate  to  his  father.! 

62 —  VIII.  DaviiP,  born  March  16,  1695-6.  See  family  numbered  “62." 

63 —  IX.  Sakah*,  born  Oct.  24,  1697;  died  in  1701. 

64 —  X.  Sampson*,  born  March  14,  1699.  See  family  numbered  ‘•64.” 

65 —  XI.  Hannah*,  born  July  17,  1700;  married  Joseph  Jackman 

(son  of  No.  13)  Aug.  3,  1720.  lie  was  bom  April  17, 
1698.  She  was  living  in  17*28 

66 —  XII.  Sabah*,  born  April  17,  1702;  married  Jacob  Eaton  May  13, 

17-26. 

67 —  XIII.  Debokah*,  born  Dec.  19,  1703;  married  Benjamin  Howard 

of  Haverhill  about  1733. 

68—  XIV.  Ei.iPHAi.KT*,  born  April  1,  1705;  was  living  in  17*28,  and 

probably  die<l  before  1731. 

69 —  XV.  Elizabeth*,  born  in  1707;  baptized  in  Rowley  church  May 

25,  1707;  and  lived,  unmarried,  in  1731. 

70—  XVI.  Nathaniel*,  born  May  2,  1711.  See  family  numbered  “70." 

19 

Benjamin  PldmerJ,  born  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  Oct.  23, 
1656.  He  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1678,  and  the 
same  year  settled  in  Rowley,  probivbly  in  the  centre  of 
the  town,  as,  in  1695-6,  he  was  surveyor  of  highways  for 
district  number  one.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town,  and  served  on  the  trial  jury  in  1688-9. 

About  the  year  1700,  a  considemble  number  of  families 
settled  around  the  falls  on  Parker  river  at  a  point  about 
four  miles  to  the  west  of  Old  town  and  Rowley,  the  set¬ 
tlers  living  on  both  sides  of  the  line  which  divided  the 
two  towns.  At  the  falls,  one  or  two  mills  had  been  built, 
and  this  was  probably  the  cause  of  the  establishment  of 
the  hamlet,  if  such  the  scattering  houses  could  be  called. 
A  twenty-acre  lot  of  land  that  had  been  granted  and  laid 
out  by  the  town  of  Rowley  to  Thomas  Wooil,  Mr.  Plum- 
er's  father-in-law,  on  Clay  brook,  had  come  into  the  pos¬ 
session  of  John  Wainwright,  a  merchant,  of  Ipswich. 
This  lot,  which  tlien  had  a  dwelling  house  upon  it,  Mr. 
Plumer  purchased  of  Mr.  Wainwright  Feb.  27,  1700-1,^ 
and  removed  thereto. 

*Eimx  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  44,  leaf  145. 

•tEssex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  48,  leaf  124. 

{Essex  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  40,  leaf  62. 
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In  1702,  he  joined  ai)out  a  score  and  a  half  of  men  in 
the  neighborhood,  on  both  sides  of  the  line  between  the 
towns  of  Newbury  and  Rowley,  in  building  a  meeting 
house  there,  and  the  Byfield  church  was  organized.  Mr. 
Plumer  and  his  wife  were  dismissed  from  the  church  in 
Rowley  Oct.  13,  1706,  “in  order  to  their  imbodying  in 
church  order  by  themselves  at  Rowlbery  alias  Byfield.” 

Mr.  Plumer  married,  first,  Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Ann  Wood  of  Rowley  Jan.  15  (17?),  1678-9.  She 
was  born  in  Rowley  Aug.  8,  1660  ;  and  was  living  Jan. 
81,  1714-5,  but  died  soon  afterward.  He  married,  sec¬ 
ond,  Elizabeth  Felt  Sept.  1,  1715;  and  died  July  8, 1724. 

His  will  was  proved  July  20,  1724  ;  and  the  following 
is  an  accurate  transcript  of  the  original  instrument  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  probate  court  in  Salem : — 

In  7*  name  of  God  amen  :  y*  seventeenth  day  of  December  In  y* 
year  of  onr  Lord  one  thonsand  seventeen  hundred  St  twenty  two 
I  Benjamin  Plnmer  of  Rowley  in  y*  Connty  of  Essex  in  his  majes¬ 
ty*  Province  of  y*  massachnsets  Ubayll  in  Newengland  hnsband- 
man  :  being  of  perfect  strenth  of  body  and  of  sound  mind  St  mem¬ 
ory:  tbanks  be  given  to  God  therefor:  being  grown  into  years,  St 
considering  St  calling  to  mind  y*  mortallyty  of  my  body :  St  having 
a  dangerous  humor  in  one  of  my  eyes  and  knowing  y*  it  is  apointed 
for  all  men  once  to  dy  :  do  mak  St  ordain  this  my  last  will  St  Testa¬ 
ments  That  is  to  say  Prinsab'lly,  St  first  of  all  I  Recoment  my  Soul 
into  y*  hands  of  God  y*  gave  it;  St  my  body  I  Recomend  to  y«  earth, 
to  be  buryed  in  Decent  St  Christian  maner  att  y*  Descression  of  my 
Executors  hereafter  named;  nothing  doubting  but  att  y*  genaral 
Resurection  I  shal  receive  y*  same  again  by  y*  almigty  Power  of 
God:  A  as  touching  such  worly  estate  wherewith  it  hath  pleased 
almighty  God  to  Bless  me  with  in  this  life,  I  give  Demise  St  dispose 
of  ef  y*  same  in  y*  following  maner  St  form. 

Imprimos  I  give  to  my  wife  Elisabeth  Plumer  fourty  Pounds  in 
cnrant  money  or  bills  of  publick  credit  to  be  paid  by  my  Executor 
hereafter  named  :  viz  :  ten  pounds  in  six  months  after  my  Deoeas 
y*  other  to  be  payed  in  two  years  fifteen  pounds  a  year  and  all 
sntable  provistion  for  y*  first  half  year  after  my  deceas:  provided 
St  in  case  my  wife  aqnit  her  Right  of  Dower  |to0  all  y*  Rest  of  my 
estate  : 

Item  I  give  to  my  well  beloned  son  Benjamen  Plnmer :  whom  I 
likewise  Constitute  make  St  ordayn  Sole  executor  of  this  my  last 
will  St  Testament  all  and  singular  my  lands  m[e]ssnages  and  tene¬ 
ments  :  together  with  all  my  real  and  personal  Estate  whether  in 
Rowley  or  elce  where:  (excepting  what  I  shal  in  this  will  Direct)  by 
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him  ft  bis  Heirs  ft  assigns  freely  to  be  posesed  ft  enjoyd  forever: 
and  also  a  confirmation  of  what  I  have  confirmed  to  him  by  deed 

Item  I  give  to  my  well  beloned  son  Thomas  Plnmer,  a  confirma¬ 
tion  of  what  I  have  conveyed  to  him  by  Deed:  and  also  a  certain 
tract  of  npland  and  meado  ground  confirmed  to  me  by  Mark  Prime 
Late  of  Rowley  deceased :  ft  Janne  his  wife,  which  land  was  part 
of  mr  Lombards  farm  near  or  bordering  on  y*  Sawmill:  and  also 
thirty  Pounds  to  to  be  payed  by  my  execntor  within  twelve  years 
after  my  Decease  which  is  in  fnl  of  his  portion 

Item  I  give  to  my  Son  Nathan  Plnmer:  a  confirmation  of  what  he 
has  had  of  me  already:  and  sixty  pounds  to  be  payed  HbyN  my  Exec- 
uter  within  six  years  after  my  Decease  which  is  in  fnl  of  his  portion: 
y*  reason  why  I  confer  no  more  upon  him :  is  becase  he  has  been  a 
bad  husband:  ft  stubom  ft  rebellions 

Item  I  give  to  my  well  beloved  Daughter  ann  wheeler  a  confirma¬ 
tion  ofwhat  she  has  alread[y]  had:  and  twenty  shillings  to  be  Payed 
by  my  Executor  within  one  year  after  my  Decease  which  is  in  fnl  of 
her  portion 

Item  I  give  to  my  well  beloved  Daughter  Mary  Cheaney  :  twenty 
shillings  to  be  payd  by  my  Executor  within  one  year  after  my  De¬ 
cease  and  a  eonfirmation  of  what  shee  has  already  had  wich  is  in 
fnl  of  her  portion 

Item  I  give  to  my  well  beloved  Daughter  martha  Heriman  twen¬ 
ty  shillings  to  be  payed  by  my  executor  in  one  year  after  my  De- 
eeas:  and  also  a  confir[mJation  of  what  she  has  already  had  wich 
is  in  f ul  of  her  portion : 

Item  I  give  to  my  grand  Daughter  HElisabethy  Plnmer:  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  my  son  John  Plnmer  Deceased  thirty  pounds  to  be  Payed  by 
my  Execntor,  twenty  pounds  to  be  Payed  when  shee  shal  com  to 
y*  age  of  twenty  one  years,  or  marage:  which  shall  first  hapen; 
y*  other  ten  pounds  to  be  payed  within  eight  years  after  (ft  I  also 
confirm  to  her  y^  cow  which  I  delivered  to  her  father  in  law)  which 
is  in  full  of  her  portion 

Item  I  give  to  my  other  three  grand  chiUdren  Daughters  of  my 
Daughter  Sarah  Brecklebanck  deceased:  namly,  Sarah,  mary  ft 
marth  fifteen  pounds  to  be  paid  to  them  by  my  Execntor  as  they 
com  to  y*  age  of  twenty  one  years  or  marage  which  shal  first  hap¬ 
pen:  y*  is  five  pounds  to  each  of  them :  and  If  ether  of  them  depart 
this  life  not  haveing  receved  their  bequst  herein  given  ya  y*  snr- 
viver  or  snrvivers  to  receive  there  part  or  or  parts  all  which  is  in 
fnl  of  there  portions : 

Item  I  order  and  apoint  y*  all  my  Just  Debts  ft  funeral  charges 
be  payed  ft  Discharged  in  y*  first  place  out  of  my  moveable  estate: 
In  Testimony  and  the  Confirmation  of  y*  Premises  I  y*  said  Benja¬ 
min  Plnmer  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal:  y«  day  and  year 
af  oread: 
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Signed  sealed  Pronounced 
published  and  Declared 

In  Presents  of  us  Benjamih  Plumrr  [seal] 

Daniel  Plumkr 
John  llopKifoN 
David  Wood 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  inventory  of  his  estate, 
taken  from  the  original  document  on  hie  in  the  office  of 
the  probate  court  at  Salem  : — 


Septmber  15/  1724  An  Invitory  of  Hthe  Estate  ofil  Beniamin  Plum 
mer  t  Late  8  of  Kowly  Dasast 

One  bad  and  bading  all  ould  much  worne  03 — 19 — 00 

Itm  one  ould  father  bad  mooer  with  sum  hading  02 — 15 — 00 


to  one  coubbord  A  three  ould  chasts 

to  4  ould  Chaiens 

to  6  ould  barilla  and  2  tubs 

fur  his  whering  Clothes  one  pound 

one  traniill  tiershoveill  tongs  A  fundry  Iron  whaer 

for  Brafe  whaer  to  pound  ten 

for  puter 

Itm  by  suiidrys  of  wooding  whaer 

nexly  by  one  Indein  slave  thirty  five  pounds 

Item  by  four  Coues  fuurteene  pounds  ten  shilns 

lb  ■  d 

by  tow  Steres  0  0  0  an  by  one  young  and  one 

lb  ■  d 

ster  4 — 0 — 0 


02—00—00 

00—10—00 

01—00—00 

01—00—00 

02-10—00 

02—18—00 

01—08—00 

01-00-00 

35—00—00 

14—10—00 


10—00—00 


lb  ■  d 

Item  by  one  to  yare  old  haffer  2 — 0 — 0  and  10  sheepe 

lb  ■  d 
8-0—0 


05—00—00 


Item  for  uteiisels  for  Ilusbandtree 


to  one  i>air  timber  Chains  and  to  savell  Chains 

by  one  pair  Cart  whales  30  plow  Irons  and  Iren  bar 

by  one  Cart  Rop  2  forks  spenshakells 

by  five  Lods  of  llaye  three  pounds 

by  English  Come 

by  Indian  Come 

by  apples 

by  one  Swarme  of  bees  and  honny 
by  bousing  and  Lands  six  hundred  pounds. 


02—00—00 

2—00—00 

00—12—00 

08—00—00 

02—06—00 

06—00—00 

05—00—00 

01—04—00 

600—00—00 


Riouibd  Kimball 
Ezbeibl  Nobthbnd 
Joseph  Hale 
Riomabd  Dummeb 
David  Wood 
{To  be  eontinuod.) 


